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SERMON r; 


Phil. iv. 8. 

Finally , Brethren, whatfijver Things are true, 
*wbatfoever Things are Boiuft, wharfoevcr 
Things are juft, whatfoevcr Things are pure, 
whatfoever Things are lovely , wlatjbever 
Things are of good Report •, if there be any 
Virtue , and if there be any Praife, think on 
thefe Things % 

A S the excellent Characters of the firft 
Believers and Teachers of Chridunity 
are in general a ftrong Recommendation of it 
to Mankind: fo that of St. Paul in particular 
fhines with diftinguiflied Luftre through his 
whole Hiftory; but efpecially his Epifllcs, the 
faithful PiCtuies of his Soul. -Even in this 
fhort one to the Philippians, it is furprizing to 
obferve, how great a Variety of mod cultc/1 
and engaging Virtues he (hews. The Authoii- 
ty of the Apoitle is fo perfectly tempered with 
the Condefcenfion of the Fellow-Chi idian: 
Vol. II. B the 
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•file fex^reflions of his Tendernef^for thofe to 
whotrfhe writes are fo indearing and inflrudlive 
at the fame Time: his Acknowledgments of 
their Kindnelles to him, fo equally full of Dig¬ 
nity, Humility and Difintereftednifs: his* 
Mention of his paft Perfections is fo mild; 
and of his prefent Danger, (for he wrote from 
a Prifon) fo cheerful: his Attention to the fup- 
porting of their Courage is fo affedting; and 
his Confidence, that both he and they ihould 
perfevere and conquer, is fo noble, and yet 
fo modeft: his Deliberation, whether Life or 
Death be eligible, is fb calm; and his Prefe¬ 
rence to live, even in Mifery, for their Sakes 
and that of the Gofpel, is fo genuinely heroic, 
yet fully equalled by the compoftd and tri¬ 
umphant Mention, which he clfcwhere makes, 
of his approaching Martyrdom: his Zeal for 
propagating Religion is fo ardent j yet attended 
with fo deep a Concern, that it be indeed true 
Religion: he is fo earneft to guard them, both 
again it a fupcrftitious Reliance on outward 
Obfervances, and a licentious Abufe of the 
Dodtrines of Faith and Grace; fo iolicitous to 
improve them in rational Piety, and meek be¬ 
neficent Virtue; fo intent to fix their Minds on 
every thing worthy and amiable, and raife 

9 them 
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them above every thing gloomy or anxious; 
his Warmth in this glorious Caufe, is To far 
from being affedted or forced; and every Ex- 
preflion fo evidently flows from a Heart, which 
cannot help''overflowing, thal, whoever fhall 
read but this one Epiftle with Attention and 
Fairnefs, under all the Difadvantages of a 
Tranflation made Word for Word, and broken 
intb Abort Verfes, will feci a flrong Impreflion 
on his Mind, that the Writer of it mufl have 
been an uncommonly great and good Man j 
every Way dcferving of the high Rank, which 
he claims, of a commiflioned Servant of God, 
and incapable of claiming it falfely. 

But, befidos being thus moved with the 
admirable Spirit expreflfed, and the fublime 
Precepts diffufed, throughout the whole j it 
will be flill a new Subjedt of Eilcem and Won¬ 
der; to fee the Force and Su bilance of them 
all colledted at laft into one bHef Exhorta- 

» 

tion ; comprehending in fo narrow a Space, 
the intire Compafa of virtuous ,Difpofitions, 
and right Behaviour, ’as is done in the Text: to 
which he fubjoins with cohfcious Boldnefs, 
appealing to all which they bud learned and re¬ 
ceived , and heard andpm of him', that this had 
been his own Difpofition and Behaviour: yet 
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humbly confiders himfclf as* not having al¬ 
ready attained or being already perfect, but 
merely as prcjjmg towards the Mark of the 
Prize of the high Calling of GoP; and not 
only tifes his own Prayers , but begs theirs 
alfo, that, through the Supply of the Spirit 
of Jfus Chrijl , all things may turn to his 
Salvation*. *■We cannot help honouring; fuch 
& Character: but, if we hope to be the better 
for it, we mull: alfb imitate it. And therefore 
let us examine with this View, that Defcrip- 
tion of it which I have read to you. Had the 
feveral Phrafes, ufed in it, been as nearly as 
poflible equivalent, and accumulated only to 
convey the intended Meaning more fully and- 
ftrongly, this would have been warranted by 
the Example of the great Roman Orator: who 
profeJles to have done, the fame Thing on a 
like OccaHon*. But there is a fuperior Accu¬ 
racy and Beauty in the Words of the Apoftk* 
Each of them lingly hath a diftinft Senlet and 

i> Phil. iii. 13, 14. - * e Phil. i. 19, ao. ■ 

4 Nihil enim habcc prsdlantiu* [iiatiyraj, nihil quod rpagis ex- 
petar, quam honeliatem, quam Iaudein, quam dignitatem, quam 
* dccus. Hi fee ego pin ribus, hohiiinbus imam rera declarari Volo: 

, fed utor, ut quam maximengflifioem, pluribui.'Gic. Tuib. Difp. 

1* li. c. zo, . , v ^ 4 y ( * \ 

See aifo A. Gcll. 1 . xrlii. c. 24. ihere feveral Infiances of thia 
Manner of fpeaking are given, and Reafons for, it alledged; and 
Gic. De N. D. 1 . ii. $ 7. and De Fin. 1 . iii* c. 4. 

joined 
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joined together they form a eonnedlcd and 
-complete Body of Duty, as will appear by ex¬ 
amining them feparately: which 1 Ihall there¬ 
fore do m the hrfl Place ; and then. Secondly, 
make a general Obfervation upon the Whole. 

Truth, always prefent to the Mind of (Sod, 
is the Ground of his Commands* and, fo far 
as difterned by us, is the Ground of our Obe¬ 
dience. On this accordingly the Apofile here 
build*, and lays for the Foundation of his 
whole Supedtru&ure, Whatfowcr "Things are 
true: that is, conformable to the clear Percop- 
tions of our Underflandings, the inward Feel¬ 
ings of our Hearts, the known.Circumflanccs 
of our Situation. Setting opt thus, he excludes, 
in the firfl^Word, from being any Part of 
Chriflian Duty, every thing romantic and vi- 
fionary, all Refinements of falfe Honour, all 
Knthufiafm of abated Fancy. But he enjoins 
at the fame Time, whatever is YealbnabL and 
right* be the Pra&ice or Notions of the World 
as contrary to it, as they will:, whatever the 
fovereign Principle of Confidence didates, 
though Pafiions and Appetites may draw pow¬ 
erfully another Way* whatever the impartial 
State of any Cafe requires, let V anity or I ntereft 
make ever fo much againit it: what wc owe 
to our Maker, no left than what is due to our 

B 3 Fellow- 
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Fellow-creatures : what divine Revelation 
teaches, no lefs than what human Faculties dis¬ 
cover : what the future as well as the prefent 
Condition of our Being demands. For our 
Relations to God are as real, and infinitely more 
important, than to Man j thofe Parts of his 
Will which only Scripture makps known, the 
Authority of Scripture being proved, are in- 
titled to equal Attention with thofe which 

Reafon dilates of itfelf: and fuch Confe- 

• 

quences of our Addons, as will follow beyond 
the Grave, are but a iingle and a fhort Step 
more diftant, than the vilible and daily ones 
that follow them here. Thefe Maxims are 
the folid Bafis of proper Condud: the whole 
Creation cannot fhakc them 5 and every other 
Scheme of Life is built upon the Sand, and 
* will crufli us under its Ruins. God himfelf 
proceeds invariably according to the Reafon of 
Things 3 he mull therefore eXped Man to hold 
it facred; and both the Honour of his Govern** 
ment and the Holinefs of his Nature Hand 
engaged, that, fooner or later* every one ihall 
find, his Account in obferving this Rule, but 
none in tranfgrefiing it. For bis Rigbteoufnefs 
is an ever lofting Right eoufnejs, and bis Law is. 
the Truth \ 


Th<? 


* Pfalm cm*' 144, 
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The fecond Head of the Apoftle’s Inj un<ftion 
is, Whatfoever ^things arc haneft: or rather, as 
the marginal Tranflation hath it, venerable , in- 
titled to Refpeft;' for fo the original Word in 
the Oreek confeffedly fignifies, as indeed the 
Word honeft itfelf doth in the Latin Tongue, 
from whence it is derived into ours. 

If, purfuant to the former Direction, we 
confider, according to Truth, the inward Frame 
of our Hearts and Mind6, we (hall perceive, 
that, as Man was created at firft in the Image 
of God, fo there Drill remains in our Nature, 
however defaced by the Fall, a Senfc of Dig¬ 
nity and Worth, which we ought to reverence 
in ourfelves and others. The loweft of Men, 
with Reafon, think Falfehood and Difhonefty 
beneath them 5 and the higheft, if they edn- 
defeend to ufe them, lofe, by fo doing, a much 
truer Greatnefs than they retain. Worldly 
Advantages leave the Pofleffors of them but 
juft the fame Men, which they wduld have 
been without them. Perfonal Accomplish¬ 
ments as often produce wrong Condudt, Ha¬ 
tred, Contempt and Mifery, a6 they do, the . 
contrary. At beft, neither the one nor the 
other can give more, than a fhort-lived, and 
precarious Diftin&ion. But Scorn of Wickcd- 
nefs, and Efteem of our Duty, Ihewn in Prac- 

B 4 tice* 
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tice, this is the valuable Pre-eminence, which 
will continue an Ornament to us through every 
Condition of Life, through every Period of our 
Exigence; will in title us to inward Veneration, 
as well as outward Regard, and recommend 
us, not only to fallible Beings, but to the un¬ 
erring Searcher of our Hearts, and final Re¬ 
warder of our Deeds. Whoever therefore 
would obtain a truly honourable Character, 
mufi preferve himfelf above difiioiiourablc 
Actions: and never permit either Profit, or 
Pleafure, or Favour, or Power, titular Pre¬ 
eminences, or popular Opinion, to debafe him 
into doing any Thing ill. 

Keeping up this Kind of Superiority to the 
Height carries no Pride in it, no Temptation 
to Pride.. For,’though a worthy-minded Man 
knows every Thing to be mean, in Comparifon 
of right Behaviour; yet he muft know too, that 
his own Behaviour is very imperfectly right, 
even in the Sight of Men, much more of God: 
and were it completely fo, it would ftill amount 
to no more than his bounden Duty. He will 
. therefore always proceed with great Humility, 
though with great Sfoadinefs, in the Difcharge 
of his Confcience; patiently expecting, what 
he will certainly findfthat many other Things, 

and 
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and fomc of them very bad ones, will greatly 
out-fhine, in the Eyes of the World, fo plain 
and unpliant a Qualification, as this, of uniform 
Uprightnefs: which yet is indeed beyond all 
others the refpedable one: the only Ground of 
confcious Self-approbation, of mutual Efteem, 
and Truft, of public Order and Safety. 

For, however common it is become to treat 
all Pretence of Principle, as mcic Hypocrify ; 
and both to give with great Gaiety, and receive 
with great Complacency, Intimations, which 
one ftiould think could do neither Side much 
Credit, as if In ter eft or Inclination would in¬ 
duce them, or any one, to do almoft .any Thing ; 
yet fuch general Reprefentations arc both falfe 
in themfelves, and pernicious to human So¬ 
ciety. The worft of Men are not thoroughly 
bad, without fome Mixture of good. But no¬ 
thing can go farther towards making all Men 
fo, than treating it as an acknowledged Point, 
that they are fo already, and cannot be other- 
wife. In Proportion as this Doctrine prevails, 
no Guilt will be out of Countenance, Now 
what the Confequences of that muft be, is eafi- 
ly difeerned; and the * Prophet hath told us 
very plainly: JFere they ajhamed, when they had 
committed Abomination l nay f they were not at all 

ajhamed f 
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afhamcd, neither could they blujk: therefore Jhafl 
theyfall—At tbeTime that Ivtftt them,theyJhall 
he cafi down, faith the Lord*. Undoubtedly the 
Wickednefs of Mankind is great: and thole in 
high Stations have particular Opportunities of 
feeing it in a ftrong Light. But /till, they, 
who feel any good Qualities in themfelves, can¬ 
not juftly think, there are none in others. And 
be there ever fo little Probity in the World, 
it is our mojfl ferious Intereft, to cultivate 
and increafe it. For what Comfort* or what 
Safety, can there be in the midft only of the 
Profli$tte and Abandoned? Or how /hall either 
Authority or Merit fupport itfelf, if that inward 
Reverence of Duty and Worth be worn out of 
the Minds of Men, without which all the So¬ 
lemnities of external Forms will foon come to 
lofe their Influence ? But if earthly Tranquillity 
could be preferved by other Means: yet hea¬ 
venly Happinefs can be enjoyed only by Souls 
exalted to a Capacity of it; purged from every 
Thing mean and bafe,and, by generous and ho¬ 
nourable Difpofitions, made meet to be Partakers 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light 1 . 

The third Branch 6i the Apoftle’s Exhorta¬ 
tion, Wbatfoever Things arejuf, Is naturally con- 

ijcr.vi.ijf, fColi. 12. 
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ne&ed with the fecond/ Had we nothing fu- 
perior in our Nature to redruin us. Force and 
Fraud would be as allowable between Man and 
Man, as between BruteandBrutc. But the Con- 
feioufnefs which we have of peculiar Dignity, 
includes the Obligation to mutual Juftice, as 
Part of itfelf, and yet there was Need to men¬ 
tion thisPart feparately j becaufe elfe, the higher 
the Notion which each entertained of his own 
Value, the more apt he might be to overlook 
others, efpecially his Inferiors, and trample 
upon them careledly, Therefore St* Paul, 
in the Text, immediately fubjedts the mutual 
Behaviour of all the Sons of Men to one com¬ 
mon Meafure 5 and requires^ that the highed 
and the lowed (hould each treat the other, aa 
each might expedl, were Cireumftances chang¬ 
ed, the other fhould treat him; which (ingle 
Precept obferved would keep the World in 
Quiet rand if it be tranfgreffed, nothing is left 
to (lop at* (hortof univcr&l Confufion. Every 
one therefore’, in every Part of,focial Life, 
(hould be vigilant againd the Influence of Pride, 
and Paffion, and Intereft: (hould inquire with 
Diligence, and hear with Candour, in order to 
judge with Impartiality: (hould remember, 
that nothing* is truly Juftice, but what is Equity 

1 at 
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at the fame Time: fliould do frankly and im¬ 
mediately what he knows he ought to do: and 
fo temper his Prudence with Innocence, as al¬ 
ways to prefer Harmleflhefs to worldly Wif- 
dom, whenever they Interfere. That others 
will adt very differently, is fo much the worfe 
for them: but no Confideration for us to be 
moved by, in the leafc. The whole we have 
to be concerned for, is to adt right ourfelves. 
A wife and good God will take Care of the refl. 

Next to Juflice, the Apoffcle ranks, in the 
fourth Place, a Virtue equally flowing from the 
Dignity of human Nature, and ftldom violated 
without grievous Injuflice, that of fhunning 
the Pollution of criminal Pleafures, and prac- 
tifing wbatfocver Tlungs are pure. Some Kinds 
of fen foal Excefs, as Gluttony and Drunken - 
nefs, are acknowledged to be contemptihle, 
hateful Vices. And however favourably too 
many look on the free Indulgence of another 
Appetite, at leaf! in one Sex, yet their Opinion 
cannot alter the Nature of Things# Irregular 
Gratifications mull flill remain- what they are, 
difhonourable to our Reafon, deftrudtive to 
our Happinef*. Turpria^ng,. that 

.they, who have any Rightnefs pf Mind, can 
foil either to difeern or to reflet, what Mean- 

nefs 
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fiefs it is to make thefc Things the Bufinefs of 
their Being; and aflociate, for the Sake of 
them, with the profligate and abandoned: 
what Imprudence, to ruin or to hazard their 
Healths, Fortunes, or Reputations, in fuch 
wretched Courfes; and what Mifchief, to de- 
ftroy the Virtue and Peace of the Innocent, and 
harden the Guilty in their Crimes; to violate 
Faith and Honour, diftrefs Families, embitter 
the neareft and tendered: Relations of Life, 
confound Defoents and Inheritances, extend 
infamy, and pci haps Difeafes alfo, to fucceflive 
Generations. Indeed the Sins of this*Kind 
have not always all tliefe bad EfFeifts : but they 
undeniably produce in general, by innumerable 
Ways, more thorough Witkedncfs, and more 
exquiike Mifcry, than almofl any others. And 
even tl$ofe Tranfgrtfnons of Purity, that may 
feem the leafl hurtful, are fo wrong in thenj- 
felves, and fo contrary to the ‘good Order, 
Strength, and Welfare of Society; they lead on 
fo naturally to worfe; they fet fo dangerous 
an Example, and give fo plaufible an Excufe to 
others, for going a little and a little farther in 
the fame Way, fas indeed there is na poffible 
Ground to make a fore Stand upon^if once we 

depart from ilridt Virtue); that whoever con- 

» 

£der$j 
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fiders, will be far from thinking* cither the 
Precepts, or the Threatenings of Scripture, oh 
this Head, too rigid aiid fevere* 

But abftaining from di{honourable, and inju¬ 
rious, and criminally fenfual. Actions, is by no 
Means fufficient,unlefs we are careful to do be¬ 
coming, beneficent, and engaging ones j or, in 
the Apoftle’s Words, whatfoever things are 
lovely : Which ckfs of Duties he hath put in 
the fifth Place with great Propriety. For the 
Good-nature and Agreeablenefs, required un* 
der this Head, is not to fupply the Room of 
the Jliftice and Purity required before; nor 
can pofiibly make Amends for the Want of 
them ; but we muft firft refctve to be inno¬ 
cent, then iludy to be amiable. Now the two 
great Branches of amiable Conduct are thofe, 
on which the Gofpel hath laid fo peculiar a 
Strefs j Mildnefs in bearing Injuries, and 
Bounty ip relieving Necefiities: one of them 
expreffly made the Condition of our being for¬ 
given ; the other the Foundation of our being 
rewarded. 

» \ * 

But, befides thefe endearing Virtues, die 
ApofUe undoubtedlyrdefigned toejyom every 
other A<^ ,of a generous and difinterefted, a 
candid and fympathizing, Heart; every In- 
{lance of Gentlenefs to the Faults, and Conde- 

feenfion 
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fcenfion to the Weakneffes, of Men,; Modera¬ 
tion and Humility in advantageous Circum- 
flances, and patient Compofednefs in low and 
aiHi&ed ones ; every ornamental, as well as 
more fubftantial, Duty of Life; Affability of 
Convention, obliging Attentions, kind Com¬ 
pliances; whatever will make our common 
Journey through the World mutually com¬ 
fortable and pleafing, without making it dan¬ 
gerous ; and exhibit Religion in its native 
Checrfulnefs, as a reafonable Service paid to an 
infinitely good Being. For all thefe* Things 
are comprehended under the Chara&er of 
lovely ; and conff itute a much more valuable 
Pax t of Chriftian Practice, than many feem to 
be aware of. Indeed Piety and Virtue, how¬ 
ever unpolilhed, deferve high Effeem; and it 
would be a moft unhappy Miftakc, to prefer 
luperficial Accompli foments before intrinfic 
Worth. But (till, both Religion and Morals, 
difguifed under a forbidding Look, appear fi> 
much lefs to Advantage, than wh$n they yr&ar 
an inviting one; that we wrong our PrOfefiion, 
as well as ourfelves, if we neglect tQ {hew it 
m as much Beauty, as it mode#« Simplicity 
will permit ; and thus to ohm the tb&rine of 
God our Saviour in all ^things *. 

k Tit 5 il. io. 
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Nor is it enough to pradlife what we think 
right and worthy and becoming, but we ought 
farther to refpedt, in a proper Degree, what the 
reft of Mankind efteem fo. And therefore the 
Apoftle adds in the fixth Place, Whatfoever 
'things are of good Report: and places this 
Headafter the others; becaufe, if a Competition 
arifes, Confcience is always to be preferred be¬ 
fore common Opinion. And indeed number¬ 
less are the poor Wretches, who have been 
utterly ruined, by facrificing at once their 
Virtue and common Senfe to reigning Sins 
and Follies.* Not that, in general, the pub¬ 
lic Voice is nearly fo favourable to wrong 
Conduct, as fome are willing to imagine. All, 
who are not guilty of it, we may be fure will 
difapprove it. Many who are, condemn it, 
even in themfelves. Nay, fuch as encourage 
others in it, often cenfure them for it feverely 
notwithftandlng. Or, was every bad Man 
true to his own bad Caufe, yet both their 
Weight, and even their Number/ is lefs con- 
fiderable, than they would have it thought. 
The gay and the loud, 1 the bold and the-for- 
ward> nay the great and the noble, how¬ 
ever they ft 11 the Eye, are by no Means the 
Whole'of the V^orld: but there is Reafon on 
m&ny Accounts to look beyond thefe: and in-' 

quire. 
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qnsts^what the feritni&ahd what 

the Qenerakly ^nd MtffcpWk it 

is neither modeft nor 4 jpsdwW 
think df our Condu&J fhe 

Jucjgiitientjtf Time pa&o%t&e JJke B^viourr 
what is likely tobe the Judgment of Tim* to 
come i*wheh*we fljafi be fpoken df without 
Cep^nony, and ha^the Charadets that we 
appear to defei^e^ia4ehl%|$xed oh us t*a 
Matter abojur ^icJb. we esm not #ea%Jbf m- 
diiFerefet# though wemSjr a<&& it, ir 
Nor #ght thcOpmion^f Mankind duly ^ 
affiil m detej^g us from what; we know lobe 
Wrong, but jfeft&m us froiafeany Thtng4 
that we pofBh^ unagme vs*y#fewabfe WeT 
may apprehend/ p^lmps^that ftu&uaod foqh 
Libgr&es have Harm in tbein „ tytj&tf 
other Worthy^JUg^appreh^ihOyhave, 
may not wed$h*»8|^ ? And 

*a jx&tfae fefer S«|e the$**ner# «£ wer? we 
^ bo Defifrenpe 

w*hg* ArttyM* 

Juftpnttf 
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commonly efteemed facrcd, lead lome to 
eileem Nothing facred; and others to fufped, 
that we eileem Nothing lb ? Now this latter 
Effcctalone/ or any Thing that approaches 
towards it, would furely be very niuiearable. 
And they, who have no Concern what they are 
thought to be, are in Danger of having but 
little Concern what thev do. 

The Apoftle,* having thus recommended ' 
every Thing that vve can dii cover to be a Law 
of Life, and every Thing accounted llich by 
the Wife and Good, mav feem now to’have 
gone the utmoft Length that Precept could go. 
But he had ft ill one Thing in Refcrvc' for the 
ieventh and laft Place, to complete and crown 
the whole. Bolides the conftant Obligations 
of all Men, expreffed hitherto; fome, indeed 
moft, on one occaiion or another, are qualified 
for Actions of diftinguiihed Excellence, tran- 
Reading the common Meafures of Duty. AncU 
though none lliouid aim. at what is beyond his 
Strength, and all ftiould fir ft ground themfelvcs 
throughly in Things necMary, before they 
afpire farther; ahd ever beware of doing the 
leaft Evil, to bring about the gvi&teft Good: 
yet, thefe Precautions being oblerved, If there 
be any Virtue , and Jf there he any Praife; any 
4 fingular 
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lingular Opportunity for exerting fuperior 
Goodnefs, and acquiring proportioiiable Ho¬ 
nour ; to this alfo the Word of God, far from 
difcountenancihg an Ambition fo laudable, ex¬ 
cites and encourages in the Text. Hci c then 
every one is called forth, by the Voice of Hea¬ 
ven, to every Thing great and good, that ihall 
at any Time lie in his Power: to ferve his 
Creator, and benefit his Fellow-creatures, the 
moft eminently that he can, by ail the Means, 
that his Knowledge and Wealth,' his Example 
and Perfuafion, his Influence atid Authority, 
can furnifh out. And hlejjed is that Servant^ 
whom his Lord\ when he coiheth, Jha/l jiftdfo do- 

i”g '• • . 

thefe then arc the 'things', on which the 
Apofile directs us to think: and the general 
Obfervation which I would make upon them, 
in the fecond Place, is, that we cannot think of 
them in earned:, as enjoined by our Religion, 
without honouring it highly, and being ftrongly 
moved by it to every Part of right Temper and 
right Conduct. Such Precepts evidently prove, 
that Chriftianity is not a Contrivance to make 
Men, by Faith in Speculations, and Exactness 
in obfervances, happy in another World, with¬ 
out being good in the prefent. Articles of 

1 Matth. xxiv. 46. Luke xii. 43, 

* C 2 
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Belief, and Inflitutions of Worfhip, are Inltru- 

mentsonly: proper indeed, and appointed ones: 

* 

and we inuft never hope to l>e amended or ac¬ 
cepted, unlefs we take the Way to be fo, which 
God hath marked out. But neither muft we 
hope, that a formal Ufe of the Means will be 
fufficient, without ferious Cure to attain the 
End. Now the End of the Commandment is 
Charity , Love to God and Man, out of a pure 
Heart, and of a good Confcienci\ and of Faith 
unfeigned k ; which Words exprefs the very 
fame Temper with thofe in the Text. 

If then thefe be the Things, which Man¬ 
kind have Need to (earn, and God experts $ it 
lhould be remembered, that they arc taught in 
Perfection by the Scripture Revelation, and the 
Methods' of acquiring them too : that neither 
the one, nor the other, were ever taught, with¬ 
out Revelation, either generally, or dated ly, or 
without erols Defedls and Errors: and that 
they, who reject this Way of Ini!ruction and 
Worihip, have not pretended to i'uhflitutc any 
other; but ihewn, by ncgle&ing the Com¬ 
mands, and tranfgrcifuig the Red ruin ts, of natu¬ 
ral Religion, that their Disregard toChriftianity 
proceeds from bad Motives ; and will produce. 


'* i i* j* 


in 
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m Proportion as it increafcs and fpreadfc, the 
very word: Effects. Whoever, therefore, is 
indeed f concerned for true Virtue and moral 
Piety, will affectionately cfleem thofe incom¬ 
parable Lcflons of each, which the Gofpel 
affords him: and whoever hath at all a due 
Scnfe, how very often he hath violated, on 
one Occafion or another, the Didates of both, 
will rejoice from his Heart in thofe Affurances 
and Means of Forgivenefs for what is paft, and 
Afiiftance in what is to come, with which 
nothing but the Gofpel can blefs him. For, 
however thoughtlefs Offenders miay flatter 
themfelvcs, every coniideratc Mind mufl fee 
and feci, that Sin deferves Puniiliment, and 
Repentance is not innocence; that Pardon and 
Grace are not Debts, but voluntary Favours; 
and God alone can inform his Creatures with 
Certainty, on what Terms ,hc ,wiii bellow 
them, and to what Degree. Now he hath 
accordingly informed u?>, that only Faith in 

Chrifl, working h Love, avail?th ‘anv Thu: 

\ ’ 

and that^ihall intitle us. to every Thing. 

But. then Faith is not mere Belief; nor is 
Love mere Admiration* of the Advantages and 
I'roinJil-? of tlie Gomel: but- being moved by 


i GM.'v. 6. 


thefc 
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thefe to an uniform Pra&ice of its' Laws is 

* • 

tile fingle Eviderice which proves their Genu- 
inenefs: and unhappily is the very Attainment 
of which the Generality of Men fall* (hurt. 
Some there are, who retain the Name of Chris¬ 
tians, and feem to think it their Due, though 
perhaps they fcarce remember the Time, when 
they performed any one A& of Chriftian 
Devotion, at leaft in private. On public Wor¬ 
ship, it may be, or lbme Part of it, they do 
attend fometimes, to lave Appearances, or in 
Hope of Entertainment, or from a cpnfufed 
Notion of its being, they fcarce know why, 
a Duty: but without the leaft Conception, 
almoft, of any further Difference, between 
having Religion, and having none. Others, 
that make a Conference, fuch as it is, of Part 
of what they are Commanded, have no Re¬ 
gard at ajl to the rtft: but they will be pious 
without Virtue, of virtuous without Piety ; 
or they will clmfe, juft as they fancy,#rhich 
of the Laws of either they will obey# Which 
they will not. Even the more t*|jy good 
fcldom think of afpiring to Eminence pftStood- 
nefs: and they, who m many Refp^d&ittain 
high Perfedtion, often fad, moft unhappily, 
of lading the Beauty of Holinefe to the Reality 
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of it, by ai; amiable and ebllgMg. Department 
and Converfttipn? s|NM< eomfc%|0 polls, 
that fome^^^fe Region# at ufeidH%^^d 
others w difgufted with it, as hard* and d&j| 
agreeable^ that not a few of its Pjofeffo^s wifi* 
find it contribute only to their heavier Gon-* 
detonation > arid many of thofe who are in- 
titled to Reward will obtain a much inferior 
Reward to \yhat they might-have done and 
all owing to the Negleft of thinking, as they 
ought, on the important Virtues recommended 
in the Text. We give much Attention to 
low sfhd tsanfifory Things$ too much, it may 
be feared, ro finful and forbidden fenes. We 
muft know thefe excellent Qualifications to be 
the worthieft Objects of our Thoughts % why 
ihould they not alfo be fhe^noil confhntly 
prefect to them f But fuppofe they were, it is 
of no- more Ufe to think wifh fpcculative 
Delight ox* the Precepts,, tfaa# the Privileges 
of the Gofpel: but we m 0 , fa cpnftdcr both 
them and ourfelvea,^ tplgendy to examine, 
and fidihfuHy §tio$ t& Amount (for this the 
WHp$A thwkfofc m ftpfiy denojtes ia t^e Ori¬ 
ginal) our Dji^ and tft# Practice under each 
Amok st*wi compute, the Gopdneft of our 
Qoiditic(&* mt- by^the^l^re that we ppfilfs, 

' ‘ C 4 " cither 
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either of the gay, gr the folemn Trifles, to 
•which a^ne Men cprag^ionly attendbut folely 
by th% Refult, of this momentous Inquiry, 
^mad^^itjh great Impartiality, and with earneR 
♦Prayer for the divine’IUumination. Nor will 
thinking on our fpiritual State, merely enough 
to know it, benefit us j without thinking ef¬ 
fectually how to mend and improve it: by im¬ 
ploring God’s Pardon for every Thing wrong, 
and afcribing to his Grace every Thing right 
in us i and afking and uling his future Aflifl- 
ance, to withstand all Temptation, and increafc 
in all Goodnefs. Tbefe Things , thereforeftbink 
on and do: *and the God of Peace Jhall he with 
y«* n , 

» Phil. iv. 9. 
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Joshua xxiv. 15. 


And if it fern evil unto you to ferve the Lord, 
chufe you this Day whom you will ferve: 
whether the Gods which your Fathers ferved, 
that were on the other Side of tfte Flood ; or* 
the Gods of the Amorites, in whofe'Land ye 
dwell: but as for me and my Houje, we will 
ferve the Lord . 




T HE Sovereign Difpofer of 
being refblved to deftroy the 


all Things, 
Inhabitants 


of the Land of Canaan for their impious and 
barbarous Idolatries and unnatural Lulls, was 
pleafed to make the Jews, who were a much 
better, though far from a blamelei's, People, 
the Inftruments of their Deftru#ion, in order 
to the more Arongly againft the 

likeJiife. v Their Leader in this awful WWk 
vtt&Jofhnar who after he had acqomplifhed it, 
divided hfeGonquefts among# them; and then, 
having received, from the Gr&itude* of the 

People, 
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People, an Inheritance in his own-Tribe*, no 
Way confiderable, tvhiehhowevei was all that 
he a iked % appears to have retired thither, and 
fpentthe *reft of'hfeslPays in anhonourable 
BfMc^4?fcaving'&e Adminifttiatidn ofAfFairs, 
in >Tirae oftFeace^ to the dirdinary civil Ma- 
giftrates $ till, finding his End approach, he 
gathered all Ifrael> and palled f6r their Elders n 
their Heads ; their'Judges and their Officers b ; 
and they prefented themfelves before God* In 
this folena^ AfTembly, the laft he was to fee, 
leqpeRing rfothing for himfelf Or his Pofle- 
rity, but ilri&ly following: the ’ Example / of 
Mo/et, Who had in no Refpedt exalted his Mn\ 
Defcendants above the-reft of th£ People ; he 
expreffes die flrongefl Solicitude for what he 
knew the public Happincfs to depend on; the 
Prefervation of t rueReligkin* andconfequen % 
of Virtue, in Opposition t$ ^ 

Follies, and fhoekin^Vk^,^ thoKflarions 
round them, "To promote thw -JEnd^ ^ 

nerable Chief repofintysp thejft#by 
cial Direction of H^afedk*^ 
gthciOtofr Difpenfatibns 

ftir ^j&hercind-'they; hjkd ' 

her had been S© long a A coh^ii^^|k^vrit'nefa , 
of* Concluding the J^iftory wlth^heir prefent 


*Joih. six. 49? 50. 


Chap, xxiv. 1. 

v. happy 
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happy Condition :and his lnfereftte from the 
Whole ~is,' Now therefore fear the 
Jerve him, in Smeri^iaM in Truth Sj 
ingfenrfi^fe 

to think State, 

they are in therheftj •8e v ptoceeda to intifayt 
them^ that if J&y* are ^f&tisited with the 
Fmits obferving theirprefent Religiojfahd 
Lawi; they Would conftferwell, under what 
Other, upon die' Whole, they would wife to 
be; for under feme they muft. They mights, 
if they pleafed, after all he had fjM, tty M 
Change, -|aid take the Cdnfe<jueii^es: 4 but he 
ife feeri too much of the Benefit of adhering 
to God; %/have the leafb Defire of expe- 
riendngwould be the Effe<fls of for* 
faking h^i ^nd bis Piayii and hit Endeavour 
(hould be, that aE under hk Influence might 

fe^ikme : Steps. • if h fern 
,j$rfa$'tSf { ZtoM, tktofe ybi § - this 
■ ' as jit tne an£ 

' . Sk 't&miU'Jertoe tkeJLtod* 

.'We ; ha%-' ; > % 

sr there is, 

tfet^Menfmay grow iveaiy pf true 


■rf) 1 
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II. An Admonition, that fuch would 
think ferioufly what they propofe to 
dfchange it for; and what Advantage 

y they expert from tfience. 

III. The Rcfolutkm which prudent Men 
will make, whatever others do; to 
continue in the Practice of it them- 

. felvesj and preferve a confcientious 
Regard to itf'amongft all that are 
placed under their Infpedfcio$. 

I. An Intimation of the Danger there is, 
that a great Part of the World may grow 
weary of Religion, even whilft it is taught in 
Simplicity and Truth. ^ 

"Undoubtedly one of the ftrbnge$ Prejudices 
againft it hath arifen from the abfurd, and of¬ 
ten hurtful Mixtures, with which, from Time 
toTime, it hath been corrupted, either by mif- 
taken or defigning Men. Thde have^ tempted 
many to reject Ae whole, good and bad pro- 
%iifcuoufly; without fepararing what was of 
God from what Was of Man! Now, Were every 
Thing elfe to be tfetled in thisMarifi^r, not one 
of the righted: Principles of Behaviour, orithe 
moft valuable Bleffings of Life, could podfbly 
dfcape. For what is there on £§rth, that hath 
not* beep freqd&Hh mifunderfloods perverted 

and 
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and abufed, both by Wc^knefs and Wi^Jted- 
nefs ? It. is therefore the grofieft, Partiality, 
not to diftiuguilh in^ the Cafe of Religion, 
when we do it in ever^other indeed, hot to 
be as zealous for jvery r&tl«Part of it, (for they 
are all highly ufeful) a$ agkinft the Corrup¬ 
tions it hath unhappily undergone* And yet, 
even in a Country where it is the pureft, Ibme 
can allow themfelves to talk, as if it were 

A 

Fraud an<| Impdfition throughout: can gratify 
their Vanity, defend their Vices, or ferve their 
Interefts, by in lifting confidently on the moft 
groundleft and exploded Objections ^ Some¬ 
times again ft all Reverence to ‘Him who ere- 

_ * 

ated them; often againft the Revelation he 
hath made to them: nay,*can (light it as in- 
tirely, without being acquainted with the Sha¬ 
dow of an Objection, as if they had the 
ftrongeft in the World; think it a Reafon 
abundantly fufficient, that they (ee others of 
good Figure do lb; and at lalt, perhaps, fet 
themfelves to make it their Scprn, witliout 
having once confidered ' in carried:, ^^sther 
they ought npt to have made it the Rule and 
Comfort ^f their Lives. 

This is going great Lengths; yet not abfo- 
lutely the greateft of jail. For it hath happened 
too commonly, that thole very*Things, for 
* * whici 
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which Religion ougjit to be honoured moftj 
have been the true Qmfes of Mens oppofing 
and forfakiog it. The Jew, for Inftange, 
were diiguftedjivith theirs, becau& it was too 
fpiritual and refined for them* We, indeed, 
who are blefTed with one yet more fo, may be 
tempted to find the contrary Fault with that of 
Mofis* But think what the Worship of die 
World was at that Time: Worfhip of the Sun, 
Moon and Stars; brute Beafts, Stacks and 
Stones; Altars under every green Tree, and 
upon every high Hill; Ceremonies number- 
lefs, \ mneaning, immodeft, inhuman* How 
prodigious a Reformat bn was it then, to in¬ 
troduce, inflead of thefe miichievous Abfur- 
dities, the Adoration of one only invi$ble Be¬ 
ing, die Maker of all Things! and the Offer¬ 
ing of Sacrifices to him in one only Temple 
upon Earth; with Rites and Obiervances, 
few in Com pari fon, and dirc&ly? pointed 
againft Idolatry and Superftition ! But what 
Was really the IVIerit pf their Religion, was the 
Groi^i^f their Clamour againft $: Make us 
Gods to go before us*; let us have Deities,;that 
We cam fee and feel, to carry along^with us ; 
Was. the Cry of the People?.and whenever 
thgy forfook the Lord, it was for^ thefe more 

* 4 £xod: mii. 24 zfi 
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fobftantial Objects of Devotion. This may 
feemunaccountableenough; andyet,amongft 
ourfelves, Converts are frequently made to a 
Communion, one of whofe chief Recom¬ 
mendations muft be, that it ftrikes the Senfes,' 
with Images and Formalities, Pomp and 
Shew. 

But, as fome are prejudiced again ft true Re¬ 
ligion for being too rational; -many, it may be 
feared, are averfe to it for being too moral. 
As long as Piety can be made, in any Shape, 
conliftent with $irt \ whether by trufting in 
Faith without Works, or fubftittfting Works 
of no Value for thofe of real Value ; or abound¬ 
ing ' in fome one Sort of Duties, inftead of 
honeftly pradHfing every Sort; fo long it may 
be borne with. But if the Teachers of it 
will aflert and prove, asu! attempt to convince 
Mankind, 'that no one can be pious, without 
being uniformly virtuous; then ’there remains^ 
no Poffibility of compromiiing Matters: but/ 
if Religion will give no Quarter, to Vice, the 
Vicious muft give no Quarter to Religion ; f 
a very bad Inducement, 1 own, but a very 
ftrong one * and.it deferves careful Reflexion, 
whether a principal Reafbti, why Chriftianity 
is now# more than ever, difregarded* be nor 

this; 
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this; that now, more than ever, fince thd 
primitive Ages, it is % preached, as to leave 
no Room for being godjy and wicked at once. 
But, however "this be, there appears, in gene¬ 
ral, but too much Danger, indeed but tod 
much Experience, that Men may be tired 
even of true Religion j that it may fiem evil 
unto them , to firve the Lord their God! There-* 
lore the Text contains, 

II. An Admonition, that fuch, as are dif* 
pofed to throw off the Bonds of Duty to their 
Maker, would think fcriouily, what Sort* of 
Change they are about to venture upon, and 
how they hope to be Gainers by it* 

No other Courfc, that they can take, lb 
much as promifes any Good with refped to a 
future State : yet they mu ft own there maybe 
one: nay, if God be either juft, or wife, or 
good, or true,; there will ; and if there be, it 
is the moft important Interefl we have, or 
can have, to be happy in it; yet nothing 
but Religion, provides ‘againft our being 
miferable in it. A Consideration, which takes 
little Time to exprefs; but very few fpend 
enough in thinking of it: for what are the 
poor Pleafures of this fliort Life, compared 
with the Joys or the Pains of Eternity ? But 

even 
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even as to the prefent World, how much 
Freedom foever bad Men may afteCt, iorne 
Mafter they muft ferve; fome Rcftraints they 
muft be under, and fome Mortifications they 

mi 

muft go through. Conlider the Purfuits of the 
felfifh and ambitious; are not they obliged to 
iupprefs their Inclinations, and contradict 
their Paflions, in a thoufimd Inftances, to 
carry the finglc Point of their worldly Ad¬ 
vantage? Confider (lie Indulgences of the 
voluptuous and intemperate, the Sallies and 
Flights of the wild and extravagant; we are 
apt to lay indeed, that they deny thcmfclves 
Nothing: hut is it true? Are there not Mul-' 
titudes of Things, that all of them wifh for, 
and cannot have: and tlill greater Multitudes; 
in Proportion as they give their Willies a 
larger Scope? Is any polliblc Scheme of Life 
to be carried on, without Self-denial in fome 
I hing or other? Or, if Men can, and will, 
do juft as they plcale at firft; what comes of 
it? Is it not the perpetual Confequence, that 
they muft fuller for it at laft; and bear much 
the heavier Burthen, after a Time, becaufe they 
let out with the Refolution of bearing none? 

Jf therefore every Method, we can pitch on, 
hath at leaft, either its Reftraints, or its Suf¬ 
ferings; and probably both: which arc moft 
Vol. IL D 


re a- 
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reafonablc ? which arc mod beneficial ? Thofe 
of Religion and Morals: or thole of the va- 

o 

rious Mailers, which, on departing from Re¬ 
ligion and Morals, we mu ft obey ? It concerns 
us highly, in fuch a* Queftion, not to flatter 
ourfelvcs, and take Things for granted; .not 
to guefs, and run the Rifque, but to examine 
and choofe: whereas the Misfortune is, Men 
enter upon a Courfe, and follow it their whole 
Lives, without ever deliberately chufing it at 
all: frith /j, as the Prophet expreiles it, be¬ 
tween tivi Opinions\ whilft they proceed in 
one Tenor of Pradlicc; and that, the wrong 
one. For the unfafe one is certainly the 
wrong: and, unlefs Religion cannot be true, 
neither Impiety, nor Immorality, can be fe¬ 
line. Whoever therefore allows hirnfelf in 
either, ought before-hand to know very cer¬ 
tainly, what is impoflible to know (for we 
cannot know Things to be true, which are 
falle); firft, that Nothing remains to be iiopcd 
or feared in another Life: and then, that 
Wickednefs bids laireft for Happincfs in this. 

Too many indeed appear to think the latter 
Point, at leaft, a very dear one. But remem¬ 
ber, the Inquiry is, not merely, what will 

* i Kings, xviii. 21. 
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afford us mofl Pleafure juft at the prefent; or 
even for a few Years ; though it is feldom, 
that the vicious find Reafon to applaud their 
own Condudt fo long: but what will continue 
to pleafe, what will give us the Advantage 
upon the whole, taking inward Satisfaction 
into the Account, as well as outward Gratifi¬ 
cations ; and not only delight us in the firft 
and fmalleft Part of the Journey of Life, hut 
fupport us in the Remainder, that needs it 
moft; and enable us to conclude it with Com¬ 
fort and Credit. That abandoned Wickedncfs 
cannot do this, every one, who thinks and ob- 
ferves, muft fee; and they w ho do not, will 
foon feel. Some therefore contrive to take a 
middle Way : indulge themfelvcs beyond Vir¬ 
tue, yet reftrain themfelvcs fliort of Profligate - 
nefs. And undoubtedly there would be lefs 
Guilt in this, if it were not, that being fo de¬ 
liberately guilty is a great Aggravation. There 
may alfo fewer worldly Inconveniences follow 
from it: but ftill, if great Deviations from 
Duty lead to great Mifchiefs j the fmaller mull, 
in Proportion, lead to fome. And befides, 
they, who intended to go but a little out of 
the Way, are almoft always either invited, or 
driven gradually farther and farther: and can 
never know before-hand, where they lhall 

D 2 flop. 
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flop. Indeed what is there to flop them ? 
Defires multiply and (Ircngthen. Duty is out 
of the Queflion. Prudence grows accuftomed 
to fubmit: perhaps falls low enough, to ad- 
vile covering one Sin with another. What 
now fhall keep fuch Pcrfons back from any 
Crime? A Principle of Honour, it may poffi- 
bly be laid. And true Honour, lb far as it 
goes, is a noble Principle indeed. It is uni¬ 
form Virtue, adorned with Dignity of Man¬ 
ners, with Attention to every Thing praife- 
worthy and amiable, and Scorn of evei^r Thing 
bale and mean; judging what is fo, by Reafon 
and Truth, not vulgar Opinion. Butthefalfc 
Honour cl' the vicious is an airy Phantom, 
changeable as Fancy and Fall lion vary, that 
permits in Multitudes of Inflances, and re¬ 
quires in l'ome, the wickedefl, the cruellefl, 
the abfurdell Behaviour; and fets Men up for 
Objects of Refpc£l, that have no one good 
Quality, merely becaufe they profefs calling to 
Account whoever fhall fail of the Regard they 
demand, or aferibe to them any bad Quality, 
which they do not care to own: It can never 
be, that fo wretched a Counterfeit as this 
(hould be the Guide of Life. There is therefore 
none to be trufled to, if Virtue be rejected ; 
and Virtue, without Religion, neither is com¬ 
plete. 
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plete, nor will be effectual. If other Superiors 
and Benefactors are intitled to Reverence, God 
is. If outward Exprctfions of Reverence are 
to be fhewn them, they are tp be Ihcwn Him: 
both to preferve it alive in our own Minds, and 
to fpread it around us. And if any Expreflions 
of it are due, thofc which he hath appointed 
are due. Paying fuch Regard to God, joined 
with Attendance on proper *Initru<ftion, muft 
naturally produce a ferious Care, to abftain 
from every Thing injurious, to do every Thing 
beneficial, in human Life: as not only our in- 
difpenfableObligation, but our mofl important 
Intereft. And what other Motive can either 
extend fo far, or influence fo flrongly? If 
then there be any Need, that the World fhould 
grow better, or not grow worfe; that Men 
fhould live together innocently and ufefully j 
have Comfort under Afflictions in this Life, 
or look for eternal BlefTednefs in the next $ 
Principles of Piety muft be encouraged. Nay, 
could we poflibly be content to give up all 
thefe Advantages, there would ft ill remain 
other Confiierations of great height on the 
fame Side, Though we may throw off Reli¬ 
gion fo far as not to be governed by its Pre-. 
cepts: we fhall be made, on that very Ac¬ 
count, from Time to Time, extremely uneafy 

£> 3 by 
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by its Threatenings: and the Confequcnce of 
not obeying God as Children, will be dread¬ 
ing him as Criminals. What if here and there 
a few profefs to have got over thefe Fears? 
Perhaps inwardly they know the contrary; or, 
however, they come to know it when they lead 
think of it; or, could they be fure never more 
to experience them on Earth, they will too 
foon feel furer and greater Torments in Hell, 
for having thus wickedly hardened their 
Hearts. But Mankind in general cannot get 
over the Fear of God. Some Religion they 
mud and will have: and the only Queftion is, 
whether it fhall be a good and true, or a falfe 
and bad one. JoJhua therefore puts the Mat¬ 
ter to the fews in a perfectly juft Light: If 
it feem evil unto you to ferve the Lord y choofe 
you whom you will ferve: whether the Gods 
which your Fathers ferved that were on the other 
■Side of the Flood; or the Gods of the Amoritcs> 
in whofe Land ye dwell. It is true the Jfraelites 
were prone to Superftition: we are inclined 
to Profanenefs; and therefore may feem in no 
Danger of the oppofite ExtremU But uni- 
verfal Profanenefs, and total Unbelief, never 
fubfifted long any where, and never will: 
the World could not bear it: and the human 

Mind 
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Mind hath a natural Bent the other Way. You 
have feen this in the Cafe of the Jews. What 
was that of the Gentiles when they forfook 
the Truth ? That bccaufe , when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither were thank¬ 
ful ; they became vain in their Imaginations , and 
their foolijh Heart was darkened, till they changed 
the Glory of the incorruptible God into an Image 
made like unto corruptible Man, and Birds, and 
four-footed Bcafls, and creeping Things'. 

We of the prelent Age indeed cannot well 
go thus far at once: but by how ealy Steps 
may we come to it! Were not our Forefathers 
near it, but a little more than Two Hundred 
Years ago : worshipping, with more Zeal than 
they did their Maker, Images of pretended 
Saints, many of whom had lived and died 
great Sinners, and addrefling Prayers to them 
in a Language they did not underhand ? Now 
the fame high Road, that of Po{>cr,, is open 
vet. And will not Numbers be inclined to 
take it, if they can be perfuaded, from what 
they fee, that the Profcfllon of the Protcftant 
Religion is the diredl Way to the Profeflion 
of no Religion at all ? When public Worlhip 
and Inftru&ion are once deferted, or attended 
on with vilible Indifference and Contempt ; 

c Rom. i. 21—>24. 
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when Perfons are taught Nothing, and guard¬ 
ed again# Nothing 5 will they not of Courfe 
be in Danger of every Thing ? And have we 
not Seducers among us in every Corner, train¬ 
ed up with the mo# artful Subtlety, to work 
on the Ignorance of fbme, the Guilt of others, 
the private Intereft of a third Sort; to lead 
them over unto a Communion, that hath cor¬ 
rupted the Notions of Piety, and weakened 
the Bonds of moral Obligation ; done infinite 
Mifchief to Mankind by Tyranny, Perfidy and 
Cruelty; and muft be an eternal Foe, what¬ 
ever it may fometimes pretend, to that happy 
Eftablifhment of Truth and Liberty, which 
may God preferve to us and ours ? Whoever 
therefore hath a Dread of Superftition, Bigotry 
and Slavery, fliould be zealous in the higheft 
Degree for pure Religion, and if ever he 
would have his Zeal effectual, muft exprefs it 
in the fame Manner, that we find in the 

Illd Part of the Text, the Jewifh Chief did j 
by refolving, that, whatever others do, he and 
his Houfe will ferve the Lord. 

Fear of Singularity hath a moil powerful 
Influence on Mankind: and, in Matters nearly 
indifferent, it is very ufeful that it fhould. 
But in Points of Importance; our Cpnqcrn 
is, to adt as we ought ourfelves, let thofe 

around 
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around us adt as they will: take all the inno¬ 
cent Care we can, neither to provoke their 
Anger nor Contempt; but ftill do the right 
Thing, and fland by it: preferring the Tef- 
timony of our own Hearts, that we deferve 
Approbation, before receiving from Men ever 
fo much of it. But efpecially in Religion, 
both Reafon and Scripture didtate this Beha¬ 
viour. And yet many, who can even aflfedt 
to be lingular in Trifles and Follies, have fuch 
a cowardly Fear of being thought fo in the 
Cafe of ferioufly profefling Religion, where it 
would be truly honourable, and they would in 
Fadt be honoured for it, perhaps even by their 
prefent Acquaintance, or at leaft by better 
whom they might chule, and by the World 
in general; that, to avoid this imagined Evil, 
they will incur the moll real ones, a guilty 
Confcience in this World, and the Wrath of 
their Maker in the next. If this be not con¬ 
temptible Weaknefs, what is ? And if it be, 
Serving the Lord, let ever fo few do it, is true 
Wifdom. 

put then it muff be obferved, that, though 
every Degree of genuine Regard to God will 
produce to us proportionable Benefits, and 
preserve us in fome Degree from Sufferings; 

yet 
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yet the Life and Immortality, promifed in the 
Gofpel, can be attained, and, where it is 
faithfully preached, eternal Punifliments can 
be avoided, only by Obedience to the Terms 
propofed in the Gofpel. The Do&rines, 
therefore, which God hath revealed there, 
plain or myderious, mud: be received with 
humble Faith; the Duties he hath enjoined 
there, moral or pofitive, mud: be obferved with 
pious Reverence; and our Hope of future 
Happinefs mud be placed, not in the Merit, 
either of our own good Works, for without 
the Grace of the Holy Spirit wc cannot do 
any; or of our own Repentance, for being 
forry that we have finned is not being inno¬ 
cent ; but folely in the Divine Mercy through 
our blcfied Redeemer, who died for us that we 
might live to Him. And, how much foever 
thefe Rules may be overlooked or defpifed in 
the World, yet he hath repeatedly afiured us, 
with uncommon Strength of Exprelfion, that 
our not being ajhamed of him and bis Words, of 
which thefe are Part, is an indifpenfable Con¬ 
dition of his not being ajhamed of us at the 
great Day*. 

But fcrving the Lord, as good Chridians 
ourfelves, is not diffident, when we are in- 

f Mark vui. 38. 
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truded with others alfo. Now, in fome De¬ 
gree, \vc are intruded with all who are placed 
under our Influence, efpecially if they be un¬ 
der our Authority too: and God, with Jus¬ 
tice, experts every one to do the Good, which 
he hath given him Abilities for doing: for, 
conferring them, is the highed Honour he 
can bellow on his Creatures; and ufing them, 
is the nohled Way of at once obeying and re- 
fembling our Creator. But, not to exceed 
the Limits of domedic Life, to which the 
Text points our View: Parents are, by Na¬ 
ture and Scripture, intruded with their Chil¬ 
dren : bound in Confciencc to endeavour, that 
the Being, which they have given them, prove 
not a miferable one: bound in Prudence to pro¬ 
vide, that, when they grow up, they may be a 
Comfort and a Credit to them, not a Shame 
and a Curfe. And yet, how commonly is the 
ornamental and fuperflcialPart of theii* Educa¬ 
tion the only one attended to ? Perhaps a flight 
Form of catechetical Inftru&ion, and a Prayer 
or two are learnt by Rote, as a Talk in their 
Childhood, fore mere Form's Sake, and per¬ 
haps not: but, after that, very little Care taken 
in teaching them Rules of common Pruddncc; 
lefs dill in giving them any confident Prin¬ 
ciples 
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ciples of Morals; none at all in binding them 
down to both, by a ferious inward Senfe of 
Religion; of the Purity of God’s Law ; their 
Depravity, and Need of a Redeemer and Sanc¬ 
tifier ; the Importance of Chrift’s Ordinances, 
without which, nothing will be inwardly, or 
often outwardly, fuch as it ought: and then, 
at laft, either great Surprize and Anger is ex- 
prefied, at their coming out, what it mud be 
expected they fhould: or elfe their Ruin is 
ftupidly acquiefced’in, as unavoidable from the 

Beginning : and Men lit down contented, that 

* 

they who are neareft, and ought to be deareft 
to them, lhall be wicked, and wretched, and 
defpicable; or, however they efcapc here, un¬ 
done to Eternity. 

But, not only our Children fhould be led to 
efteem and praftiie the Obligations of Piety, 
but our Servants and Dependants, We can¬ 
not indeed force them to it, and we need not. 
But we can give them Opportunity, and Ad¬ 
vice, and Encouragement: we can remove the 
obftinately bad, to preferve the reft: we can 
put the Inftrudtion of good Books in their 
Way: we can call them to Family-Devotions, 
from the lamentable Omiflion of which Duty, 
a very great Part of our Sins and Follies pro¬ 
ceeds ; 



SERMON II. 


45 

ceeds ; and we can likewife bring Tome of them 
at one Time, and fend the reft at another, to 
the Houfe of God. It is very true, praying 
and reading at Home, and goipg to Church, 
are neither the Whole nor the Main of their 
Duty; and they will be faithfully told fo, 
when they come here. But thefe are Parts of 
the firft and great Commandment, Regard to 
Him that made us; and they are fuch Parts 
as, if they negleCt, they will too cafily think 
they may as well negleCt the reft. Moft 
of them would be glad of this kind Attention 
to them; all of them would refpeCt us for it: 
and, were ever fo many of them indifferent 
about it, or worfe, ought it to be an Affair 

• 

indifferent to us ? When poor, ignorant, 
thoughtlefs Creatures come to live under our 
Roof; is it Chriftian, is it human, to let them 
go on, juft as they will, to their own Deilruc- 
tion of Body and Soul ? They contribute a 
great deal to our Happinefs: why fhould not 
we contribute, fince we fo ealily may, in this 
important Point, to theirs ? But indeed is not 
our own, prefent a6 well as future, deeply con¬ 
cerned in it too ? Our Eafe, our Characters, 
our Fortunes, our Lives, depend on the IIp- 
nefty, the Veracity, the Sobriety, the Diligence, 

of 



46 SERMON II. 

of thofe about us. And what can fecure thefe 
Qualities in them fo well, as their being per- 
fuaded, that God requires them at their Hands; 
and will treat them, as they treat us ? Were 
this Motive weaker than it is, no real one 
ought to be defpifed. Loud Complaints of 
the ill Behaviour of the lower Part of the 
World, are made continually; but whom have 
the upper Part to thank for it but themfelves, 
if they take rto Care to prevent or mend it ? 
With the bed: Care, it will happen too fre¬ 
quently 5 but, without it, what elfe can hap¬ 
pen ? 

Upon the Whole, it is aftonifhing, that any, 
who pretend to be good, can fail to endeavour, 
that their Children and Servants may be religi¬ 
ous ; when not a few, confelfedly bad, take 
fuch Precautions as they can to make them bet¬ 
ter than they are willing to be themfelves. 
And undoubtedly this is very prudent, fo far as 
it goes. But, as the Prudence of fuch People 
is throughout eflentially defective, fo this In¬ 
fiance of it, ordinarily fpeaking, can go but a 
very little Way. For what Likelihood is 
thefe, that a few right Exhortations, or Di¬ 
rections, from the Head of a Family, will 
make the Members of it modeft and fober, 
4 juft 
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juft and regular ; while his Example autho¬ 
rizes them to be lewd and intemperate, un¬ 
juft and diforderly ? Or that fending them to 
Church v will teach them to reverence God; 
whilft, perhaps, the Table-talk that they hear 
daily, teaches them to defpife him ? Our Con¬ 
duct therefore mull be all of a Piece; elle we 
fliall neither fucceed, nor will it avail us to our 
own eternal Happinefs, if we do. But let 
us fxrft refolve to ferve God ourfclvcs; and 
then we may infift, that they who belong to 
us fliall, both with a good Grace, and good 
Hope of his Blefling: to which we cannot 
acquire a ftronger Title, than by that Method, 
w hich procured, as we read in Scripture, to the 
Father of the Faithful and his Defcendants, a 
Benedi&ion fo diftinguiflied, both temporal 
and fpiritual: Abraham Jkall furcly become a 
great and mighty Nation , and all the Nations of 
the Earth Jhall be blejfed in him . * For I know 
him, that be will command his Children and his 
Houjhold after him , and they Jhall keep the Way 
of the Lord, to do JuJlice and Judgment, that 
the Lord may bring upon Abraham that, which 
he hath Jpoken of him *. 

* Gen. xviii. iS, 19. 
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Matt. xxii. 37, 38. 

Jefus faid unto him , S Thou Jhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all'thy Heart , and with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Mind. 

This is the firjl and great Commandment . 

F | ^HESE Words contain the former Part 
-*• of our bleded Lord’s Anfwer to the 
Queftion, Majier , which is the great Command¬ 
ment in the Law f It was put to him by one of 
the Scribes or Lawyers, the authorized In- 
ftru&ors of the People, tempting him: that is, 
defigning to make Trial of his Knowledge, 
and the Soundnefs of his Dodtrine. For the 
Man’s Intention plainly appears to have been 
no worfe than this, from his immediate Ap¬ 
probation of our Saviour’s Judgement; and the 
gracious A durance he received in Return, that 
be was not far from the Kingdom of God, as* we 
read in the parallel Place of St. Mark \ 


VOL. II. 


1 Mark xii. 34. 
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Which of the Commandments is the great- 
eft, may feem to us a Qucftion of more Curi- 
ofity than Importance: becaufe undoubtedly 
the leaft, as well as the greateft, ought to be 
obfcrved. Yet ftill it was a Point of fome 
Confequence in itfelf: lince two Precepts 
might interfere: and Men be obliged to omit 
one in order to obey the other: now in fuch 
Cafes it was material to know, which they 
ftiould prefer. But the Notions entertained 
amongft the Jews increafed the Neceffity of a 
right Decifion of this Doubt*. They divided 
the Injunctions of the Laws as appears from 
their Books yet remaining, into weighty and 
light ones. The former, they held, a Man 
muft keep ftriCtly, if he would enter into Life* 
eternal: but the latter, fome of them affirmed, 
had only a fmall Recompence belonging to 
them, and that in this World; fo that a Man 
might neglect them, one Rabbi faith trample 
upon them , without much Danger. Nay, there 
were Teachers of coniiderable Reputation 
amongft them, who afterted, that God had 
given his People fo great a Number of Pre¬ 
cepts with this View, that, by obferving any 
one, meaning probably any of the weighty 

* Vid Schoetgenii Hor. Heb. Be Talnw in loc. c Matth. xix. 17. 

ones. 
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ones, they might obtain Salvation*. This was 
very bad: but their Opinions, which were the 
weighty ones, made it worfe yet. Some indit¬ 
ed that thofe alone were weighty, the Tranf- 
greffors of which, it was expreflly threatened 
in the Law, ihould be cut off; and all the reft 
light. Some held the third Commandment, 
fome the fifth, iome the Obfervation of the 
Sabbath, fome that of Circumcifion, to be the 
weightieft. In our Saviour’s Time, it feerns 
by the Reply which the Scribe made him, 
that Sacrificing was commonly thought the 
principal Article of the Law. And indeed 
inaay Pafiages, not only in the Gofpels, but in 
the Prophets, evidently iliew, that the Nation 
in general were fond of exalting the ceremonial 
Precepts above the moral ones, becaufe they 
found them lefs difagreeable. In themfeLves, 
it muft be owned, the former were a heavy 
Yoke, though in their Circumftahces it had 
long been a needful one. But to bad Men 
Nothing is to heavy, as reforming their Hearts 
and Lives. It is true, their Sacrifices, and all 
their Obfervanccs, rightly interpreted, required 
this, in order to their final Acceptance with 
God. But the outward ACt being a Matter of 
great Form and Punctuality, and fome times 

4 Pocock on Ho£ xiv. 2. cite* this from Ikkarim, 1 . iii. c. 29. 
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Expence too, they eafily perfuaded themfelves 
of what they had a great Mind to believe, that 
a fcrupulous Performance of fiich troublefbme 
and Ihewifh Duties would certainly be fuffi- 
cient, whatever their inward Difpofitions and 
common Behaviour might be. Yet, at the 
lame Time, the Ejfenes , no inconliderable Sefl 
amongfl them, though affecting Privacy, and 
probably therefore not appearing in the Hiftoiy 
of the Gofpels, ran into the contrary Extreme: 
and, profefling great SanCtity of Manners, 
omitted the Temple-Sacrifices intirely*. 

In fuch a State of Things as this, it was 
natural to aik the Sentiments of fo remarkable 
a Teacher as our blefled Lord: and very im¬ 
portant, both for the Inftru&ion of the People 
and for his own Character, that he Ihould de¬ 
clare thtm. Undoubtedly he had now a fair 
Opportunity of fecuring the Applaufe of the 
Multitude and their Leaders, by an Anfwer 
fuitable to the Notions in Vogue ; inflead of 
gaining, as he did, by contradicting them, 
only the fingle Approbation of one good Man. 
But for this Caufe came he into the Wirld, that 
he Jhould bear Witnefs unto the Uruth': which 

• Philo, Liber quifquis virtuti flutter, vol. ii. p. 457. ed. Mang. 
Jofepb. Ant. 1 . xviii. c. r. • f John xviii. 37. 
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yet he did with fuch Prudence, as never to 
prejudice the lead Part of it in his Zeal for 
the greated. When he blamed the Scribes 
and Pharifees for preferring the minuted: of 
ritual Obfervances to the weightier Matters of 
the Law, judgement) Mercy and Faith, he 
added immediately, Thefe ought ye to have done , 
and not to leave the other undone *. In the Text 
he proceeds with the fame Caution: and, well 
knowing how prone Men arc to draw falle 
Confequences from the trued: Dodrines, not 
content with deciding which was the firft and 
great Commandment , he allures them, that the 
fecond, a very comprehenlive one, was of the 
fame Nature and Obligation with it: nay, for 
yet fuller Security, fubjoins a Declaration, 
that, though to thefe were fubordinate, yet 
with thele were conneded, whatever Things 
elfe the Scripture had required. fefusfaidunto 
him, Thou Jhalt love the Lord thy tiod with all 
thy Hearts and with all thy Soul, and with all 
thy Mind . This is the firjt and great Command¬ 
ment*. And thefecond is like unto it. Thou Jhalt 
love thy Neighbour as thyfelf On thefe two 
Commandments hang all the Law and the Pro¬ 
phets. Here then we fee the whole Sydem of 

Matth. xxiii. 23. 

h Azen Ejjtra faith, the Love of God is, rowan ✓a enttf 
the Root of ail the Commandments. Buxt. hluiil. p. 278. 

E 3 our 



SERMON IK. 


54 

our Duty, {landing on its proper Foundation* 
and exhibited to our View in its natural Or r 
der: beginning with the Love of God, pro¬ 
ceeding to the Love of our Fellow-creatures, 
and perfected in a careful Attention to every 
Regard of every Kind owing to either; which 
we cannot pay, without a virtuous Govern¬ 
ment of ourfelves. 

The Love of God is the Subject to be ex¬ 
plained at prefen t: which I fhall do by (hewing, 

I. Its Nature. 

II. The Importance of it in Point of Duty. 

III. Its Influence on our Happinefs. 

IV. The Methods which infinite Wifdon^ 
hath employed, to cultivate it in our Minds. 

I. Its Nature. 

Various Affections cannot fail to arife in our 
Hearts from contemplating the Attributes and 
Actions of our Maker. His Eternity and Pre¬ 
fence every where muff needs raife in us 
Wonder and Aftoniffiment. His unbounded 
Power and Knowledge, befidcs increafing this 
greatly, muff alfo fill us with Apprehenfions, 
that our Happinefs or Mifery depends on his 
ConduCt towards us. But there is no deter- 
minate Ground in all this for being either 
pleafed or forry If then we confider next, 
that the fame being is perfectly juff and righte¬ 
ous 
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ou&, this immediately gives us abfblute Secu¬ 
rity, fo far as we are innocent; and great 
Comfort, that he, who can do all Things, 
will do only what i*> equitable. It gives us 
Fear indeed, with Reafon, in Cafes where we 
are confcious, as in Multitudes we all are, of 
ill Defert. But fuch Dread, even in the 
gtiiltied of Men, mud be accompanied with 
a real, though unwilling. Approbation of the 
Character: and the penitent Concern of better 
Minds will he attended with reverent Edeem. 
Yet, were we to flop here, our Veneration for 
God would be incomplete, becaufe there dill 
remains a more valuable and engaging Quality 
than any that we have hitherto been aferibing 
to him. But let us advance one Step further, 
and place before our Eyes the univerfid Boun¬ 
ty and Mercy of our heavenly . Father, proved 
hy the plained Reafon, experienced in the 
Works of his Creation and the Courie of his 
Providence; but exercifed moft'fully beyond 
Companion in the unfpeakahle Bleffing of our 
Redemption, and revealed to u§ mod plainly 
in the Declarations of his Holy Word: tj St-'ji \ , 
if our Souls have any Feeling, there will ipd< 1 4 
up in them, lively Sentiments of Complacency, 
of Gratitude, of Love. And when once G j - 

E 4 nv : \ 
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nefs hath made the Impreffion, every other 
Perfection of his Nature will both drengthen 
it inexpreflibly, by enabling him to do us 
continually all poflible Ads of Kindnefs, and 
at the fame Time regulate it duly, by a pro¬ 
per Temperature of that awful RefpeCl, with 

which our tendered; Affections towards the 

«% 

High and Holy one , that inhabiteth Eternity 1 , 
ought ever to be intimately mixed. 

Such then is the Love of God. And as our 
Senfe of the Divine Excellence cannot be too 
drong, but mud indeed at the bed fall infi¬ 
nitely fhort of v/hat he deferves; we are com¬ 
manded to love him with all our Heart , with 
♦ 

all our Soul, and with all our Mind; that is, with 
the utmod Exertion of our inward Powers. Not 
that we are to confine our whole Affection to 
him: for it follows. Thou jhalt love thy Neigh¬ 
bour as thyfelf \ Whatever hath any Thing 
amiable in any Degree, we ought, as far as we 
can, to edeem in Proportion: and confequently 
Him beyond Expreffion mod, who hath in the 
highed Degree poflible every Thing that can 
appearamiable to our rational Faculties, duly ex- 
ercifed. All ObjeCts therefore are to be exclud¬ 
ed, fo far as Attachments to them would be 

* Ifai. lvii. jj. 
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inconfiftent with Devotednefs to our Maker t 
Now the Worfhip of falfe Deities is peculiarly 
inconfiflent with it. And for that Reafon the 
Love of God, when prefcribed to the Jews in 
the Old Te{lament, is ufually explained by ad¬ 
hering to him with conjugal Fidelity, (for un¬ 
der that Image it is often exprefifed) in Qppo- 
fitlon to his Rivals, the Idols of the Nations; 
and not dividing themfelves, as they were ex r 
tremely apt to do, between Jehovah and them. 
But if, infleadof thefe Idols, we fit up any others 
in our Hearts* make unlawful Pleafure, Power, 
Profit, Refentment, our Deities j this alfo is 
an evident Breach of the Faith which we have 
vowed to our fovereign gracious Lord. Nay, 
if we value the moil allowable Objedts of De¬ 
fire fo highly, as to forget or think little of the 
Supreme God, we flill incur the feme Kind 
of Guilt. For we ought to confider whatever 
we have Caufe to love befl, as bellowed on us 
by his Hand and therefore as a Motive to 
love him above all % from nphom every good and 
perfeB Gift cometh down 1 . To fey,indeed, that 
we ought to love it in this View only, as 
coming from him, would be going too far: 
becaufe, had we been ignorant of God, moil 

k Ezek. xiv. 3. 1 James i« 17. 
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Things, that deferve our Liking now, would 
in their Degree have deferred it then. But 
flill, the more we attend to the Goodnefs of 
God in every Thing, without negkding the 
inferior Attentions to which he hath bound 
us, the nearer we approach towards being 
what^we ought. 

And further, the more affedionate this Re¬ 
gard to him on all Occafions is, the better it 
will fuit, not only the Words of the Command¬ 
ment, but the Didates of Reafon itfelf: which 
clearly teaches, that the warmeft Piety is due 
to the Author of all our Enjoyments. But 
then it mud be obferved, however, that Love 
to a Being intirely fpiritual cannot, ordinarily 
fpeaking, raife in us thofe Perceptions of ani¬ 
mal Fervour, which earthly Paflions can: nor 
ought we to efteem ourfelves upon them, if we 
had them. For Experience proves, that very 
bad Men may feel at Times high Raptures of 
this Kind ; and very good Men may fcarce 
ever feel any Thing of them: fo much do they 
depend on Conftitution. Far therefore from 
affeding fuch Emotions, when we really have 
them not; which is a Sort of Hypocrify, whe¬ 
ther fhewn before Men, or in the Prefence of 
God alone; we ought not to be too earnefl in 

our 
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pur Wishes for diem. If he gives them, we are 
to be thankful: i£he with-holds them, it is ei¬ 
ther for our needful Correction, or, perhaps, our 
true inward Improvement. And by labouring 
to work ourfelves up to them, nay, by merely 
indulging them when our natural Frame in¬ 
clines us powerfully towards them, we may be 
quite bewildered and loft in unmeaning or inju¬ 
dicious Tranfports, little or nothing akin to that 
fublime Duty, of which they would put on the 
Appearance. But ftill lefs ought it to be con¬ 
founded, as it often hath been, with a blind, 
or what is worfe yet, a bitter Vehemence of 
religious Zeal. For the moft ardent Devo¬ 
tion, fo far as it either produces Injuft ice or 
Indifference to our Brethren, or proceeds from 
unworthy Concepdons^IpBod, is indeed by 
no Means the Love of Hi»^ but of a Phantom 
of our own Imagination, placed in his Stead. 
And the real and only Teft of the Genuinenefs 
and Strength of this divine Affection in our 
Breafts, is the unvaried Conftancy of a fmcere 
and reverent Delight in the Father and Lord 
of all, as the perfected:, and be ft, and moft be¬ 
neficent of beings; exprefted in humble and 
hearty Praife and Thankfgiving, in a ftudious 
Imitation of him, and a chearful Obedience 
to him. 


The 
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The next Thing to be laid before you is, 

II. The Importance of chorifhing and acting 
from this Principle, in Point of Duty. 

Moil People feem to think, that what they 
are pleafed to call moral Behaviour, though 
perhaps in fome Points groflly immoral, is their 
whole Duty. Others, who have fome Notion 
of Piety, carry it little further than attending 
public Worihip, more or lefs frequently, per¬ 
haps with very little Thought of what they 
are about. Some, who make a Confcience of 
private Prayer alfo, it may be doubted, neither 
feel, nor endeavour to feel, much of the good 
Things they fay in it. Or, whatever Senfe a 
few may have of the Fear of God, they have 
yfually none almoft p£ Love to him. Any 
real Experience oiM&at Affection, they have 
heard fo often treated* even by profeifedly fe~ 
rious Chriftians, as mere Enthufiafm, that 
they are apprehenlive of Danger from it. 
The Scripture doth indeed enjoin it: and fo 
they will bear with the Mention of it in Dif- 
courfes from the Pulpit, provided it be palled 
over llightly, or interpreted away to juft No¬ 
thing : elfe they conceive it to be at beft in- 
tirely Supererogation; and leave it accordingly 
with all their Hearts to fuch as chufe to have 
more Religion than they need. 


And 
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And, it muft be confefied, this Way of 
Thinking hath received too much Counte¬ 
nance from the mdifcreet at# extravagant 
Manner in which the Subject hath been fame- 
times handled. But furely, explained as you 
have heard it now, there can be Nothing more 
reafonable, or of greater Moment. If we have 
any Principle of Goodnefs in ourfelves, that 
muft lead us to cfteem and love it in others. 
Now in God is perfedt Goodnefs: and there¬ 
fore not to efteem and love Him, is to be void 
of right AfFedtion towards that Being who de- 
ferves it infinitely the moft. Our Duty confifts 
in fuch Behaviour as the Relations of Things 
require of us. To whom then are our firft and 
mod important Relations ? Are they not evi¬ 
dently to our Maker, Preferver, and gracious 
Benefadtor, to our fovereign Lord, and final 
Judge? Other Claims, however like in their 
Nature, muff be unfpeakably inferior-in their 
Degree to His. What Sort of Morality then is 
that, which dwells only on the tranfitoiy Obli¬ 
gations of Men one to another, and overlooks 
the eternal Bonds, which tie us, fo long as 
we have our Being ", to Him, of whom, and 
through whom, and to whom , are all 'Things* ¥ 
The Regards that we owe him, indeed, are nu- 

■ PC. civ. 33. - b Rom. xi. 3 6• 
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merous ; and vary in fotne Meafure as our fpi- 
ritual State doth. But ft ill, as Goodhefs, though 
combined with other Attributes, was in the 
Beginning the active Principle in the Mind of 
God, and ever prevails through all his Difpen- 
fations: fo is Love, though occafionally affoci- 
ated with other Movements of Soul, the ori¬ 
ginal and univerfal Affe&ion, due to him from 
all his rational Creatures: or, in our Saviour’s 
Words, the JirJi and great Commandment . 

Suppose, in the mutual Intercourfes of this 
World, any one fhould value, as he ought, a 
Perfon of but low Defer t; and yet be infenfible 
to much higher Merit, well known to him, 
in another; fhoulH be duly gratefuL to the for¬ 
mer for Favours, not worth naming in Com- 
parifon with thofe which the latter had done 
him, and yet fhould leave him and all his 
Kindnefs out of his Thoughts: would not 
fuch a Turn of Mind be very wrong and cri¬ 
minal? Would not fuch an excellent and be* 
nehcent Perfon be very unequally and unjuftly 
treated ? Yet this is exactly the common Be¬ 
haviour of Mankind. Here we live amongft 
poor imperfect Creatures, like ourfelves. We 
receive a few fmall Benefits from fome of 
them, and fee a little Glimmering of Goodnefs 
in others; and fhould be very blameable, if we 

did 
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did not fed and exprefs a proper Edeem for 
them, on Account of both. Now there is at 
die fame Time, not only within our Know¬ 
ledge, but ever moft intimately prefent with 
us, a Being of inconceivable Perfection and 
Lavelinefs; from whofe Bounty we and this 
whole Univerfe have received our very Exig¬ 
ence, and every Capacity of Enjoyment that 
belongs to it; by whofe continual Support we 
sure upheld in Life; whofe Grace excites us to 
every Thing good; whofe Forbearance paffes 
over our daily Tranfgrefiions; nay, who hath 
commended his Love towards us, in that, while 
we were yet Sinners, Chrijl , his only Son, died 
for us, that, being juftified by his Blood, we might 
be favedfrom Wrath 9 ^and rejoice in Hope of the 
Glory of 'God*. What then have we Caufe to 
think of ourfelves, if we love not Him, who 
himfelf is Love*-, if fuch Adts of Kindnefs 
make none or faint Impreffions ^n our Hearts; 
if we refle& but feldom upon them, and are 
influenced but little by diem ? Is there, or can 
there be, an Indance of Ingratitude from Man 
to Man, that bears the lead Proportion to the 
Unworthinefs of fuch a Temper? For that 
God hath no Need of our Acknowledgments, 
as our Fellow-creatures often'have, only 

• Rom. v. 8, 9. f Vcr. z. < 1 John iv. 8. 
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proves his Goodnefs to be the greater; and 
therefore ought not furely to make our Senfe 
of it the lefs. Now, if thefe Things are thus 
evident to our View, in how much ftronger a 
Light muft they appear to his all-feeing Eye ? 
And with what Dillike and Indignation mufl 
he look on fo fliocking a Depravity, as that 
of refuting him the very AfFedtion, which he 
purpofely and principally formed us to exer- 
cife towards himfelf, its moft deferving, its 
only adequate Objedt? For, as all that in a 
moral Senfe is good in his whole Creation, is 
but the Shadow of Divine Perfedlion ; fo the 
Efteem and Love of what t6 good muft ever 
be eflentially defedtive, till it leads us to, and 
terminates in, the Love of Him. 

But let us now confider alfo the EfFedls of 
this Principle on other Parts of our Duty. We 
mult fet our Hearts on fomething. Worldly 
Things are all of them Trifles. Many of them 
are not to be attained, but by unlawful Means: 

however attained, Fondnefs for them debafes 

* 

and corrupts us. We fee and feel it every Day: 
all the Wickednefs that prevails on Earth 
fprings from it. Therefore, to avoid this Dan¬ 
ger, Men have been diredted to fix their Atten¬ 
tion on the Rightnefs, the Amiablenefs of Vir¬ 
tue: 
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mands as Favours and Honours, rcjoiceto 
encounter Difficulties for their Sakai, and 
think we can never do enough to ttft&y our 
Attachment to them* What noble Improve¬ 
ments then mud: Love 4 to God make in the 
Performance of our Duty* and how 1 can it f$il, 

III. Of increasing our Happiaefs* even in 
this World, as well as the next! 

For Want of cultivating this delightful 
Affection, the Thoughts of him are dreadful 
to the Generality of Men. Too many are 
tempted to wifh in their Hearts, if they durft, 
that he were not, or had no Regard 19 human 
Condudt: and if any of them, can but peduadc 
themfclvcs for a while, on the Strength of 
fome poor Cavil, to hope what they wifh, 
they triumph in the imagined Difeeveiy/that 
iets them Co much ar£aft. Front tb* fttne 
Default, humbler and lighter Mmfc ooofider 
him voy often in no better Light* dhaowaa a 
rigid Lawgiver, a^hxaidyejta^mgo Number 
pf almoft kppra^icabk Duties, aftd inferring 
them with theDreadof in&ppombk Pmihb- 
mentsr whence they are ready to fink under the 
Terrors of Religion* oven while they arc con- 
fotentfpkdly fulfilling it* Pwcepft * 4 -Loofcmg 
pit God as? the 0bj4® «rf S^tve would wf&fy 
theft miftaken Conceptions intircly. Wo 

6 Should, 
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cannot however help confideringitas a hut- 
thenfome Tafki enjoined them, they fcarce 
know why. But were thefe Forms arid Sha¬ 
dows turned into Sub {lance, by the real Ex- 
ercife of that devout AfFeCtion which is pro- 
fefi'ed in them, we fhould none of us ally 
longer think hardly or meanly of the highefl 
and happiefl: Employmen t of the human Soul. 
We fhoul<j be filled with pleafing Reverence in 
doing Homage to the gracious Lord of all, 
celebrate his Perfections as interefted in every 
one of them, give Eafe to our Hearts by a 
penitent Confeflion of our Offences, make our 
Claim to his promifed Mercy with mofbjoy¬ 
ful Gratitude, vow to him chearfully a more 
vigilant Obedience, feel a double Satisfaction 
in every Comfort from having received* it as 
his Gift, and di(burthen ourfeives of every 
Anxiety, by committing to his Providence all 
our Wants, and all our Cares. 

Every other Love may caufe the acutdf 
Mifery. The ObjeCt of out teiidCrcft earthly 
Regards may be infenlible or urigbatefu!; may 
prove many Ways inferior to our Expectation; 
may be wretched, and make us fofmaybe 
fnatched away ona fuddeiv for ever. But Love 
to God is fubjeCt to no Difappointmen tj irin- 
d:ed a Cure fqr all that can poilibly happen to 

us. 
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^ While wefitour AffeBmn onThings above', 
the chief Treafure of our Soul muft ever be 
fafe: even thofe Things, that feem to be the 
moft againft us', we are exprefsly allured, are 
working together all the while Jor our Good*: 
and the more of our inferior Enjoyments God 
requires .us to facrifice to him, the fuller Op¬ 
portunities he gives us of manifefting that 
Supreme Value for him, which he feldom fails 
to reward amply here, by infilling into us a 
Senfe of his Favour, greatly fuperior to all 
worldly Pleafurej but at leaft he bath prefared 
in Heaven for them that love him , Things which 
Bye hath not feen, nor Ear heard > )neither have 
entered into the Heart of Matt 9 * 

Indeed, how large a Part, that Love itielf, 
which we have preferred inviolate through 
the Trials of Life, will then make of our Fe-r 
Jicityj when we ihall be railed above all our 
prefent low Objects of Defire, and have every 
Faculty of our Souls adapted to embrace the 
only worthy one; when We ihall experience 
his immediate beatific Pretence, feel Joys un¬ 
utterable, Sowing dire&ly from him, and be 
cooopleatly allured, that this God is our God for 
ever at^d ever *how tranfporting the Move- 

•1 

*Col, 4 $J. *4 ' »‘ Otto. xliL 36. * Jldfli. viis. *$. 

▼ 1 Cox, U. 9* * xlyiii. 14, 
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ments of our Affections towards him ms} them 
become, is not for us now to fay or conceive^ 
But fo much Apprehenfion of it we mail 
furely have, as will fhew that our molt ijn* 
portant Intereft lies in forming ourfelves to 
that Difpofition of Heart towards him in this 
Life, which is neceffary to our BlefTednefs in 
the next. For the principal Felicity of Hea¬ 
ven confifts in God: and unlefs we love him, 
wc cannot enjoy him, or be happy with him. 

Let us therefore proceed to confider, 

IV. The Methods which infinite Wifdom 
hath taken to cultivate fo excellent a Principle 
in our Minds. 

Love owes its Being to Goodncfs; and fq 
may be produced, either by a general Con¬ 
templation of its Amiableneft, or by Favours 
perfonally received from it. That we are ca¬ 
pable of the former and purer Sort of Love, 
Delight in a benevolent Character, though we 
have never been benefited by it* nor ppffibly 
can be, is a Truth, of which every Day gives ‘ 
Proofs with RefpeCt to our Fcflow-Creafures, 
whom we affectionately efteem, though inac- 
cefiibly diftant item us, though dead 1 many 
Age$ before us. And therefore we are doubfc 
lefe capable alfo of admiring and adoring the 
infinitely fuperior Benevolence of our Creator, 

abftra&ed 
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abftra&ed from the Thopgbt. of our own 
(haring in it; as indeed we furely all of us 
love him; for his Bounty to the reft of the 
World, as well as to ourfelves. But then/ 
this mere difinterefted Affe&ion, though natu¬ 
ral to our Hearts, is very weak and languid 
there, in the midft of fo many other Paffions 
and Appetites as our Condition upon Earth 
makes necefiary for us, and the original De¬ 
pravity and fuperadded evil Cuftoms of Man¬ 
kind have fo unhappily ftrengthened and per¬ 
verted. Our Hearts are pre-engaged and 
filled up, for themoft Part, with temporal, it 
is well if not with criminal, Obje&s of Defire, 
long before we come ferioufly to reflect on 
the fpiritual and* truly valuable one. Nor, 
when we do* can mere fpeculative Meditation 
upon that be expected to prevail over the im¬ 
portunate Calls which we have to other At¬ 
tentions : but Experience of his Bounty mull 
be added, to invigorate Eftcem by Gratitude. 
And plentifully it is added by our heavenly 
Father in his Works of Nature and of Grace. 
O that Men would therefore pmfethe Lord for 
his Qoodnefs, and declare the Wonders which he 
4$th for the Children of Men*; that they would 
lope him, becaufe he JirJl loved us x / But Be- 

f fixii; zti * t John iv. 19. 
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nsfits received arc foon forgotten: and what¬ 
ever thankful Warmth they may raife, while 
the Relifh of them is f re ill and lively, cOols 
and ■flattens; till, by long Pofleflion, wc grow 
apt to think every Thing that we enjoy our 
pue; and feci nothing m Relation to it but 
Difcontent, if any Part is taken away or di- 
miriifhed, Knowing this, our indulgent Ma¬ 
ker, that he may attra<fl us more povverfully 
to himfelf, hath joined with the Experience 
of prelent Mercies, the Hope of unipeakably 
greater to come: and bluffed is he nvbofe Hope 
is in the Lord his G&d' n * For though it be a 
lefs noble, bccaufe more felfilh, Pafllon, yet, 
i|i the preient Cafe, it partakes confiderably of 
fomething moral and religious. Any real 
Defire of heavenly Blifs muft imply a Degree 
of Love, both to Virtue and Holinefs, in 
which it will chiefly con lift, and to that holy 
Being who hathpremifed to beftow it. But, 
alas! worldly and iinful Attachments debate 
Mens Natures, that they cannot afpire to, 
cannot earaeftiy wifh for, any Thing great 
and excellent. And therefore the wile Ruler 
of the World hath enforced his Laws by 
the only remaining Motive, Fear: that they,? 
tyhpm nothing better will influence, may at 

- a K. pxivi. 

l«aft 
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%1ft.be influenced by confidering the prefent 
bufferings and future Mifery, awaiting Wi<ck- 
.'dnefs: a low and ftavifh Inducement,, itrauft 
»e owned; but however fo far a good Sigf^gjr 
.jun who adls upon it, as it fhews him not tp 
be inflexibly obftinate in what is Evil* , And, 
remote as it may feem from that generous 
Flame which our Maker leeks to kindle in 
our Breafts, yet the Son of Siracb hath juftly 
obferved, that the Fear of ike Ford is the Be¬ 
ginning cf his Love \ . ■ 

Fear, in the firft Place, can with peculiar 
Efficacy reft rain the outward Anions of Men, 
and keep them from adding Strength to bad 
Inclinations by Indulgence. Fear, efpecially 
of Punifhment which they know they de r 
ferve, can make their Vices become tafteleft 
and unplea fant to them. And when once 
they are brought to avoid forbidden Gratifi¬ 
cations as hurtful, there is a fair Profped, 
that not only virtuous Behaviour will recom¬ 
mend itfelf, as almoft every Thing doth, by 
Cuftom, but that alfo its intrinsic Fitnefs and 
Beauty will come to be perceived^ and awaken 

. k Epcliw xxv. i a. See Philo de Abgahamo, p. 19. ed. Man¬ 
gey : And a huge Quotation from Maimpmdes, in Humphrey* 7 * 
Di£ on the Refurre&ion, prefixed iq hi* Tranfiaiion of Atbe- 
nagojas, p. 52, Ac, ' 
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fcitible AffeCtions. Or, if this tedrttfdy the 
Ode, and yet vehement Tethptationfc liurty 
Metf on t6 Sin ; (a very-common and very piti¬ 
able Condition) Fear may be fo imprefTed on 
the Heart from above, as to overbalance thcfe j 
free the rational Principle from the Oppreflion 
tinder which it labours, and enable* it to re¬ 
fume its rightful Dominion. Then the Con¬ 
duct will be reformed, the View of Things 
gradually brighten, and the more ingenuous 
Affections of Hope and Gratitude, and un¬ 
mixed Love, fpring up and flourifh; till at 
length our Duty and our Maker, which at 
firft we regarded unwillingly, on mere Com- 
pulfion, will no longer have Need of any other 
Force than their own native Attraction, to 
regulate every Thought of our Souls, and 
every AClion of our Lives. 

Thus then appears the Wifdom and the 
Ooodnefs of thofe various Methods which 
God hath'taken to unite us finally to himfelf. 
He hath planted in our Hearts that pure and 
difinterefted Efteem and Love of moral Per¬ 
fection, which leads direCtly to the Eftcem 
and Love of him above all; and without which 
we fhbuld not have been fufeeptihle of ge¬ 
nuine Piety and Virtue. But having placed 
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u% with a Ns^te’ prWte io mmg* m a 
World full 6f Ihtibcmwit$i he h^^oot left 
u$ to the Guidance of this one Principle^ 
whichy though the beft in itfeif, would 'btatit 
proved Infufficient forour Diredionj butbath 
kindly put us under the Tutorage of fubordi- 
nate Ajfe&ions, to train ns up in the Way 
wherein we Jhouldgo% till we become enlight¬ 
ened enough to approve the things ihat are ex - 
cellent d , and animated enough to ptfrfuc them 
for their own Sakes. Let us therefore give 
up ourfelves without Scruple to the Influence 
of every Motive to our Duty, which Reafon 
or Scripture fets before us, of Pkafure or 
Terror, of this World or the next% and by 
Reading, Meditation and Prayer, imprint them, 
ftrongly on our Minds 5 nor be at all dejc&ed, 
though perhaps as yet the leaft worthy of 
them hath the largeft Share in our Obe¬ 
dience; as probably it hath for a Time in that 
which moft Children pay to their earthly* 
Parents, for whole Perfdns and Precepts, not- 
withftanding, they acquire, by ijifenfible Steps, 
the moft dutiful and tender Efteem. But 

• Prov. jotU, 6 .‘ 4 Phil. i. 10. 

* lVefc nmpat n*nna tart* pwtshwb 10 pwV 
hW finpp toc?V. Son, fol 22 , «ol#a. ap» Buie. FloriJ. 
jp. 15& 
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whoever would ftrengthcn ^rithiu himielf this 
bleffed Difpofition towards God, mail fre¬ 
quently recoiled); and inculcate the Convidfcion, 
that other Incitements are hut the Means, 
and Love the End of the Commandment*: that 
we improve and grow inwardly better under 
the heavenly Difcipline, only in Proportion as 
we advance in unfeigned Affedtion, and are 
transformed by it into real Likenefs to the 
w Supreme Good. Open your Hearts therefore 
to feel his Goodnefs towards yourfelves, and 
imitate it towards your Brethren. For God 
is Love: and he that drwelleth in Love dwdkth 
in God* and God in him*. 

f i Tim. i* 5. * i John jv. 16* 
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Matth. xxii. 39 . 

And the fecond is like unto it. Thou Jhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thyfelj . 

T HIS Is the latter Part ofour Saviour’s 
Anfwer to the Queftion, Which is the 
great Commandment in the Law? He had al¬ 
ready anfwered fufficiently, by faying, it waS 
the Love of God. But moft of the Jews be¬ 
fore whom he fpoke, thought the be# Proof 
of their fulfilling that Duty was a fcrupulous 
Exa&nefs in fome, or all, of. the ceremonial 
Precepts that God had enjoined them. And 
on the Merit of this, they indulged themfelves 
in great f lardnefs of Heart, evfcn towards their 
Brethren of the fame Religion; and in utter 
“Difregard, if not implacable Hatred, of all who 
were of a different Religion, perhaps of a diffe¬ 
rent $e& only. So that, if he had carried his 

Reply 
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Reply no kda Zed 

fir God, but net according to Kn&®kdge'> would 
in all probability have underftood hkn accords 
ing to their own preconceived Notions: and 
never have fufpe&ed him of deSgning to con¬ 
demn their Superftkion and Uncharitablenefs. 
Therefore he immediately fubjoins, from the 
exprefs Words of Mo/e, r k , another Command-* 
meat, which, if they mifinterpreted the firft, 
might fhew them their Miftake y and if they 
did not, would plainly appear, to any confi- 
derate Perfon, like unto it in its Nature, and 
(econd in its Dignity and Uiej Thou Jbalt lev* 
tby Neighbour as thy/eJf. But this alfo the Jentift 
contrived to explain in a wrong Manner, that 
jhey might gratify wrong Inclinations* For 
which Reafon he took an Opportunity to fej 
them right. And betides the Jews, Multitudes 

of others, both before and ever £Lnce, have 

* * ^ 

done the feme Thing. Nay fome, not con* 
tent with perverting, and fo difobeying, have 
dire&ly found Fault with it. 

Yet whoever believes in a wife and good 
Ruler of the World* mull believe it to be his 
Will, that Humamiy foould be pra&ifed 
ampngft Men: and whoever fo^ 

kind 
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kind Affections, rnuft think the of 

them his Duty, i But then Doubt! areraifed, 
who are intitted to our Kindnefs, and in what 


Degrees both which Points therefore the Pro* 
ccpt, now before us, bridfly, determines. And 
I fhall explain and vindicate its Determina¬ 
tions, by Shewing youthc Meaning, frfi t of 
the Word Neighbour^ fecmdly, of the Ex- 
preffion, loving him as tmrfdves: and proving 
jin fome Meafurc all the Way, but principally 
at the Concjulion, the Reafonablenefs and 
Nccefiity of having [o much Regard for fo 
manyas the Textrequires. , 

* L Ons Neighbour then commonlyflgnifles 
in Scripture# and. not feldom in Heathen 
Writers, every Perfon who is placed within 
our Reach and Influence. Accordingly, St. 
Paul , rnilead of faying,, .he that IoVe|h his 
Neighbour, faith, be that lovetb another, hath 
fulfilled the Lmv c » Wejwsufually themofi 
frequent Op§jK» tunitksof doing Goodto thole 
who. live with us, or near us. , But if any one, 
however d^nt fnan usi or^ unknown to us. 


l^rtfoidarlyEflfeft# 
>y thatveiy *3^^, near M» for the 
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from the Benefit of being our Neighbours, 
who have a Right to it. 

The principal Caufes of this are three: 
Hatred, Pride and Sclfifhnefs. 

i. One chief Ground of Hatred long hath 
been, and is, Diverfity of Faith or Worfliip: 
of which Cafe we have a molt remarkable In- 
flancc, Lukex. 25, &c. There a certain Lawyer 
/landing up, and tempting our Saviour with the 
Qucflion, IVhat flail I do to inherit eternal Life', 
he draws from his own Mouth the. Anfwer, 
Thou Jhalt love the Lord thy Cod with all thy 
Heart, and thy Neighbour as thyjvlf: then tells 
him. Thou haft anfivered right: This do, and 
thou jhalt live . But he, willing, as the Evange- 
lilt obferves, to juft ify hlmfelf, fold unto fefus, 
ylndwho is my Neighbour? imagining, no Doubt, 
as the Sequel Ihcwed, and as molt of his Coun¬ 
trymen thought at that Time, and many Ages 
after* 1 , if they do not ft ill, that none but the 

ml 

Members of his own Communion d* ferved the 
Name; and that all others were to he deemed 
unrelated to him,and held in Abhorrence. This 
abominable Notion our blcffed Lord might 
have confuted by numerous Paflages of the Old 
Teltament*: but he thought it more ufeful to 

4 See Lighifoot’s Harm, of New Tcft. and on this Hittory. 

* Exod. xxii. 2i. xxiii. 9. Lev. xix. 53, 34. Dent. x. 19. &c. 
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humble the vain Man, by conviding him front 
the Teftimony of his Confcience, and making 
him confefs, without perceiving it, how unjuft 
his Interpretation was. For this End he tells 
him the moving Story, that you all know, of 
the Jew and the Samaritan; of which two 
Nations the former detefted the latter beyond 
all others; and having eafily brought him to 
declare, that the Samaritan had aded the 
neighbourly Part, as he ought, to the Jew; 
it evidently followed, that a Jew, upon Occa- 
fion, fhould ad the fame Part to a Samaritan . 
Which thinkejl thou was Neighbour to him that 
fill amongjl the Thieves? And hefaid. He that 
jhewed Mercy on him. Then faid Jefus unto him , 
Go and do thou likewife. O that all Chriftians of 
all Denominations had learned, or would yet 
learn, from hence and from the whole Tenour 
of the Gofpel, what fome of them in particu¬ 
lar are lamentably ignorant of, or worfe: that 
Kindnefs and Tendernefs, and much more 
Juft ice and Equity, are due to thofe of every 
Scd and Party, from whom they differ the 
moft widely; and due, as a Condition of their 
inheriting eternal Life! 

Another Thing, which often-withholds our 
kind Regard from very fit Objeds of it, and 
excites Hatred to them, is Rival (hip in Profit, 

Advance- 
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Advancement, Affedtion, Reputation. 'And 
we may fee ift the World, perhaps feel in 
ourfelveS, if we examine, as we every one 
fhoitld, that Competitions, not only about 
Matters of fbme Weight/ but the merefl 
Trifles, can turn the heft Neighbours, the 

A* _ 4tN 

neareft Relations, thedeareft Friends, into ab- 
folute Strangers, not bitter Enemies. Nay 
the bare Succefs of others, where we neither 

• m 

were nor could be their Competitors, is enough 
fometimes to alienate our Hearts from them to 
a ftrange Degree. Yet furely we ought not to 
be hated by others, either for aiming at, or ob¬ 
taining Advantages, by any fair.Means; nor 
confequently they by us. • Nay, fhould they, 
in fuch a Cafe, thwart an important Interefl: 
of ours, to fecure an inconfiderable one of their 
own: even this, though a fad Defedt of Genc- 
rofity, may in Stridtnefs of Speech be no In- 
juflice. 

But further, fuppofing a Man hath diredlly 
done us a palpable Injury, {till he is our Neigh¬ 
bour.’ Perhaps it was ignorantly, or inadvert¬ 
ently, or from fuch Frailty, as we and all Men 
are liable to: or it is but a flight'or a Angle 
Offence: or we had provoked him to it; or 
received Favours from him, that overbalance 
it, or he hath good Qualities in other Refpedts,. 

G 2 that 
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that intitle him to our Efleem. Or if he be, oil 
the whole, wicked: yet poffibly he is not in¬ 
corrigible. While we are too much offended 
to bear with him, our heavenly Father, whom 
her hath much more offended, bears with him y 
and is gracioufly trying all Methods to reclaim 
him. You will fay, “ God cannot be hurt by 
“ his Wickednefs.” Why;neither need you. 
By Patience, you may always turn it to your 
fpiritual Improvement: by Prudence, you may 
generally avoid any temporal Harm from it. 
You may, if it be neceffary, punifh him for,it: 
yet confider him as one whom you could 
heartily wifli to treat more gently. 

2. The fame bad Effed, that Refentmcnt 
hath on fome, Pride alone hath on others: 
they cannot allow fuch low Creatures, as the 
Multitude are, to claim their Notice, andeyen 
their Love, by a prefumptuous Name, which 
implies a Sort.of Equality with them. But in¬ 
deed they are not only our Neighbours, but 
our Brethren : for God bulb made of one Blood 


all that dwell on the race f the Earth '• The* 
have the lame Principles of human Nature, the 
lame Rights of human Society, the lame Pro- 
. tedion of Divine Providence here, the fame 


f AOs xvii. ib. 
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Covenant of eternal Glory hereafter. And if 
we cannot, for the fake of thefe Things, over¬ 
look the Contemptiblenefs of their outward 
Appearance, and treat them with Companion 
and Beneficence, inftead of Scorn ; we arc 
much meaner Wretches than great Numbers 
of them. 

• 3. A third Inducement to deny others a 
Claim to our neighbourly Regard is Selfhhnefs: 
a worfe Turn of Mind, on fome Accounts, 
than either of the former. A Man’s Anger and 
Pride can affe<ft but Part of his Neighbours, 
ufually a fmall one: to the reft he may ftill 
be friendly and beneficent. 1 But the felfifh 
Man acknowledges noNcighbour: is concern¬ 
ed folely for himfelf, and what he is^pleafed to 
reckon his own Intereft; which he places in 
Wealth or Rank, Power or Pleafure. And 
they who leek Wealth only by excetlive Fru¬ 
gality, are generally difliked rather more than 
they deferve. But fuch as enrich or advance 
themftlvesby the wickcdcit Rapacioufnefs and 
JBafenefs, provided they live fplendidly and 
expenfively, are confidered with an Indulgence 
that hath extremely pernicious Fruits. And 
the mod abandoned Purfuers of immoral Plea¬ 
fure obtain, by their lhewifh Gaiety, the Cha- 

G 3 raster 
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ra&er of the beft natured People imaginable: 
though* they often have originally, and feldom 
fail to acquire, the mod abfolute Infeniibility 
to public Welfare, the ties of Hofpitality and 
Friendfhip, the Didredes of Families, and 
even of the unhappy Creatures who have be¬ 
lieved their Profeflions of the tendered. Senti¬ 
ments. 

But next in Guilt to fuch as mind none but 
themfelves, is he, that fixes upon one, or fome 
few. Relations or Favourites, for the Obje&s 
of his whole Affe&ion: a Fault the more dan¬ 
gerous, as poffibjy it may appear to him a Vir¬ 
tue. He is doing his Share of Good :• taking 
Care of thoie, who naturally, or by a Sort of 
Adoption, belong to him. Anddoubtlefs we are 
peculiarly intruded with fuch : but not autho¬ 
rized either to injure or negleft others for the 
iake of exalting thefe to a Height that is need- 
Jefs, and perhaps hurtful even to themfelves. 
Kindnefs of Heart was planted in Men, not 
to divide the World into little Parties, each 
of which ihould keep feparate from and be 
zealous againd the redj but to unite all, as 

* # , i 

much as could be, into one Neighbourhood, 
indeed one Body, animated with one Soul. It 
is npt for our Family, or our Friends alone, 

. . •. that 
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that God is concerned, or would have us con¬ 
cerned : but univerfal Good is his End, and 
univerfal Good-will is the great Inftrument 
which he hath given us to promote it. There¬ 
fore we muft always bear in Mind the com¬ 
mon Relation of Man to Man: and, when¬ 
ever it is doubtful whether that, or the parti¬ 
cular Ties of Blood or Intimacy require the 
Preference, far from following the ftrongeft 
Propenfity blindfold, we fhould labour to prc- 
ferve the fincereft Impartiality in forming our 
Judgment: for that and that only will effec¬ 
tually plead our Excufe, if tve err, a$ without 
Queftion we often do. 

Having now feen the fcriptural and rational 
Extent of the Phrafe, *Thy Neighbour , let us 
confider 

II. What, and how neceflary, that Love is, 
which the Commandment in the Text en¬ 
joins us to bear him,. This, I h©pe, hath ap¬ 
peared already in fome Meafure: but muft be 
(hewn more diftindlly, becaufe too many ob¬ 
ject, that they cannot help hating fome Per- 
Ibns, and fee no Caufe to love many others. 

Now, it fhould be eonfidercd, we have 

s 

two Sorts of Love: one of Efteem, founded 
on the Opinion that Men are deferving j the 
other, of mere Benevolence, founded on the 

G 4 K,now- 
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Knowledge that they are capable of Pleafure 
and Pain. The former we may juftly be ex¬ 
pected to have for all we can : the latter, for 
all abfolutely. There are People in the World, 
for whom we cannot well have much Efteem. 
Yet every one hath fome valuable Qualities. 
Thofe whom we diflike, it is great Odds, have 
more than we allow them: pofllbly, were it 
not for our Paflions and Prejudices, we (hould 
find feveral of them to be highly worthy and 
amiable. And, though we are not always oblig- 

t 

ed to be acquainted with their Merit, we are 
obliged not to detradl from it. But, whatever 
fcround we may have to think ill of them. No¬ 
thing hinders us from wifhing well to them. 
If they are bad, is there not great Need of 
wifhing they were better ? Continuing fuch 
as they are, is it not rcafonabje to wifli them 
every Enjoyment, that will do no Harm to 
them or others ? Do they not often in this 
World, and will they not certainly in the next, 
pay dearly enough for their Wickednefs ? And 
is it not the Part of Humanity then to exer- 
cife Pity towards them ; and leave Vengeance 

> t i > * *• 

to Him whofe it is ? 

“ But they are our Enemies,: is that a Title 
to our Love?” No, certainly. You are not* 

commanded 
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commanded to love them becaufe they are 
your Enemies, or the more for being fo : but 
only, in a due Meafure, notwithstanding they 
are your Enemies. Perhaps indeed they are 
not fo: at leaft, to near the Degree that you 
imagine. But if they were: hath not God 
loved us, and fent his Son to die for us, when 
we were Enemies 1 ? Hath he not abundant 
Right to expert this Return from us? Doth he 
not exprefsly tell us, he experts it ? Hath he 
not planted a natural Principle of Relenting 
and Forgivenefs in us ? And is he not ready to 
afiift us continually, by his Grace, in the Re¬ 
vival and Cultivation of it ? 

But you will fay, “ Even to our Enemies 
“ we will do no Wrong: fhouhl a proper Oc- 
** cafion offer, wc will do them Service : and 
(t then, how can it fignify any Thing, what 
“ our Affections to them are ?'* Why, you 
may profefs to behave thus without loving 
them at all; and you may pofibly ddign it: 
but you will not keep up to it. Such as your 
Affections are, fuch will )our Actions be: and 
endeavouring to reftrain the latter, without 
amending the former, you will find, is conti¬ 
nual U.neafinefs, and much Labour, to little 
Purpofe. Rectifying your inward*Difpofition 

* Rom. v. 10. 
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is going to the Root of the Matter. To think 
of your Neighbour with Mildness and Candour, 
and therefore behave to him with Equity and 
Kindncfsj is a plain Way. But when you pre¬ 
tend never to do him Harm, though you always 
wifh it him; and to be ready to promote his 
Happinefs, while you defire his Mifery: either 
you are not in Earneft, or you do not know 
yourfelf ; it is too hard for human Strength. 
So that in this, indeed, in every Inftance, 
where Chriftianity may feem to have made 
our Duty more difficult, by enjoining the Re¬ 
formation of our Hearts as well as our Lives, 
it hath on the contrary made it practicable and 
eafy, by putting us in the only true Method. 
Befides, regulating the one, without the other, 
if we could do it, would be utterly infufficienf 
to anfwer our Maker’s great End, the purify¬ 
ing of our Natures, and exalting us to a Ca¬ 
pacity of heavenly Blifs. The Affections, in 
the moral Senfe, are the Man. And if you 
give up to God your outward Actions only, 
your Sacrifice is defective and unacceptable. 
You will plead, it may be, that to him you 
give up your whole Soul: for you Jove God 
intirely, though you hate bad Men. But lov¬ 
ing them, *Fs one main Proof which he re¬ 
quires of your loving him. If you loyed, you 

■ would 
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would obey, you would imitate him. And 
therefore St. John declares. If a Man jay. Hove 
God, a:d hatetb bis Brother , be is a Liar*. 

Oh. :rve alfo, that as ^ur Loye to your Bre¬ 
thren muftbe inward and finoere, fo it muft 
have in View, not merely their prrllnt Grati¬ 
fication, but their lafting Benefit, even in Op- 
pofition to that; and not merely their Welfare 
in this World, but in the next too. For never 
was there furely a more dreadful Abufe of 
Words, than to call that Good-nature, which 
complacently allows Acquaintance, Depend¬ 
ants, Friends, Relations ever fo near, to go on 
unmoleftcd to Ruin, here and hereafter: nay, 
too often, directly invites and leads them to it. 
The Scripture, in prohibiting this Behaviour* 
gives it the oppofite Name, and very juftly. 
Thou Jhalt not hate thy Brother in thine Heart : 
thou Jhalt rebuke thy Neighbour, and notfuffer Sin 
upon him l . Whence, take Notice again, that 
mere Defire of Gpod to another, when more is 
in our Power, will by no Means be fufficient* 
Love is an active Principle: and if we flop 
ihort, be it through Penurioufnefs, or be it 
through Indolence, contented with only wilt¬ 
ing well to thofe, whom with moderate Pains 

* *"i John iv. 20. 1 Lev. xix. 17. 


and 



SERMON IV. 


92 

and Expence we might adtually ferve s it is 
leaving that Affe&ion to fpend itfelf in doing 
Nothing, unlefs it be cheating us with an 
Imagination of our b|ing better than we are, 
which God hath commanded us to cherifli 
and exert for the ndbleft Purpofes. 

But admitting, that we are to love our Neigh* 
. hour in this Manner, Hill doth not the Com- 
mand of loving hinitfr our fefoes ^ extend to feme- 
thing impoflible ? Certainly not. For we meet 
with feveral Inftances of Puions being laid to 
love others as their own Souls , or themfdves, 
both in the iacred* and profane Writers 1 : and 
WC are to unda'ftund the Plirafe agreeably to 
their Meaning not to flretch it farther than 
they can mean. In Sci ipture, at leaf!:, it doth 

k Dtut. xiii. 6. j Sam, xviii. 3. xx. 17. , 

t In quibus tnim cailcm itudia flint, eademquc vokntates, in 
Ms fit, ut ffcjiie quifquc altero <kle£tftur, ac fc ipfo ; eificiturquQ 
id, quod Fythagoras ultimum in amici tin putaxit, utunus fiat ex 
pluribus, Cic. Off. i. 17. Ex quo perfpicitur, cum banc benevo- 
kntistm late longeque didufatn vir fapiens in a!iquern pari \ irtute 
praeditum contulcrit, turn illudcffici quod quibufdam incredibile 
'Videatur, fit autcui n-ccfiarinm, ut nihil fefe plus quam alterumdi- 
Jigat. Quid enitn eft quod diiFerat, cum lint cunftaparia ? Cic. 
del -egg. i* 12. vi here fee more. But he requires this Degree of 
, Love not to every Man, but between perfectly wife and good Men. 
The Doctrine of the Epicureans was$ Nullo modo poJIiwius ami- 
citiam tueri, nili axjue amieos & nos ipfos diligamus. Cic.^de 
Fin. i. 20. where fee more. 
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hot denote the very higheft -Affcdtion that we 
are capable of. For the Duty of loving Gad 
is plainly defigned to be expelled in ftronger 
Terms, than that of loving our Neighbour, 
Yet the latter muft imply, not only Good-will 
as real as we bear to ourfelves; for, if it be in- 
confiderable, it will be ineffectual: but alfo a 
large Degree of Good-will ; for that alfo we 
bear to ourfelves. And farther, we are to love 
him in Proportion as we love ourfelves : to pay 
a more attentive Regard to his Interctls, the 
more powerfully we are addidted by Nature or 
Cuftom to regard our own; and fo preferve 
the Balance of our Affections in due Poife. 
This, however, we lliall do much better, if 
we alfo take the Exprcflion, as wcjuflly may, 
to comprehend an Injundtion, that wc love 
and coniider our Neighbour jufi: as much as 
we fhould love and confidcr ourfelves, were 
we in his Cafe. For, though we be equally 
affected by his Circumfiances and our own, fo 
far as we can know and ft el both, this will 
carry us no unfit Lengths in his Favour: bc- 
caufe we cannot know and feel both in the 
fame Degree : and, though s,Ve could, no Harm 
would follow. Iftdeed we are times 
bound, in the practical fenfe,’ to love oil" 
Neighbour more than ourfelves: to ihew a 

greater 
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greater Concern for his Good, not only than we* 
do (hew for oor own 5 for which, God knows, 
in the principal Points, we often (hew none at 
all } but than we ought to (hew for our own: 
becaufe a very important Advantage of his may 
be in Queftion; and a fmall one, in 'Compa- 
rifon, of ours; which it would be Meannefs 
not to flight: or the Advantage of many may 
be in one Scale, and our own fingly in the 
other. Now, when that happens, we may be 
obliged to go fo far as to lay down our Lives for 
our Brethren*; not only for their, eternal, but 
temporal Welfare. Still, unqueftionably, in 
all Cafes that but approach towards an Equa¬ 
lity, we a£t allowably in preferring our- 
felves, where no Obligation of Juft ice or 
Truth exacts the contrary. And, in the 
endlefs Variety of Cifcumftances that occur 
in human Life, all that could be done by 
Precept, at leaft by afty one fhort Precept, and 
fuch Mankind muft have, was to give as 
awakening a Caution as poflible againft the 
greateft Danger, and as clear a Direction as 
poflible how to avoid it; which, I hope, you 
are fenftble, the Precept before us hath done ; 
and then to leave both right and wrong Minds 
to ihew what they are: the one, by cheerfully 

» 1 John iii, 16, 
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taking, and diligently feeking, if there be Need, 
lit Opportunities of doing Adts of Humanity; 
the other, by railing Scruples, inventing Eva- 
fions, and negledting the plainefl Calls, be- 
caufe fome are doubtful. 

Men may indeed be too prone to follow every 
good-natured Impulfe. And the few who have 
Caufe to fufped: they are, fhould confider what 
they owe to themfelves, and to other Demands 
upon them, prelent, or probably future, as well 
as to theObjedfc which now llrikes them: they 
fhould alk the Judgment of pious and prudent 
Friends: they fhould have fome Regard to the 
Judgment even of the lefs good Part of the 
World; elfe they may poflibly difcredit the 
Duty which they would wilh to recommend. 
But giving ourfelves up to be influenced folcly 
or chiefly by common Opinion and Practice, is 
the Way to extinguifh every Thing that is 
right in us. To a proper Dcgrcc.thcreforc the 

Son of Siracb* s Advice is neceflarv to be ob- 

* 

ferved : In every good Work trujl tby own Soul , 
for this is the keeping of the Commandment** 
Upright Meaning, with a moderate Share of 
Difcretion, will be a fafe Guide through what¬ 
ever Perplexities may at any Time arife in Rer 

lation to this Precept. 

* 

* Ecclus xxxii. 2 "• 
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Still you will fay perhaps, that, explain and 
limit it as we will, it is very hard after all, 
that, in order to obey God, and demon ft rate 
our Love to him, we muft difobey the Di&afes 
. of the ftrongeft and ufefulleft Principle he hath 
planted in our Nature, the Love of ourfelvcs* 
and adopt others, often of very undeferving 
Gharadters, in our own Room. But confider: 
Self-Love is not Happinefs* it is not always 
the Inftrument of procuring Happinefs * but 
makes us uneafy and wretched. It can pro¬ 
cure Happinefs no otherwife than by exciting 
us to gratify our natural Inclinations, when 
that will do us Good* and reftraining us from 
gratifying them, when it would do us Harm. 
Now Love to our Fellow-Creatures is one of 
our natural Inclinations. We all feel and 
ilicw it to be fo, in fome Inftances, more or 
lefs. And w hy is not the Indulgence of it, 
within the Pounds now prelcribed, as likely' 
to do us much Good and little Harm, as that 
of any other ? It is a pleafing Movement of 
Mind in itielf. Rdledtibn upon it affords a 
fecond Pleafure. We approve and efteem 
ourfelvcs for having .it,. and for attempting 
what it prompt? us to. If we fucceed, we 
have exquiiite Joy : if we fail, it is no in- 
confiderable CbuJfort, that we meant well. 

And, 
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* * 

Indeed almoft all the Mifery of this World 
proceeds from the Want of it. The unavoid¬ 
able Evils of Life are nothing to thofe which 
we bring upon one another voluntarily, by Ill- 
Nature, Inien Ability and heedlefs Difregard, 
Theie are the heavy Sufferings, that'every one 
complains of and groans under, and always 
muff, if every one will be guilty of fuch Beha¬ 
viour : and Nothing can put anjjnd to it, but 
focial Love. Inftead therefore of being againff 
the Intereff of any Man, it is moft effentially 
for the Intereff of all Men: and were it to 
prevail univerfallyupon Earth, no Injury would 
be attempted, no Ad: of Kindnefs negleded. 
For, as St. Paul argues : This , Thou jhalt not 
commit Adultery , Thou fault not kill y Thou fault 
not Jleal , Thou Jhalt not bear falfe Witnefs, Thou 
Jhalt not covet ; and if' there be any other Com - 
mandment , it is briefly comprehended in this Say¬ 
ing, Thou faalt love thy Neighbour as thyfilf. 
Love worketh no III to his Neighbour 5 allow* 
no Commitlion, no Omiflion, that may be 
hurtful to him : therefore Love is the fulfilling 
of the Law': all the Obligations of human So¬ 
ciety are fumined up in it. With perfed Juf- 
tice then doth our bkfied Lord declare, that on 

, » Rom. xiii. g, io. 
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tbcfe two Commandments y right Affection to God 
and to Man, both which imply it towards our- 
ielvcs, hang all the Law and the Prophets *. 

* But ftill, it may be, you will plead, u how 
u happy foever the World would become, were 
“ all Men influenced by thcfe Principles j yet, 
“ fince they are not, why mull we?’* JBecaufe 
the Whole can be amended only by the lepa- 
rate Amendment of each Part. (( But, you 
* s will fay, unlcfs the rell will amend, of 
* e which, to fpeak moderately, there is no 
“ Likelihood in our Time, the Wickednefs 
“ and Milery of Mankind mud, if we are to 
*• love them fo well, and feek their Good fo 
tc earneftly, occuJion us much fx^uitlefb Pain, 
fc< innumerable Diiappoint meats and mclan- 
choly Reflections.” Why, fo it will, if we 
engage in too great, or too difficult, or trto 
man> Undertakings j ii we raife our Expecta¬ 
tions too high 5 or luffcr Oppofition, cither to 
kindle us into Vehemence, or plunge us into 
Defpair. But we may go on very comfortably, 
if we prcferVe the tiue Tun per:, exerting a 
calm fettled Benevolence pn all fit Gtcafions, 
,becaufe we ought; without hoping to fuc- 
ceed very often, or to produce on the whole 
any remarkable 1 Change for the bitter: but 

* Matth. jcxii. 4c. * 
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labouring the more conftantly for this very 
Reafon, that not a little of what we da will, 

r 

to all Appearance, with Refped to others, b$ 
Labour loll. In the Morning Jow thy Seed , and 
in the Evening withhold not thine Hand: for thou 
knoweji not, whether Jhail profper , this c®-* that ; 
or whether they both jhail be alike good 11 . But 
thus much we line s however, that the fecnw 
ingly moll unprofitable Excrcilcs of Kindncfs 
will not only be of nnipcakable Benefit to our- 
felvcs in thcL’pthot, which might Purely iuf- 
fice us, but w ill prove fome Means in the 
Hands of Divine Wifdom for bringingTorth 
at length general Good out of all Evil. Being 
therefore thus ^Labourers together with 'God", 
whyfhould we not be happy in our Proportion; 
as he is perfectly, not with Handing the Failure 
of his gracious Purpofes towards a World, 
which he loves infinitely better,, than the bell 
of us ( can ? 

But you will arguefurthcr yet; “ Whatever 
“ Peace we may have within, we (hall have 
** none without, but be laughed at for poor 
“ tame Wretches, ,ahd trampled on fecurely/' 
No fuch Thing. Though few may imitate you, 
very few will in earneft defpife yon, and fewer 
Hill attack you in any material Point. Love to 


“ Eccl. xi. 6. 
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all Men cannot often provoke any Man* And 
ip Cafe of Aflault, you are not forbidden the 
juft Methods of Self-prefervation; you are com¬ 
manded to be prudent, as well as harmhjs p : 
you have the Laws to prote& you : all the 
good to fupport you, from Inclination; and 
moft of the bad, if for no better a Reafon, yet 
left they (hould fuffer next. You will feruple, 
I own, taking fome Advantages, by which 
they often fucceed: but you*will alio avoid 
iome. Di&dvantagcs, by which they are often 
ruined. And, bolides human Helps, you will 
have the 'Providence of God on your Side, 

hoi h to defend you, and perhaps to ft ward 
* 

you openly even here. Or, ftiould he fee it 
beft for you to go without temporal Retom- 
peaces, nay to Lifter temporal Inconveniences 
ever i'o grievous: bear hut all patiently from 
a Senfo of Duty to Ilim, and you will be filled 
with Conidlation in this World, and allured 
of Glory in that which is to come. 

wf 

Traft him therefore boldly with the ablolute 
DirediSn <ft vour Hearts and Live's. Let thole, 

i ** ^ 

v wh» relol vc to be too cunning for their Maker, 
Aipprefs And exiinguifti every friendly Senti¬ 
ment in their Breafts, be blind and deaf to the 

p Matth. x. i {>• 

H 


Did redes 



102 


SERMON IV, 


*1 % 

Diftreflcs of all around themi purfi*e 4 w 8 hun? 
relenting Fervour their own Ipte'rrib, then* 
own Pleafures, their own Schemes of Male* 
voldnce, hateful and hating one another*. But 
let us be fimplc concerning Evil, and wye only 
unto that which is Good 9 ; Jhew Mercy with 
Cheerfulnefs f love without Dijjimuhtm, be kindly 
qffeftioned, in Honour preferring one another, 
dijlributing to the Necefjities of the Saints : re¬ 
joice with them that rejoice, weep with them that 

weep; be not high-minded, but condcfcend t%Men 

► 

of low EJiate*: look with Pleafure on the Vir¬ 
tues, the Aceomplilhments, the Succefs of 
others*; be flow to believe their Faults, think 
of them with Concern, and treat them with 


Mildn^fs: love even our Enemies, blefs them 
that curfe us, do Good to them that hale us, and 
pray for them that dejpitefully ufe us, and perfe- 
cute us. For fo Jhall we be the Ghilfoen of oter 
Father, which is in Heaved ; maketh his 

Sun to rife on the Evil and the Good, and findeth 


Rain on the Juf and on the K 

« 

.1 Tit. iii. t. J Rojo, #vL 19, * Rom* »*. S—i$« 
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Then war Jefus led up of the Spirit into the Wil¬ 
der nefs, 'to he tempted of the Devil, 

K 

A S the Word of God acquaints us with 
many Things of great Importance, con* 
cerningour prefentand future Condition, which 
we could not elfe have known: lb it opens t© us 
particularly, a very interdling Scene, in the 
Pifcoveries which it makes of our Connexions 
with the Inhabitants of th$ invifible World, 
both good and bad. Indeed, that vat lads Or* 
dersof rational Beings beiidesMon, and fuperior 
to him,©xift in this Univerfe, Is* of itfelf ex¬ 
tremely probate. That* fome, even of the 
higheftof them^ thoul&become wicked* h only 
a Woadet of the fame Rind* as that too many 
df the beft Abilities aM^^ldeh ffioujd'make 
the worft of thad^u T&te%r thefc Wick* 
fdnt ft they fhouW do&H * from theirfrfi 

* % Ptt* Yu 4* * 

H 4 
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and confined to a very,djfietef|t 0$$, h 
a natural Conference of the Divineand 
Rectitude. That, though Sdff$rcr$*aheady for 
thur Crimes, they Aould yet be hfervqd Unto 
the iwtrsv Judgment ofth? gnat Dap* is but juft 
the very Thing thatReafon teaches concerning 
the Smnei s of the Ij^jnaa Race $lfo, That they 
fhould be.defirous in the jnean, Time of redu¬ 
cing us into T*a^(greffion, is very natural: for 
ww tee the piofligato amongft ourfelvcs de- 
lh uus every Day of doing the like* That this 
fhould be pofhble for them, is by no fylcans 

inconceivable: for, fince the material Frame 

* 

of our Earth is confefTedly liable to powerful 
Influences from other Parts of the Creation, 
v hj may not the intcl] i v ent Natures in it be fo 
too? That evil Splits Jhould be permitted* to 
afwult us in a Degree confiften^jyith oui Free¬ 
dom of Will, is evidently rcconcileahJe both 
to the Ilolincis and Goodnef^ of that 

w* arc fjiitlred tQ tap&t 
jh i haps full as dangerouily, That ^eyihould 
Ik capable of conning, their, Si^gg^ftkms to 
«s* andVe $ot Man net of doitig 

if* : fyvaifa&e 

Urn t°?f T%f f 

V7orl4 isj done, jf, we gamine x\ to the Bot- 

* Jude 6. 

tOJp; 
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tOBH not wq how 'we convey our own 
Thoughts to thofe with whom f \ye converfe. 
And,that yrc fhoujd be ejcpofcd to thefpTeiap - 
tatjpns, without perceiving them to proceed 
from any inch Caufe, is far from incredible s 
for we are frequently influenced* and ftrongly 
too, by Perfons of no higher Powers and Abi¬ 
lities than ourielvcs, without perceiving that 
they influence us at alt. 

But, though every one of thefe Things is 
rationally fuppoftdble, yet Scripture only can 
fatUfy us, that they are true in Fadt: and fo 
accordingly it' fully doth. For though it tells 
us, that bad Angels are held in everlujling 
Chains tender Qarkaef, * it tells us like wife, 
that ouf AdxetJlhy t V Devilas a rowing him 
walketb about * meaning, doubt left, within tlic 
Kxtent of his Chain, fieUng vu, »;av he msy de¬ 
vout 4 . And yet, even after the l’etUniony of 
Scripture given to thefc Doen i«rs ; as they ro 
fetj* teTMiitters which lie cut of Sig bt, ani 
thorefbte afleft die Mind but Lmtiy, unlds the 
Truth and Importance ot tjieih be carefully 
jmprejSed upon it, vye receivq them too com¬ 
monly with only a Wavering Kind of h^lf Bc- 
Jief* which produces no M^nnei of ferious 
Thought about them. And io by Degrees 

* Jntje 6. * t 
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we iirft overlook, and then doubt, ,*ftdjtbeft 

V 

rejcdj^ne Part after another of what is revealed 
concerning the hidden Regions of the Ctya- 
tion | (as‘, indeed, if once, we begin, where &»11 
we flop ?) till, at length, inilead of yvalktng, as 
Chjiftians ought, by that Faith % which is the 
Evidence of'‘Things not fun* 9 we come to con- 
flder earthly Objects as the only Realities, and 
Heaven and Jlell, and the Inhabitants of each, 
is Nothing at all. 

Some, it mull be owned, far from difbeliev- 
ing what they underftand their Bible to teach 
on thejfe Subjeds, make it almoft.a Point of 
Religion to believe a great deal more: where¬ 
as the plain and fafe Rule certainly is, to go 
as far as Scripture goes, hut alfo to flo|* where 
Scripture Hops. For whatever Notions are 
creduloufly entertained, beyond its v Warrant, 
will always, in the Event, weaken, in&ead of 
confirming, the Perfuafion of its geni||pc Ar¬ 
ticles. But, undeniably, the prevailing Ex* 
treme at prefent is, that of questioning, or 
flighting, though we do not queflion, what-* 
ever is placed a little without the Reach of 
our own Faculties, he it ever fb clearly afferted 
byour Maker $dmielf. This T urn of Mind 
is highly undiitiful ; and tends to miflead us, 

9 t! V 

• a Q|r* v . * Hcb. *i. t. 
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in die Wfjoie of Religion firft, andthdri of 
common Life,. The Remedies fbf lt'&fci to 
think of ourfdves "with Humility, send read a&d 
confider die Doctrines of ♦God's Word with 
reverent Attention. That of ouf being tempted 
by invitfble Powers needs not have any wrong* 
Effects upon us, and may have very right ones. 
For, as thefe Temptations are not diftinguidi— 
able by us from thofe which arife of them- 
felves in our own Breads, and may be redded 
effectually by the feme Methods, the Belief of 
them can by no jud Confequence drive us ei¬ 
ther into Superdition or Defpondency. But 
the Consideration of having flich an additional 
Adverfary, befides the World and the Flefh, 
mud naturally increafe our Watchfulnefs, arid 
thankful Dependence on the Help of Divine 
Grace: and the Reflexion that, in committing 
Sin, we are complying With the Suggeflions, 
and gratifying the Malice, ofth#Enemies of 
GodV of our oWn Souls, and of the whole Cre¬ 
ation, cannot but incline vfi to,a ftrong Ab¬ 
horrence even of Tdch' Tranfgreflions; as we 
might elfe have beeh difj^ofbd to view iri* a 
pleafing Light. * ' * ‘ 

*ftovr 9 of all the Paffages of Scriptutt which 
relate to tyus Point of Do&Hne, there are none 

more 
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mos;e inftrudHvfi, of thfc Qiggageliftfe 

in which we find ourt^ie%! JLotd hifafclf af- 
Suited by the Tempter : whole Yi&ory, for 
that Reafon, the Wifdom of the Church hath 
taken Care to let before our Eyes in the Gof- 
|>el for this Day, as the propereft Admonition 
to u& in the Beginning df the prefent Seafon: 
the Buhncfs of which, if we purpofc to be at 
all the better for it, is anting ouifplves ag«dnlt 
thofe Temptations w.th which we may meet 
hereafter, as well as humbling curfeJves for 
liaving yielded to fo many already- And there¬ 
fore I /ball now endeavour, 

T. To explain this Part of our Saviour's 

Hiilorv. 

* 

il. fo point out, ip a few Words, the 
practical Uiis that flow fiom it. 

(. To explain thi 4 . Part of his Iliflory. 

ThqNumbcrof wkked Spirits is reprefented 
in Scrip tumas very large. And yet ope only, 
denoted by the Name of $atati 9 pr the Detil, is 
generally mentioned as inticing Men to Sin. 
The Reafon of'this, in other Places of Hcly 
Writ, may he, that, ‘as they are all united under 
one Head, and engaged iaone Dffign, they are 
to be regarded by us as one Ady&’&ry : in 

the common Language of Wat, we fpeak of 
the Enemy in the lingular Number, when yet 

wc 
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Unt 'mtpn a Multitude.** But there fe tnore 
efpeckl Ground for it* ih the Text* asmhjuef- 
tiOJmhtf f&e prime of tpe QtMomp himfelf 
would pirfeaeJJ^ engage it* fo arduous a Cbipi* 
hat, as; that with fejus muft appear likely t6 
prov c. That W, who hears IB-will to all Men, 
ihould earuelHy wifh to ^mifitead §pd pervert 
one* whom he could not but fee to he a very 
extraordinary Man* and fent fc&ibftte Errand of 
lingular Benefit to the human Race* was to he 
ex pedied. Apd that he iliould hope to do it* 
may be accounted for, partly from hence: that 
as wicked Men* thoUjS^af eminent Abilities, 
are perpetually attempting very abfurdThings 
io may wicked Spiiits xqp: as indeed all 
Wickednefs implies, in its very Nature* the 
fibfurdeft Hope, apd Attempt in the World j 
that of being Gainers by di (obeying a wife and 
jufe* Ruler, of infinite Power. Befides, the 
Devil had fallen himfelf* cv$n ^.without a 
Tempter: N had fucceeded by the Means of 
Temptation agaidft the firft Man* and more 
or left aga$i§ ail Men fince 5 afrd probably he 
, knew »ot omindly what Manner of Perfon 

* Mattfc. %*. 34$, the Word Irtlrel* m $w^C<*4»4*or is that 
' <**tr tyifibtin the BJukU is ; t aftd therefore 

it h ptopetf r to&y Perron*, than Devil*. 


this 
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this was whom he applied. Foiv though he 
might knpw him to have been debated the 
Son of 0od,^jftill that Nameis c^pableof va* 
nous* Meaning Qr, if he knew him* to he 
the promif^d Mefiiah, yet he might imagine 
that this Promifc, as' well as others, was a 
conditkmat one, though no Condition waaejc*' 
prefled j aftd therefore liable to be defeated* 
Or, at leaft, Rage might urge him to moldi, 
though he defpaiTed to overcome* 

But then, why the Lord of all*, who quickly 
afterwards caft out Demons with a Word, fub- 
mitted previously to |hch repeated Indignities, 
as thefc Trials made of him by the Power of 
Darknofe, perhaps we cannot fully fay. But 
this at lead may be faid very fafely, that, for 
any Thing we know, It might behave km, not 
only, in general, to he made in all Things like 
unto his Brethren, that io lie might refill the 
Devil on our Behalf perfectly, whom 
very imperfe&ly; but* in. particular, tg give 
the Enemy all Advantage^and Opportunities, 
in order to make his Defeat tfeoite, conspicu¬ 
ous : befides that we may gafllr, as I (hall 
£hew you in the Cdnclufion, much Inftfudkm 
and from the* Benefit of his 

Exaipple,' ihd from the cosidelbendbg^Afiu r 

k A& x* 36. * 
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race, which bis kavihgjuffered Owfeifi being 
tempted* affords, that he will fuccour #s when 
we are tempted alio 1 . ' The wicked One tfnacte 
this Attack upon him at the Beginning of* fas, 
public Appearance* becauft undoubtedly fa 
thought no Time was to be loft for prevent* 
ing the Good intended by it, . A X\&yefut*was 
led uj> of tie Spirit purpofely $o jrn&et hitn, be-r 
caufetheDhrineOmnifcienckfote&vt^Event. 
As for the Choice of the" Wilder«ie& v f0r the 
Scene of Action * We find, that ho often ^ re¬ 
tired into Places of Solitude for Meditation'and 
Prayer: and no Wonder if he did it now, be¬ 
fore he Undertook the inexorefiibly Weighty 
Office, for which a Voice from Heaven had 
juft marked him out. The Addition of Faff¬ 
ing to his Devotions was another |nftan£e (his 
Baptiftn had already been one) of fulfillmg all 
Rigbt$$kefr r , by doing, in Obedience * to 
Godfrgeneral Appointment, * what* if he did 
not vtot* good Men in all Ages have expe- 
rtericed, when fifed on fit Gccafions, and tp a 
proper Degree, Very needful and beneficial. 

fafting the determinate Number o£ fouy 
Dajbv leads us" immediately to recoiled, that 
the Giver o( Ufa Law* and M&ts the 

4 ' Chief 
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Chief of the Fnophets, did the 
in their Tinies, which he, Who t$nke : to futfitt 
the Lem and the Prophets', did now. Nor arid 
there wanting remarkable Coincidences of th# 
Number of forty on otjier Occailons* White 
Sjjgsret of Providence may lie concealed undent 
them, appears not yet? future Occurrences^ 
perhaps, will Ihevvit. But, in the meanwhile*. 
we may venture to fay this : that as our Savi-* 
our ufpd fo long am' total an \bftincuee but 
once, nrtd we aic incapable of uiing it fo much' 
as once; repeating a faint fhadow of It every 
Year cannot be our Duty merely from his Ex¬ 
ample f and that, neither himfelf nor his 
Apofllcs having laid any fuch Command upon 
Chriftians, the Fall of Lent fluids only on the * 
Footing of human, though ancient. Injunc¬ 
tion, and private Piudcnce. ± 

During thefe forty Days, it is obeyed by > 
St. Mark* our blefied Redeemer scnw with the 
wild Beajis ; which Words muff imply, elfe 
they arc of no Significance, shat the fieredt 
Animals were awed by his Prefence, and lb ft r 
laid afide their lavage Nature for the Time: / 
thus verifying literally wfeat Bliph^z h*yob&j$i^ 
figurative^e<mcerning a g^pd At 

i Match, v* 17. »**«• 
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Jlru&ion and FamineJhalt thou laugh, neitherJbalt 
thou be afraid of the Beajis of the Earth: for they 
jhall be at Peace with thee \ Nor doth St. 
Mark only, but St. Luke alfo acquaint us, that 
throughout thefe whole forty Days he was 
tempted of Satan °; though in what particular 
Manner, they have not faid; nor perhaps did 
he inform his very Apoilles: there being many 
Things in his Life, that were myfterious even 
to them ; and no Marvel then,’if they are fo 
to us. 

When the Days of his miraculous Failing 
were completed, the Tempter came t9 him in 
a vifible Form: a Thing, which we have nei¬ 
ther any Reafon from hence to fear will ever 
be our own Cafe, or to believe is ever the Cafe 
of other common Men 3 nor yet to doubt of its 
having been his, from its never being ours or 
theirs. For the whole Life of Chrijl was fo 
full of Wonders, that- the Hiilory of his 
Temptation is perfectly agreeable to the reil: 
and we muil either queilion all, or no Part. 
In what Likenefs the Devil appeared, we are 
not told: probably refembling one of the good 
Angels , who feem by St. Mark to have attend¬ 
ed our Saviour, and minijlered unto him 7 , in the 

a Job v.jzz, 23. • Marki. 15. Luke iv. 2. v Marie i. 13. 
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Courfe of this wonderful Difpenfation, before 
his Combat, as well as after his Conqueft. 
We learn from St. Paul, that Satan hath been 
fometimes transformed into an Angel of Light 
And fuch a Transformation, on the Occaflon 
before ns, not only fuits beft with his two laft 
Temptations, but was. certainly the likelieft to 
procure him Succefs in any of them. At leaft 
he certainly did not appear what he was : for 
that would intirely have fruflrated his Intent. 
And accordingly we find, that as foon as he 
knew himfclf to be difeovered, he defpaired 
and fled. 

The flrfl: Attack which the Tempter made, 
was grounded on the bodily Neceflities of our 
bleifed Lord $ now again permitted to feel the 
Appetite of Hunger ; and deflititte, where he 
was, of all Means to fatisfy it. On this Foun¬ 
dation the Devil railed a Propofal of refined Ar¬ 
tifice : that he fh'ould inflan tly make an Expe¬ 
riment, and give a Proof, of the Truth and 
Extent of the late Declaration from Heaven in 


his Favour, TleisL my beloved Son \ by ordering 
a hiper natural Supply for the Want which 
p relied him. if thou be the Son of God , command 
lSit thefc Siena be made Bread \ Every one, 
perhaps, rnav not immediately iee where the 


* 2 C or. M. ! i. 
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Fault of this would have been j which is the 
very Circumftance that made it a fit Tempta¬ 
tion. Satan had no Profpedt of being able to 
lead him at one Step into a grofs Tranfgreffion: 
and any real Deviation, however fmall, from 
either Piety or Virtue, would have anfwered 
his End. Now, Compliance with this Coun- 
fel would have been a Deviation. The Voice 
from Heaven alone carried Evidence enough 
along with it of God’s efpecial Regard to him: 
and defiring a yet fuller Demonftrafion of it 
would certainly have argued a blame-worthy 
Diffidence. He had been fupported by the 
foie Word and Will of his heavenly Father 
for forty Days: why mu if he now, without 
any fufficient Notice of the Change of that 
Will, attempt a new Miracle for providing 
himfelf Bread to live on $ as if the old one, 
which enabled him to live without it, had loft 
its Force ? When God defigned hjm to return 
to the ordinary Way of Life, he would furnifh 
him with every Thing requiiite for it: but in the 
Interval, it had been as abfurd'for him to think 
of producing Bread for himfelf . in the Wilder- 
nefs, as for Mqjes to have thought of producing 
it for the Ifraslkes there, inftead of the Manna, 
rained down from Heaven for their Suftenance. 
And therefore he anfwered, with the utmott 

I 2 Pro* 
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Propriety, in his own Cafe, exa&ly what Mojes 
had (Swerved to them upon theirs, that Man 
doth not live by Bread only , but by every Word 
that froceedetb mt of the Motitb of the Lord 1 * 

♦ The wily Serpent, appearing in all Likeli¬ 
hood perfe&ly fatisfied with this Anfwer, and 
convinced that a&ing otherwife than our Sa¬ 
viour did, would really have been diftrufling 
God, propofes next, (and poflibly under Co¬ 
lour of jbaking Amends) to give him the moil 
illuflriotis Opportunity of (hewing the higheft 
Confidence in God that could be. And, the 
meek Jefus patiently yielding to what he 
clearly difcerned the Intention of, the Tempter 
conveys him through the Air, (no Wonder 
that he differed it, for he differed wicked Men 
to take much greater Liberties with him af¬ 
terwards) and places him on one of the Bat¬ 
tlements of the Temple of ferufalem ; exhort¬ 
ing him to call himfelf down in the Sight of 
all the Worshippers there affembled, and pro¬ 
cure that Glory to the Deity, and that Ho¬ 
nour to himfelf, which muft be the Confe- 
qtience of their feeing publickly and literally 
fulfilled in him that Prediction of the Ff^lmift 
- concerning a pious Mali, which fo eminently 
pious n eme as he had'Certainly botfi TReafon 

' Deut. rliii Match. is, 


and 






and;Faith^enough to depend on? He Jhall 
give bis jfngeb Charge concerning the*: and in 
their Hands they 'jhall hear thee up, left at 'any 
Tithe thou daft* thy Foot againft a Stone*: pof- 
fiblyinfinuating farther, by the JJle of thefe * 
Words, his own Ambition of being employed 
as the Inftrument of 1 b noble a Miracle, for 
which he had juft before (hewn himfelf quali¬ 
fied, and the tutelary Spirit qf fq excellent a 
Perfen. But the Redeemer of Mankind, far 


from being difconcerted by the fuddeh Change 
of the Argument, or dazzled by fo fpecious a 
Plea, calmly anfwers by another Text of Sci ip- 
ture, explaining and limiting that, which the 
Seduper had quoted imperfe&y, and applied 
wrong: Thou Jhalt not tempt the Lord thy God 
As we ought not from Diffidence to aik neyr 
Proofs of his Power, where we have had defi¬ 
cient ones already, fo neither muft we from 
Preemption urge him to do for us what we 
have no Need of, and what therefore he hath 
given us no Right to expert. For they, who 
throw away the natural Means* which he hath 
beftpwed Op them for prefixing themfelves, 
IjefMt allTi#e to a fopcmaturai Prote&ipi# 
unfhccefsfiil in both theft Afiault#, 

* * > * t i * 

%ptm, ri> Ur .JtfMJi.Ijr. 7. 
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the Tempter, not'withftanding, another 

without Delay, probably built dii die Defeats 
which he bad undergone. He places 6ur blef- 
fed Lord, lUll giving Way to ]hi$ vain Efforts, 
on a Commanding Eminence; reprefents to him 
from thence, in extended View, or mimic 
Imagery, or pompous Defcription*, whatever 
was great and fplendid in the Kingdoms of the 
Earth j alledges, that to himfelf, as the Vice-* 
gerent of the Almighty, the Dominion of this 
fuhlunary World was granted $ over which he 
was willing to place, on the reafonable Terms 
•of Homage done to him for it, one, of whoffe 
fuperior Undemanding and Rightncfs of Mind 
he had now made fo thorough a Trial. All 
this Power will I give thee: for it is delivered unto 
me . If therefore thou will worjhif me, attjball 

he fhme T . To each of the former Suggeflions 

* 

» Hcuman, DifT. Syijoge, tomS. p.L 7. thinks be only 
pointed towards each Kingdom, and (hewt (hat and 

tflenJo fignifythi*. Bibl. Gem, 174$, Jha* p. toS. Spaftian, 
in the Life of Saverur» faith, that from the Top of h high 
Mountain he faw Rome, oriam temuntjm* Cyprian»nd Do* 
nattitn de Gratia Dei, p.4. %i„ FeU, e*hortjftim: Faolifper 
to crede fubdttci in mnntia v^rticem enlShthm, fpObtdate 
Hide mom in fir* tit ji^WSnii &e|e*f in div«fhfx>r- 

t reRia, ipfc a tetrenSr contajtiboapunt wr* 
*« Junes intoerc. Andhonhelie fu ppft& ftth tti $ti the Whole 
of it. r&tffc* k 4 , T| ♦ 

A k V 
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the holy Jefus had replied without J&SOUon % 
but now, when the Majefiy pf his 
Father was injured, and the Faith o 
Allegiance to him availed, by fo vile a Fai$fe~ 
hood, he bears, no longer $ tejlj the Hypocrite, 
he knew him weU’for die Adversary of God, 
who had granted to no created Being, much 
lefs to him, the Honours, or the Authority, 
which he claimed; and commands him that 


Moment to quit his Prefence* Qef thee b*nct % 
Satan: for it is written, Thou Jh&lt worjhip the 
Lord thy God , and him only fait thou ferve* 
Then the Devil leaveth him , and Angels came 
and mmijlered unto him *, doobtlefs whatever 
his Condition required* 

All Hopes of reducing him were now at an 
End* What remained was only to oppofe and 
perfecute him. And, as this Method was taken 
very foon after the former failed, St* Luke ob- 
ierves, that the Devil departedfrom him but for a 
Seqfon\ Accordingly Chrijl himfelf exprelles 


the whpie of his public Life on Earth by the 
Phraft of hit Temptations', # Butas every Con- 


friyattefc of the Rule? (fDprknefs* againft him 
proved teeflfe^tual; Kb that, which belaboured 

,'»X4#^ri. jfiat.*. 
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moft, and at Length accomplifhcd, the taking 
away ofhis Life, inftead of preventing die Erec¬ 
tion of our Saviours rightful Kingdom, gave 
the mortal Blow to his own ufurped Tyranny, 
For through Death the Son of Man defrayed him 
who had the fewer ofDeath, that is the Devil 4 ; 
and having jpotled Principalities and Powers, 
triumphed over them on his Crofs*. 

II. I come now to ipeak brieflyof the practi¬ 
cal Ufes that flow from this Part of our Saviour’s 
Hiftory. And the following are not inconfide- 
rable: that the heft of Men are no more exempt 
from Temptations than others % but may pof- 
fibly be tried with a larger Share of them, and 
fuch as are harder to be withflood; that every 
one therefore ought, in every Part of Life, to 
prepare for them i and no one, merely on Ac¬ 
count of his fuffering ever <b many, to doubt 
of the Favour and Love of God: that Allure¬ 


ments to Evil may perhaps befet us with pecu¬ 
liar Importunity in the Entrance upon our 
Chriftian Courfe; Hut, if we refift them faith- 
fUHy then, may ceafe in a great Mat fare after¬ 
wards ; and God's Grape enable us to go fafely 


and ho^pprably through the fevereft Con Aids of 
another Kiptf; that Retirement.and Medit&~- 

' * , % A » , 
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tion. Failing and Prayer, are the right Prepara¬ 
tives againft all Solicitations to Sin; tdiicti yet 
may come upon us in the very Midft c^jfout 
ligious Duties, and flridtell Obfejs^ices 5 
Satan may leek Adyjp^^ them to mi& 
lead us: that it^even at fuch Tinges we are not 
fecure, much lefs are we fo in the Midftof the 
Cares and Purfuits, but efpccially the Fteafures 
of Life ; by thoughtlefs Indulgence of which, 
we invite and aid the Tempter, whom we 
ought to ihun and pppofe: that we fhould 
never venture out of the plain Road of Duty; 
to fupply the moll urgent Neceffities never 
run into needlefs Danger, in Hope of extra¬ 
ordinary Deliverance 5 never accept the great- 
ell Advantages, when offered as the Price of 
our Innocence: that Riches, and Honours, 
and Power are the moll dangerous of Trials, 
being referved for the lalft in the Cafe of our 
blelfed Lord: and whbeVer can reject them 
inllantly with Indignation, when offered dn 
finful Conditions, as he did, is far advanced 
in the Road to Perfection: that laying up the 
Do&rines and Precepts 6f Scripture in our 
Hearts, ready for Ufc,‘ is providing the heft 
Defence again# our fpiritual Enemies j yet 
that Scripture vtfelf t&ay be "fcaiily perverted to 
tnifguije us, utdeft carefully interpret one 
* 14 Part 
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Part of it by another, and eveiy one by the 
Defign of the Whole: that the effectual Way 
of dealing with all evil Suggeftions, is to repel 
them with an immediate, and fhort, and deter¬ 
minate Anfwer, founded on God*s Word $ and 
that permitting them to reply to us, and plead 
with us, is only giving them a Handle to de¬ 
ceive and deflroy us: that they, who are led 
by the Providence of God to meet Difficul¬ 
ties, will,*if they afk it, be filled with the 
Spirit of God to go through them j and fo 
with $Le Temptation be will alfo make a Way to 
efcapc*: or, to fpeak in St. James's Words, 
that if we refifi the Devil, he will fieefrom us ; 
and if we draw nigh to God, he will draw nigh 
to us 1 . That fince we have not an High Priejl 
which cannot be touched with the Feeling of our 
Infirmities, but on% who was in all Points 
tempted like as we are, we may come boldly 
through him to the Throne of Grace , and find 
Help in Tme of Need . But then, as he was 
tempted without Sin h , wemuft imitate, though 
we cannot equaf, him; and really, though not 
perfectly in this Life, conquer Sin alfo; for only 
to him that overcoMeth will he grant tofit with him 
in hh Throne 1 . Yet, as the Tempter departed 

- f I Cor. *.13. * fr* 7, S. * Heb, w, 15, 16. 

* Retr. ui. si. 
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from our Lord himfelf only for 41 Seafon, we 
are not to imagine, that he will ever depart 
wholly from as: but f may ftill comfort our- 
felves, that if we put on the whole Armour of 
God, and wreftle againft hifn as we ought, we 
Jhall be able to ftanfi againft all hit Wiles 1 ': my, 
every Attempt to weaken our Virtues, {hall 
only prove a wholefome Exercife to ftrengthen 
and improve them; till at Length# having 
fought the good Fight of Faith, We {hall lay 
hold on eternal Life 1 ; and not onlff the An¬ 
gels, who minifter to us now Affiftance in our 
Conflict, (hall jo% with our Fellow Saints in 
applauding our Victory, but the Captain of our 
Salvation " himfelf acknowledge us openly for 
his good and faithful Soldiers and Servants \ 
Blejfed is the Man that tndurelh Temptation: 
for when he is tried, he Jhall receive the Crown 
of Life, mbiobHhe Lord hath promifed to them 
who love h%K 

t 

a Ej>h. 11, is. 11 Tint' vi. 12* * * ffctj, ii. 10. 
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Phil. ii. at. 

For allfeek their own, not the Things which are , 

Jefus Chrifi's • 

T HESE Words contain both an Account 
what the Pra&ice of Mankind is, and 
alio an Intimation what it ihould be. And 

0 

therefore, in difcouriing upon them* it will be 
proper, 

I, To confider what is meant by feeking our 
own Things . 

II. What by feeding theTkings of Jefus Chrtjl. 

III. To explain and prove the Affertion, 
that ail feek the former, not the ’latter. 

IV. To ft*py what we are to learn from it. 
I. Seeking our own Things t is purfuingourown 
Inclinations and Fancies, or imagined worldly 
Interefts. And many flrapge Fancies People 
of all Ranks indulge. Some never afk them- 
felves, whether the COutfo which they are 
taking is likely to be'for their Good: others 

never 
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never flacken it, though from Time to Time 
they flrongly fufpe<ft it is not. Often they 
adopt, without Examination, the Opinions of 
thole about them, whom yet they are far from 
efteeming: and either wi}l not fee, that better 
Judges think differently 5 or do fee it, and will 
not regard it, but follow Cuftom blindfold, 
even againft their own Liking. Or it may be, 
they think a little, but think fhort; neither 
to the End, nor to any confiderable Part, even 
of the prefent Life: imagine what pleafes now, 
muft always pleafe j and what brings no In¬ 
convenience yet, will never bring any. In¬ 
deed, ufutlly, it is their principal Point, to ac¬ 
quire the Things which others with for, 
though vifibly of no real Ufe; and they are 
vehement for whatever will make them en¬ 
vied as happy Perfons, though it produce little 
elfe than Vexation and Guilt. Some will not 
truft even their own Experience againft their 
Prepofleffions: but force themfelvea to be¬ 
lieve, that the Lives which ihey lead muff 
needs be delightful, though they feel the 
contrary. Many lofe the Opportunities, and 
even the Reliih, of moderate and rational 
Pleafures, by a wild Purfuit of vifionary 
and extravagant ones. Nay, there are feme 

who 
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who not only follow wrong Ways, but, as the 
Text hath i t>feek them: go purpofelj out of 
the plain Road, as it were, in Search of Mi- 
fery. It were much to be wilhed, that all 
theie were more fludious of their Intcreft, 
even their temporal Intereft, than they are: 
it might be one Step towards becoming what 
they ought. But ft ill the moft faithful and 
affiduous Worfliippers of the World’s great 
Idols, Applaufe, Advancement, Profit, Power, 
entirely miftake, if they hope that any of 
thefe Things will either fecure them lofting 
Enjoyment, or preferve them from acute Mife- 
ry. A little Reflexion difeovers, that Ilappi- 
nefs confifts in lomewhat ftable and inward: 
whence the more thoughtful have learned to 
feek it in themfelves. But, alas! when we 
infped ourfelves, what a Mixture do we find, 
of Ignorance which we cannot enlighten, of 
Weaknefs which we cannot ftrengthen, of 
Wrongnefs which we cannot let right l Bo¬ 
lides that all Creatures, as fuch, are eflcntwlly 
infufficient for their own Happinefs ; there is 
by Nature a Void within us, which muft be 
filled from above, or we muft remain lor tvei 
craving and unfatisfied. Let u s therefore look 
upwards, and confider, 


II. I be 
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II. The things which are Jeftts Cbrijl's: the 
Benefits that he hath procured for us, with the 
Knowledge of them that he hath communi¬ 
cated to us. And indeed what have we of 
Value, that is not his ? Some have pretended 
they could inveftigate all the Do&rines, the 
Duties, the Rewards of Religion completely 
by their own Reafon, and form themfelves to a 
fuitable Difpolition by their own Strength. 
But the Hiflory of Heathenifin clearly fhews, 
that no one ever did this; nor probably there¬ 
fore ever would. The one true God was fcarce 
known. Falfe Deities of the worft Chara&ers 
were adored, inftcad of him, with Rites that 
feldom, if ever, mended their Votaries, often 
corrupted them. The common Rules of focial 
Life were by no Means throughly under flood; 
as the (hocking Cuflotn of expofmg Children 
to perifh, the barbarous Combats of Gladiators, 
the promifeuous and unnatural Practices of 
Lcwdnefs, publickly allowed, give dreadful 
Proofs. But the internal Virtues of the Heart 
were flill lets regarded; and they who feemed 
pofiefTed of them, aferibed the Merit wholly to 
themfelves: very few laid fo much as the Pha- 
rifec, Grady 1 thank tbee> that £ am not as other 
M:n arc: fcarce any with the Publican, God 

be 
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be merciful to me, a Sinner*. Yct how continu- 
ally arc the bell of Men guilty of Faults! But 
they had hardly any Notion of the univerfel 
Need of Repentance, or any Name for Humi¬ 
lity of Soul. Forgivenefs of Injuries was very 
unfteadily taught: Benevolence to Enemies 
lay yet farther out of Sight* Courage injug 
rioufly exercifed, Patriotifm (hewn by invading 
the Rights of their Neighbours, and Num¬ 
bers of other iplendid Sins, paiTed for heroic 
Excellencies. There was very little Hope of 
future Blifs to give Men Spirit in doing what 
was right, and lefs Fear of future Judgment 
to deter them from what was wrong. Such 
were the beft inftru&ed Nations: and fuch, 
or worfe# had we been probably now, but for 
the Companion of Jefus Chrift. Indeed with¬ 
out him we (hould never have known, till too 
late, how bad our Condition was. The real 
State of Mankind, with refpedfc to God, was, 
in a great Meafurc, unknown to them, till he 
underwent what he did, at once to lay open 
to us our Danger, and to fred us from it on 
moft equitable Terms. Even the myfleri- 
ous Pafts of what he ttftight for this Purpole 
lead us to reverence the Divine Wifdom, and 
think modeftly of mt fcwn 1 while the more 

if. 
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diftin&Iy intelligible Mired us to every Thing 
that is tight and fit. 

The Gofpel hath laid the Foundation of our 
Duty in that plcafing and thankful Veneration 
of God, which his creating Bounty, his provi¬ 
dential Care,his redeeming Mercy, excite: and 
#vhich tends to infpire us, wkh a deep Concern 
for whatever we have done offenlive to him, 
an earned Defire of obeying his Commands, 
an humble Senfe that we need his Affiftance, 
a firm Perfualion that he will grant it to us, a 
cheerful Reliance on him for every Thing that 
we want, in Regard to this World or the next. 
This excellent Frame of Mind muft powerfully 
Aipprefs irregular Appetites of Senfe, immode¬ 
rate Deilres of Wealth, vain Fondnefs for 
Pomp and Pre-eminence, anxious Cares about 
worldly Events. And on fuch Love of God 
Chriftianity builds its fecond great Command¬ 
ment, Love of bur Neighbour : a Duty, en¬ 
joined in a higher Degree, and carried to a 
greater Extent, though flill a reaforiablc one, 
in Scripture, than in any other Inftitution of 
* Religion. 11 preferibes the moft accurate and 

tender Attention to the Obligations which re- 
iult from the neater Connections in Life, the 
moft induftrious Fndeatours to be nfeful in 
whatever Station we fill, the moft affectionate 

"Faith- 
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faithfulriefs to the Community of Which we 
are Members, tempered with univerfal Gdod- 
will to the reft of Mankindbenevolent Re- 
fpect towards thofe who excel us; Readinefs 
to pardon, as far as can be iak, all who have 
wronged us; Elleem of whatever in any Per- 
fon deferves it; fi nee rely kind Withes to thofe 
whom we efteem the leail; Companion for 
the Wretched, and Relief to our utmoil Abi¬ 
lity, though we ftraiten ourfdves. Nor doth 
our blefled Redeemer expedt us only to pity, 
as he did, the temporal Wants of Men ; but, 
as he did alfo, their fpiritual ones unfpcakably 
more; a Precept peculiar to the Goipcl, and 
comprehending a great Variety of important 
Particulars: Provifionforinftrudling the young 
and ignorant; and combining afterwards pious 
Advice with outward Relief to the fick and 
needy $ feafonable Warnings, and mild Rc- * 
proof, when there is Hope of thair being re¬ 
garded ; con flan t Circumfpedlion to fet a pru¬ 
dent, as well as innocent Example; that we 
lead not others into Danger, by wliat, perhaps* 
we can do ourfelves with Safety; but fubmit to 
confiderable Reflraints, rather than let our Li- 
forty, as theApoftle expreffes it, become a Stum* 
bling Bhtikto them that are weak*; Studying to 

eer. viii. 9. 
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obferve thefe Rules, for they require and merit 
Study, is feekmgtbe Tkings that are Jefus ChriJTs* 
And they are oppofed to our own, not as being 
really contrary even to our prefent Intereft: ve¬ 
ry far from it. Only through the inbred Dif- 
order of our Hearts, and the general Prevalence 
of evil Habits, we are apt to delight in very 
oppofite Difpofnions: and hence a good Life 
.comes to be a felf-denying one, which elfe 
would be the con flan t Practice of Self-love. 
The ambitious would feck the true Honour that 
cometh from God e j the felfifh would have Re- 
jpett to the heavenly Rccompence of Reward 4 ; 
the Lovers of Pleafure would fecure the Ful - 
nefs of Joy which is for evermore 9 : and the 
Means of being happy here and hereafter would 
evidently appear to be the fame. But now the 
Difficulties of performing our Duty are Co 
great, and our Failures in it fo many, that, 
amongfl the Things that are Jtfiu Chriji*s % we 
muft feck with peculiar Earneflnefs his Grace 
toftrengthen us, and an Intercfl in his Merits to 
procure us Acceptance, which thus theweakefl 
and worfl of us all may be fure of obtaining. 

Yet, great as thefe Bkffings are, the ApofUe 
hath faid, that all Men feek their own, not the 
Things ofjefus Cbrtfl . Let us therefore 

* John r. 44. 4 Hcbi xi> j6. * Pfal. w. is. 
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III. Examine into the Meaning and the 
Truth of this melancholy AiTertion. 

It is plainly not to be taken in the utmoft 
Extent. For he had given the contrary Cha- 
radter of Timothy j uft before, as he hath of others 
elfewhere. But he may well be underftood to 
fay, that all abfolutely have fome Share of 
Blame in this Refpedt; and the Generality, 
which in common Speech the Word all fre¬ 
quently fignifies, are highly and dangeroufiy 
blameable. For who can deny this to be Fad ? 
Many are vicious in every Way that Inclina¬ 
tion prompts them to. Many, who regard 
fome Parts of Virtue, difregard others, perhaps 
avowedly. The more uniformly regular would 
do well to afk themfelves. Whether it is from 
a real inward Senfe of Duty, or for the Sake of 
Reputation or Convenience ? They who make 
a Confcience of behaving right in common 
Life, do they make any of paying due Honour 
to God ? Our ftrongeft Obligations of every 
Kind are to him: yet Numbers think highly of 
their own Merit, while they neglect him 5 and, 
it may be, pique themfelves on negk&ing him. 
If we profels ourielves Believers in him, do we 
ftatedly and fervently pray to him, and give 
him Thanks for his daily Bie dings ? Do we live 

*3 « 
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in his Fear and Love, and the Hope of his fu-» 
lure Mercy ? SuppoAng we Ancerely embrace 
natural Religion; have we carefully inquired 
into the Truth of Chriilianity; unprejudiced 
by Attachment to forbidden Plcafures, by the 
vain Fancy, that nothing can be true which 
we comprehend not fully, by ludicious or fb- 
phiiliciil M iireprefentations ? And, to guard 
us againfV thefe, have we ccniulted proper 
Books and Pci ions ? if we call ourfclvcs 
Chriilians, do we obki\a confcientioully all 
the I alii tut ions of Chriilianity *, or flight them 
when any I ride intervenes: and do we ob- 
ferve them othervviie than as mere Ponus r 


Do we. uie them to imp:efs on our SpuL ihe 
Importance of the Doctrines, the Pardon, the 
Grace, the Rewards of the Clofpel ? And do 
we employ our Faith of all thefe Things to 
improve us in every Part of a Chriftian Tem¬ 
per ? This Temper, and our Inclinations, too 
often interfere. Which do we prefer ? And 
where do we lay the Foundation of our Con- 
dud: ? We ought not to lay it in Attention to 
our own Intercfls or Amusements, joining now 
and then with them a little Appearance, or 
perhaps a little Reality, of Religion, provided 
we can make it agree with them. But the 
Rule is, feck ye frji the Kingdom of God and 

bis 
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his RighteoufnefsK . The Ground-work of every 
Thing good, is a devout Refolution to do our 
whole Duty. Each is to do it fuitably to his 
own Station: but all, in whatever Station, high 
or low, are to make it their inviolable Concern: 

; ««w 

for God hath given no Man Licence to bin*. 
Whoever doth not feel this Truth, as the moft 
important one that belongs to his Exigence; 
and govern his Conduct by it, in trying as 
well as ordinary Cafes, hath .not fought the 
\Things of Jtfus Chriji in a due Manner. And 
think then, I entreat you, how few have. A 
fid Reflexion! but we mud remind our Hearers 
to make it. Elfe how much pleaftnter would 
it be to congratulate the good on their happy 
State, than to terrify the wicked; to encourage 
the modeft and timorous, than to confute the 
prelumptuous, and alarm the thoughtfefs! 

But, luch being the Condition of the World, 
let us now coniider, 

IV. What we are to learn from it* 

And certainly we ought to learn great Mild- 
nefs towards others, who are faulty *,lince, more 
or Jefs, all are To, Even the firft Ghriftians, 
even the firft of the Chriftian Clergy, for of 
thefe, it mud be owned, the Apoftle peculiarly 
r Matth, yi. 35, t Eccloi xv. 20, 
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fpeaks in the Text, fell very Ihort of Perfec¬ 
tion. And ever fince, the beft have had their 
Dt'fc&s, ahd the worft their good Qualities. 
Let us therefore think and hope,as well as with 
any Reafon we can, of all. Yet ftill, they 
who abandon themfelves to Wickednefs, and 
efpecially they who labour to pervert others, 
either in Principles or Practice, and to make a 
bad World worfij, be they ever fo agreeable, be 
they ever fo ufeful to us, arc to be avoided, and 
checked with more Care, the more Danger 
there is of their doing Harm. That we are 
unable, from various Circumftances, to exert 
this right Spirit, may Ibmetimes, perhaps often, 
be a juft Plea: but ought never to be made a 
falfe Pretence. The firm Purpofe of doing it 
lhould always be kept in Mind, and executed 
as loon as poflible, with Amends for the Delay, 
At the fame Time, in Proportion as the bad 
give real Marks of Reformation, they lliould 
be diligently encouraged, yet with prudent, and 
cautious, and gradual Kindnefs. But above all, 
the honeft, tht: virtuous, the confcientious, 
the pious, ought to be countenanced, brought 
forward, andcheriflied,as the Salt and the Light 
of the Earth*, who preferve Society from Cot- 

b Mitth. v. 15, iij. 
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ruption and Diftolution, who fhew Men the 
Way to prefent and future Happineft. Nor 
fhould they be rejected or defpifed, though 
fometimes inferior in Qualifications of left 
Moment, nay, though, in fome Refpe&s, hurt¬ 
ing, through Miftake, their own good Caufe: 
of which, however, it is very unjuft, though 
very ufual, to condemn or fufpeft them, with¬ 
out or beyond Reafon. 

But the principal Point is, what we are to 
learn in Regard more immediately to ourfelves. 
If the World be fo bad, there is great Need to 
aik our Hearts, what are we who make a Part 
of it ? Conforming to it implicitly is by no 
Means the Rule either of Scripture or of Rea¬ 
fon : yet is it not too much our Practice ? A 
little honeft Home Inquiry would loon furnifh 
the true Anfwer. But we turn our Eyes from 
what wc have no Mind to difeem, and try to 
deceive not only others, but ourfelves. Yet to 
what End ? God knows the Truth. Men will 
know it, if they do not; and Angels too, We 
purtelves know it in Part aril the" while j and 
ihall know and lament it to Eternity, if we re¬ 
fute to take the proper Notice of it in Time. 

Examine therefore what the Tenourofyour 
Conduct is. If it be diffolute or intemperate, 

the 
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the Neceffity of amending it is glaringlyvifible. 
If, though othervvife innocent, you confume 
your Days chicliy in Trifles; fuch Wafte of 
precious Time, given for other Ends, is highly 
criminal. Befldcs that, both the fupinely in¬ 
dolent, and the buiier Votaries of idle Amufe- 
ments, expofe themfelves to various Tempta¬ 
tions, and fet a dangerous Example to thole 
around them: the Tendency of which, as it 
fpreads, muR be, to make Per ions of all Ranks, 
even the mofl important, and, byConfequence, 
the Community composed of them, inlignih- 
cant, contemptible, and vicious. Further 
Hill: though your Dilpoiition be to Things 
of more Ule, and fo far commendable, yet if 
on any Occalion you indulge either Rcfent- 
ment or Malevolence, however calm, towards 
any of your Fellow-creatures; if you are in¬ 
jurious pr hard-hearted, from Sclfilhnefs; or 
but thoughtlefsly inattentive to the Rights, 
the Interefts, the Wants, the Feelings, of thole 
whom you ought to regard, you may thus have 
con traded, in many Ways, moil heinous De¬ 
grees of Guilt. Nay, fuppofing you have 
been, and are, beneficent as well as harmlefs, 
but lefs fo than you might; even this Defedt 
is a Failure of Duty. Not that you are to give 
Way to Scruples; there is no End of them : 

hut 
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but to confider maturely, and confult worthy 
Friends ; what you can add to the Good which 
you do already. Poflibly it may be more than 
you imagine. Be it ever fo little, do it but 
according to the bcfl of your Judgment, and 
God will accept it. But, at the lame Time, 
be fure to remember, that the rierhteft Demea- 
nor in worldly Matters will not iuffice ; but our 
chief Regard muft be to him who made us, 
and wliofe therefore we are. From his Good* 
nefs all that we enjoy proceeds : from his Au¬ 
thority over us all our Duties flow: and thofe, 
which are owing immediately to himfelf, furely 
require our principal Care. But fuch Duties 
as natural Reafon teaches, are far from being 
the only Concern of thole to whom he hath 
preferibed additional ones, founded on the im¬ 
portant Alterations which our primitive's tate, 
as wc learn rrom Scripture, hath undergone*, 
Man is a fallen Creature: We arefteaaka& the 
Apoftle ftrongly expreffes it, and our Ljbf is hid 
•with Chrijt m God *. Our Hope of future Hap- 
pinefs lies not in ourfdves, hut is fepofited in 
the Hands of the blcfltd Jefus, who purchafed 
it with his Blood: and where our Treafure 
there ftsuft our Hearts he alfo\ Without affec- 
* Col. iii. 3. * Mattfa. vi. si. Lukexii. 34. 
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donate and habitual Movements of the Soul 
towards the Father of Mercy, the Author of 
Salvation, the Infpircr of Holinefs; without a 
deep Senfe of pall Guilt and prefent Imperfec¬ 
tion, an humble Faith in the Merits of our 
glorified Redeemer, and a firm Reliance on the 
Grace of the Divine Comforter, all our Virtue, 
all our Piety, will avail us nothing. For, 
when we have done our befl, we arc but un¬ 
profitable Servants J . 

.You will objedl, perhaps, that indulging Con¬ 
templations of this Nature would engrofs our 
Whole Thoughts and Time; the Affairs of com¬ 
mon Life mull be utterly negle&ed for them. 
JBut are you indeed at all near the Borders of 
that Danger ? Or do not fuch Obje&ors take 
thorough Care to keep far enough out of the 
Reach of it ? You are by no Means called only 
to A&sof Devotion, or only to the more fublime 
of moral Duties. Prudent and moderate Con¬ 
cern for our worldly Interell is a Duty. 
Every Propriety and Decency of Life is a Duty. 
Even ornamental Accomplishments have their 
Value. But from thefe Conccffions Men con¬ 
clude, that they may fafely pay their main At¬ 
tention to what deferves but the finalleft Part $ 

) Luke «t«i. 19 * 
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and imagine they are abundantly good Chrif- 
tiafts, almofl without any one peculiarly Chris¬ 
tian Adtion or Sentiment. At beft, a few 
pious Formalities, pradtifed now and then, con- 
ilitute their whole Religion: ahd the reft of 
their Life, and all their Heart, is given up to 
what hath no Tin&ure of Religion in it: 
whereas inward Reverence of God, as he is 
manifeiled to us in the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift, 
ought to be our ruling Principle; and extend its 
Influence throughout each Article, of ourBufi- 
nefs, our Converfation, our private Thoughts. 

Perhaps you will objedt again, that fo very 
ferious a Turn of Mind as this, will caft a 
Gloom over every Thing: and one muft have 
fame Pleafure furely. But learn to be pleafed 
with what you ought: and you will have inex- 
preflibly more Pleafure than you poflibly can 
elfe. In other Things you take Pains, no fmajl 
Pains, to acquire a Tafte $ often, for what is of 
no Value j foroetimcs, for what is bad: ami 
perhaps, after all, can fucceed no further, than 
to put on the Affedfcation of* liking what you 
really do npt, or get by Habit a wretched Crav¬ 
ing for Gratifications, which you cannot but 
defpifeand condemn. Employ yourfelves better. 
Efteem what is eftimable, and it will exalt in- 

/lead 
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Read of dtbafing you : love what is amiable, 
and it will reward your AfFeftion. Love him 
above all, who hath firjl loved you *; and his 
Service will be delightful: become fuch as he 
requires, and you will find SatisfadHon in 
every Thing. It is a ftrange Miftake, to ima¬ 
gine the Burfhens of Religion infupportablc ; 
while we take much heavier upon ourfelves 
from Fancy and Fafhion. Were the Gofpel to 
enjoin the Fatigues, the Expences, the Dan¬ 
gers, which on Reflexion we fhall perceive 
Caprice and Cuflom do, that one Argument 
again ft it would be accounted decifive. 

The mofl ferious Pcrl'on in the World may 
juftly be alfo the checrfullcft. Even Penitents, 
in the Midft of their Sorrow, at the very Be¬ 
ginning of their Amendment, enjoy a blefled 
Hope of Forgivenefs and Acceptance, infi¬ 
nitely preferable to the higheft Pleafures of 
Sin. But Perfons of confirmed Goodnefs have 
a Peace within their Breafts, 'which paffeth all 
Underjlanding n of thofe who have not experi¬ 
enced it, and all Deicription of thofe who have. 
They feel no tormenting Remorfe, no difquiet- 
ing Dread of God or Man, They are never 
agitated by Malice or Envy: feldom, and but 

* 1 John iv. 19, ■ Phil. iv. 7. 
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gently, moved by Anger. Pity indeed they 
often experience; but gratifying it comfbrts 
both others and themfelves. Their Behaviour 
is friendly, and therefore agreeable: their Dif- 
courfe lively, if Nature hath qualified them for 
it; but at leafl inoffenfive and conciliating. 
Their Hearts are open, in a proper Degree, to 
all the innocent Amufements of Life, and they 
long for none of the prohibited ones. Virtu¬ 
ous Difcretion prcferves their Health and Spi¬ 
rits as much ns worldly Uncertainties permit, 
makes their Cireumftances eafy, their Families 
and Dependants orderly and happy. Their 
judicious Beneficence is very ufeful, their 
bin melds Example yet more. Thus they be¬ 
come Bleffings within the Compafs of their 
Sphere : and furely reap no little Joy from the 
Efteem of others, but unfpeakably more from 
the Teftimony of their own Confidences. The 
beft of them indeed are fenfible of many Fail¬ 
ings : but all confident with that Sincerity, 
which God, they know, will recompence. 
They fee through the whole Courfe of Life, 
that they are in the only right Way; and 
whatever may happen to them, all will end 
well. Difappointments, Unkindnefs, Ingra¬ 
titude, Lofies of Friends or of Fortune, Ne- 
ceffity. Pain, Sicknefs, and Death, work to- 

5 gether 
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getberfor their Good % and unite to form an in¬ 
fallible Plan for increafing theif final Felicity. 
Never will Society grow gloomy, but inex- 
preffibly the cheerfuller, for being compofed 
of filch Perfons as thefe: and fuch ought the 
religious naturally to be. 

Therefore you, who are truly religious, ap¬ 
pear in Charader, and do Credit to your Caufe. 
Defpife with Good-humour and pity the im¬ 
potent Ridicule of the inconiiderate: let the 
World fee that you are happy, and that your 
Belief in God is the Ground of it. Wear no 
dejeded Looks, put on no forbidding Appear¬ 
ances; be affable, be courteous, be joyful. 
Avoid improper Amuiements j guard againft 
Fondnefs for thofe in which occafionally you 
may do well to join: but cxprefs a decent and 
modeft, a mild and compalfionate, not an angry 
or ccnforious. Disapprobation of the common, 
Excefles in them; (hew that you can rclifh Life 
perfectly well without them, by engaging with 
Alacrity in the proper Bufinefs of your Station, 
improving yourieIves, and doing Good to 
others. Never unfeafonably magnify in Talk, 
butafliduouily demonftrate in Fad, the Com¬ 
fort you have in obferving the Precepts and 

* Ron*. 
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cxpeding the Rewards of the Gofpel. Mani- 
feft, whenever Opportunities prefent them- 
felves, yet without any Oftentation, the bene¬ 
volent Serenitywhich Chriftian Faith infpirc$, : 
your Enjoyment both of Conversion and Soli¬ 
tude in their Seafons, your Compofure under 
Doubts and Uncertainties, your Fortitude un¬ 
der Crofles and Afflictions, and your fettled 
Perfuafion, that you fhall ever he enabled to 
pojjefs your Soul in Gladnefs of Heart % and re¬ 
joice in the Lord always. 

Such Behaviour will furely convince even 
the vicious and the prejudiced, if they have 
any Reflexion, that to feek their own Advan¬ 
tage with Succefs, they mu ft feek the 'Things 
which are Jefus Chrijl's. And if they ever in¬ 
tend it, the prefent Time is always the beft: 
but this prefent Time is peculiarly fo. De¬ 
cency prohibits now the ufual Divcrlions: 
apply your vacant Hours to a better Purpofe. 
The Offices of the Week throughout exprefs 
in the moft affe&ing Manner, what,your gra¬ 
cious Redeemer hath done and fuffered for 
you: think deliberately in it, what you ought 
to do for him, indeed for yourfelves* Think 
what ypu have been, and are, and what the 

p Luke xxi> 19. A&H ii. 46. 1 Phil. iv. 4. 
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Faith you profits requires you to be: confider 
what fatal ('oniequences will follow, perhaps 
very loon, if you negled to amend, and how 
you (lftll accomplilh this neceflary Work. 
Read with Reverence the Rules and Decla¬ 
rations of God's Word; read with Attention 
other awakening, yet prudent Books, rtfled- 
ing as you go along; and engage feme pious, 
but judicious Friend, to excite, fupport, di- 
red, and, if there be Occalion, reft rain you. 
Form diicreetly by their Plelps needful Re- 
folut'ons; and beg earnedly of God Strength 
to fulfil them : elie they will all piove inef¬ 
fectual. But remember, that the Piety of the 
W eck, however ftrid, is not to end with it; 
slu 1 v »n>not he really Chriftian, if it doth. You 
ate called to Rccollodion now r , that you may 
piudhl Vigilance all the reft of your Days. 
Tc mpouii \, periodical GooJmjs, that is like the 
i f f tu ; s r Chud % and as the early Deiv goetb 
away , will be <*f no Avail to any one; but 
the \ , w’ c, ly patient Continuance in *u. ell-doing, 
Jeek hr C/ay J\! Honour and Immortality , are 
feciirv. ol obtaining cl, nal Life*. 

1 Ilof. vu 4, * Rom. ii. 7. 
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But God forbid that Ifhouldglory,fave in the Crofs 
of our Lord fefus Chrifi: by whom the World 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the World* 

W E muft have fome Foundation, real or 
imagined, for thinking well of our- 
fclves and our Condition; or we muft be 
wretched. And innumerable are the Me¬ 
thods which Men take to procure the Eftcem 
of their own Minds. Too many glory in their 
Shame *: are proud of Notions and Difcourfts, 
which mifreprefent facred Truths, degrade hu¬ 
man Nature, and tend to diftolve human So¬ 
ciety ; of gratifying their Paftions, their Ap¬ 
petites, their Fancies, whatever Mifchicfs it pro¬ 
duces ; of doing what vifibly hurts, and muft 
finally ruin, their Characters, their Fortunes, 
their Healths, their Souls. Others value 
themfelves on more plaufibje, yet infufficient, 
Fretenftons: on the Luftre of an ancient Fa- 

* Phif. iii. 19. 

L 2 mily. 



14& SERMON VII. 

mily, which perhaps they difgrace; oil the 
Inheritance or Acquifition of Wealth, which 
they employ to little or no good Purpofe ; on 
Agreeablencfs of Perfon, which makes them 
vain and imprudent the fhort Time it conti¬ 
nues, and miferable when it decays; on Live- 
linefs of Wit, which either provokes Enemies* 
or invites dangerous Friends j on Depth of 
Knowledge, often faliely fo called and per¬ 
nicious, often wholly foreign to their true Bu- 
fincfs ; on Elegance of Tafte in fmaller Mat¬ 
ters, while they are contemptibly injudicious 
in the gieateft; on Pomp and Shew, which 
give a Pleafure as fleeting as it is childifh * on 
making a Figure in the idle Hurry of Amufe- 
ments, which encroaches on every valuable 
Purpofe of Life, and wears out the Spirits un¬ 
der Pretence of railing them; on the Favour 
of the Great, by whatever Arts'attained, and 
however precarious; or on. the feemingly more 
lolid PoiTeflion of Power, which it is hard to 
abftain from uflng ill, and extremely hard to 
ufe in a due Mcafure well which difobliges 
by the Exiitifc of it many more than it can 
poflibly oblige ; is accompanied with perpe¬ 
tual Fatigue and Uneaflnefs, yet with perpe¬ 
tual Envy; caufcb innumerable Vexations 

whole 
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while it lafls* and yet commonly grievous 
Regret when it is gone. 

If all thele be wrong Grounds of Self- 
complacency, how few of us have right ones! 
There are thofe, however, who profefs to buildf 
it on fomcthing more fubitantial, oil Virtue. 
But, alas! the Virtue of great N umbers confifls 
almoft wholly in fpecious Words, Honour, Be- 
ne\ olence. Good-nature, which are eithef a. 
mere Ornament of their Talk, or influence 
their Behaviour only on fome Occafions, or to 
fonie Perlbns. And the more uniformly well 
inclined towards others are often flrangdy ad¬ 
dicted to blamablc Indulgence of themfelves : 
or, however inoflenfive otherwife, are lament¬ 


ably defective in the Difcipline of the Heart, 
particularly in forming it to that deep Humi¬ 
lity, which becomes Dull and Allies. If we 
think too highly of ourfclves, we fhill be fa¬ 
tally milled: and, if we think reasonably, we 

* 

fhall experience the daily Mortification of being 
faulty, more or lefs, even in thofe Things 
for which we are applauded. Befides, our 
Virtue itfelf will frequently oblige us to do 
what others will diflike, oppofe, revenge/ Or, 
though we efcapc iuefi Evils, yet the unavoida¬ 


ble ones of Fear> S&L$Amr, Pain, Sick- 
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nefs, Death, are ufually more than enough to 
make our prefent State a pitiable, rather than a 
glorious one, if the Confcioufnefs of our own 
Re&itiide be our whole Support under them. 

Wifer Men, therefore, in their Search of 
Comfort, look beyond themfelves to God. 
And, indeed. Faith in him, provided it repre- 
fents him as a righteous Governor, obferving, 
diftinguiftring, and rccompenfmg, unfpeakably 
dignifies our Condition, and adds Importance 
to our Profpeds. But flill, our beft Obedience 
being only his Due, and paid only out of what 
we have received from him, we could neither 
boaft nor .merit, though it were perfect: and 
what his free Goodnefs would beftow on us 
even then, beyond Security from being Suffer¬ 
ers on the Whole, Reafon could never afeertain. 

Or, were the Innocent allured by it of ever 
fo great Rewards; are we innocent? Thought- 
lefs Trefumption may anfwer haftily in the 
Affirmative: but what doth the deliberate 
Voice of Confidence fay, after a faithful Scru¬ 
tiny of our pad: Actions, Words and Thoughts, 
as in the Divine Prefence ? Such and fo many 
as our Duties are, of Love, Reverence, and 
Refignation to our Maker, of Juftice, Equity, 
Goodnefs, in themumeroiis Relations of Life, 

virtuous 
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virtuous Command of our various Inclinations, 
careful Ufc and upright Government of our 
Under landings; have we been always as 
blamelefs in each of then?, as infinite Purity 
can demand of us, though We lee that no one 
round us hath ? If not, let us remember it, 
wc are Sinners, and Sin deferves Punifliment, 
Godforbid then that we JhoulJglory in our me** 
ral or religious Characters: .God grant we 
may find Mercy for our Failures in them. 

But how can Reafoft adurc us that we {lull ? 
Doth it know, what the Holinefs of his Na¬ 
ture, the Honour of his Government, the Ad¬ 
monition of other Parts of his Creation, may 
render needful ? Sorrow for what is pad can¬ 
not annihilate it: and living well for the Time 
to come, though it were not mixed, as what we 
call fo is, with perpetual Faults, no more makes 
Amends for pad Tranfgreflions, than avoiding 
to incur new Debts pays off the old. Still our 
Hearts diClate Hope. But'Hope,tfar from 
being Certainty, is not fomuch a^Pcrluaiion. 
And though Pardon were unqueftionable, fu¬ 
ture Happineis, much Ids eternal, would i.ot. 
The PoffibiKties therefore, the Probabilities of 
thefe Things, which Nature can fugged, how 
reviving foevcri compared with abfolutc De- 

L 4 fpondemy, 
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* fporidency, have to Chriftians, as the Apoftle 
fpeaks in a funilar Cafe, no Glory by Reafon of 
the Glory that excelktb b .* they fade away and 
vauiffi before his precious Promi/es c 9 who was 
delivered fir our Offences, md raffed again fir 
cur fujlijicatim 15 . 

w Here then we have fure Ground for glorying: 
not in ourfelves indeed ; for we have contri¬ 
buted nothing to this merciful Difpentation, 
beddes falling into the extrcmeft Need of it 
by our Offences: but Cbrijl Jefus is made un¬ 
to us of God , Wfiom, and Rigbtmfnefs , and 
Sanbiif cation , and Redemption, that , as it is 
written , He that glorkth , let him glory in the 
Lord c . We have only to embrace, with ac¬ 
knowledged Umvorthinefs, f the gracious Oder 
of our heavenly Father, on the equitabloGon- 
ditions annexed to it. 

But we muff embrace the Whole, not Part 
only. Multitudes profefs to rcfpe& the Gofpcl 
very highly, for its many Rational Doctrines, its 
holy and mild Precepts^ its intereffin^f Sanc¬ 
tions, its Provifxonfor inftrudtingMai^kind, the 
good Example of its Publisher, its Declarations 
of Forgivcnefs, nay perhaps ali9 for its Affu- 

»• z Cor. iii. io, * a P^t* i, 4; ' * JtoBb ir. *5, 

* l Cor, i. 39, 31, 
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ances of inward Affiftance. But of the 
Efficacy of what our Redeemer underwent to 
procure thefe Benefits, they entertain the loweft 
Conceptions; raife Difficulties on every Article 
of the great Myfttfp of Godliqejf, and explain % 
away th^ Scripture Do&rinc&f it into Nothing: 
ftrive to form a Chriffciatutyas much as poffible 
without Chrifl, and be faved, if not by their 
own Merits, however not by his* Therefore 
the Appftte in the Text lays the Strefs where 
it really lies: God forbid* that IJhould glory in 
any things Jdve in the C&oss of our Lord Jefus 
Chrifi: in his Submiffion to die upon it, not 
merely as a Confirmation of his Sincerity, 
\\ hich puts his and his Apoftles Martyrdoms 
almoft on a Level, but as a, propitiatory Offer¬ 
ing* by which, to fpeak the Language of holy 
Writ, he hath reconciled us to God, making Peace 
by the Blood of bis Croft, in the Body of bis Flejh 
through Death 1 . That he appeared on Earth to 
eftablilh true Religion there, *bore the Incon¬ 
veniences of this mortal State, endured the Con~ 
tradiclion of Sinners h , and yielded up his Life to 
their Malice, is the univerfal Belief of all 
Ch rattans 5 and whymighyiot Qod,forefeeing 

* If fit. |5. • Col. 1 10, 21, 22. 
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thefe Things from Eternity, gracioufly accept 
his condcfecnding to them for our Sakes, 
though otherwife wholly foreign to a Nature 
united to the Divine, as a Sacrifice odfered on 
our Behalf to infinite Judice: bellowing on 
the Pried and Vidlim_ the mod acceptable 
Retribution that he could pot ably receive, 
the Right of pardoning, rearming, and mak¬ 
ing eternally happy, as many as ihculd throw 
themfelvcs on the Mercy thus tendered them, 
and prove the Sincerity of their thankful 
Faith, by that of their Obedience? We are 
far from pretending to know all the Reafons 
of a Traniadtion, into which even Angels defire 
to look 4 .• y^t fiprely confide rate Minds may 
trace in it evident Footdcpsof Holinefs, Good- 
ncls, Wifdom: but at lead humble Hearts will 
rccollcdt, that the imagined FooHjlmcfs of God 
is \oifer than Men k ; and finding, as every one 
living mud on due Search, that they have no 
Caufe to glory in thcmfelves, will glory mod 
cordially in the Crfs cf fefus Cbrifl: aferibing 
to his Interecfiion their Forgivcnefs, to his 
Strength their good Actions, to his Merits their 
Reward. Net by H Irks of Rigbteoufnefs, which 
we have done, but according to bis Mercy , God 

i i Pet. i. i z. ^ h i Cor. i. *5. 
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Jhvcfb us, by the wafking of Regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Gbofi, which he Jheds on 
us abundantly through Chrift Jefus our Saviour, 
that being juftified by his Grace, we Jhould be 
made Heirs of eternal Life 1 * Blejjing, and 
Honour, and Glory , and Power, be unto him 
that fttteth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever and ever m . 

But then we cannot be -intitled to fuch 
Exultation, unlefs we are qualified as the lat¬ 
ter Part of the Text intimates. Faith indeed 
faveth us *: but that alone which worketh by 
Love 9 , to God, to our Fellow-creatures, to 
every Thing good : which cannot confift 
with a ruling Love to the Ways of an evil 
World. Therefore St. John faith. If any Man 
love the World, that is, preferably, the Love of 
the Father 9 is not in him ; and St. Paul only 
expreffes the fame Meaning a little more 
ftrongly, when he reminds us by his own 
Example, that we mull be crucified, dead to 
the World, and it to us q : we mufl fucrifice all 
inordinate Fondnefs for it to him, who facri- 
hced himfelf on the Crofs for our Salvation; 
and mortally hate whatever is wrong in it* at 
the rifque of being mortally hated by it. Still 

1 lit. iii. £, 6 , 7- * Rev. v. ij. * Eph. ii. 8 . 

*Ga!. i John ii, 15. sGaL u. 14. 
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the Comforts of Life, which God hath pro¬ 
vided for us, aret to be enjoyed with d.dy 
pi oportioned Gladnefs and Thankfulneis: the 
Suboxdinationsof Life are to be maintained, the 
common Bufinefsofitfollowed,the Prey it n.s 
and Civil: tics of it preferved, and per v^iL!. in¬ 
compliances diligently avoided. Hut, when all 
this is done, much will remain to be renounced 
and crucified For, as St .John hath cdnvmitLed 
us, we are of God, and the wb'dc IVorld, even 
what calls itfelf the Chriftian World, Uctb in 
V/icLednef T : powerfully encoui agingever) bad 
Thing, to which our Appetites and Pafiions 
‘prompt us, and many to which they do not. 

Faihion makes fonve McnMiliiorariesof In¬ 
fidelity, objectingagainft Religion, even what 
they know to be falfe: others, implicit Be¬ 
lievers in them, to Ihew their own Freedom of 
Thought; and a third Sort, utterly negligent of 
every A& of Piety, without fo much as imagin¬ 
ing they know why. F afhionable Honour urges 
Men to Demands of Satisfaction, equally wick¬ 
ed and abfurd, often for no Injury at all* Fa¬ 
shionable Diilourle abounds with Oaths and 

* 

Imprecations, and irreverent U&sof the moil 
facial Names, not left fooli&i than ^profane; 
or, it ck^r of this Fault, commonly lets the 

« 1 Tohn V, 10. ' 
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Whole of what we are concerned to believe 
and do, in a miftaken Light. Fashionable 
Extravagance confumes in Gaming* aftd 
Luxury, and idle Expences, what ought to 
provide for our Families, for the worthy and 
the poor. Fafhionabk Gratifications of the 
various Plcafures of Senle defeat the chief 
End of Man’s Being. Even more innocent 
fafhionablc Amufcments fwallow up the pre¬ 
cious Time, of which we iltbuld be frugal 
for better Purpofes. Fafhionablc Flours 
interfere with the Order of Nature, with the 
public Worfhip of God, with die regular 
Difpofition of all Sorts of Affairs. * And fa¬ 
shionable Complaifance places the vileil of hu¬ 
man Beings on the fame footing with the moll 
unexceptionable, to the dreadful Weakening of 
theeffential Diftin&ionbetween Good and Evil. 

Yet in all thefe Matters Men will follow, 
with flrange inconfideratenefs, eVen the profli¬ 
gate. But they conceive*themflIves fully 
authorized to imitate, irt every Xhing, fuch as 
common Speech calk decent and reputable : 
Titles, in fbme Ages, to be had exceeding 
cheap. In o$e Sex especially, and the other 
is copying afto it, very ftnajLRemnams even 
of moral Virtue, will, fufftce: and in the 
upper Pari of both, yet Ms 0 Religion, if 

v <C 
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any at all, is needful. Accordingly many, 
who, from Confcience, preferve fomc Forms 
of it, rather look defirous to have them 
thought mere Forms, and are wonderfully 
Ihy of uttering a Word to Ihew the con¬ 
trary : pafs off any Mention of their Regard 
to it as flightly as may be, and are content to 
let others treat it with as much Indignity as 
they will: inftead of glorying in the Crofs of 
Cbrijl y ajhamed to confefs him before Men , though 
he hath palled on that Shame lo awful a Sen¬ 
tence* ; and perfectly indifferent whether Piety 
hath the Support, which they mull know it 
wants, provided they can make an acceptable 
Figure to thofe around them; a Point about 
which they are as folicitous, as if the Apoftle 
had faid. Be ye conformed to this Worlds inftead 
of. Be ye not 1 . Perhaps the more fcrioully 
educated fcruple going at once the utmoft 
Lengths of the Mode in wrong Things : but 
are gradually familiarized to follow their 
Leaders from one Step to another, till they 
advance imperceptibly to a frightful Diftance 
from their hi ft fetting out; and it maybe at laft 
grow ambitibus of being Leaders in their Turn 
of a little World of their own, that ihall tempt 
the great one into ftill worfe Enormities. 

, Matth. x. 32,334$ Maik viii. 38. Lutaix. *6. xii. 8 , 9. 

* Rom. xii. 2. 
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Through the Whole of this giddy Pro- 
grefs, innumerable Attentions, and incredibly 
earneft ones, to moil infignificant Matters, 
fill their Hearts, and expell or deaden every 
devout and virtuous Feeling: If they find 
Leifure to refled: on their Condud, it is 
chiefly to invent Excufes and Palliations: if 
they ftill go to Church, it is without Defire 
of improving there: nay, if they Hill pray in 
private, which probably few of them con¬ 
tinue long, it is little more than repeat¬ 
ing, thoughtlefsly a few good Words: and 
thus, by Degrees, they come to have no real 
A fled ion or Veneration for their Creator, 
their Redeemer, their Sandifier, no penitent 
Senfe of their own Imperfedions or Tranf- 
greffions, no pradical or Ready Perfuafion of 
future Rccompences; but form their whole , 
Manner of talking and judging, as if the pre- 
fen t State were all: are extremely eager about 
their worldly Interefls and * Pleafures, but 
equally unconcerned about the Rightnefs of 
their Difpofitions: will on no Account be 
abfent from a Meeting for Bufinefs which 
they have at Heart, or a gay Aflembly to 
which they are invited, let their Health or 
what will fuffer j but negled the appointed 
Seafons of Divine Worfliip, on the pooreft 

Pretences, 
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Pretences, or without any: crowd Bufmefsv 
Journeys, Diveriions, into the moft facred 
Seafons, contrary to the excellent Ends of 
their Jnflitution, contrary to all Law, and all 
Shame; but would think their Reputations 
undone by going to the IToufe of God at 
any unuliial Time, or even making, with 
Serionfncls, a moment : 1 »y Acknowledgement 
to him over their U.Sh { bod : confult neither 

ml 

Scripture nor Realm to dill over their Duty; 
but make the artfullefl Ufa of either, to 
Luce againil what they are unwilling to own 
for inch; or, if Need be, avowedly prefer 
the Opinion and Practice of the World to 
both ; difdainful Rebels agaiuft Heaven, but 
mean-fpirked Slaves to the} learcc know 
whom. 

Yet moft of them tel. rate, and perhaps ap¬ 
prove, feme Appc.iivme a -1 f Religion, especially 
in lornc Per ions; but ib ipce r any great Reality 
of it, as a Degree of Madncls: have the iitmoit 
Tctrors of leein;r this poor Land over-run 
with Emhuliaiin and Superftition; but not the 
foul Vil Dread ef Prolnnencfs and Profligate- 
nets: are Star lien at any new Declarations of 
Autho; Itv aghnit either, but comforted by the 
Hope, that they will prove ineffectual, and all 
go on as it did: read alnioft any Thing written 

to 
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to depreciate ChVMKanity and rel|x moral 
Virtue, but.almoft Nothings in Favour of 
them; are very cautious. of meddling With 
Treaty of Piety, however judic bully com- 
pofed, fefFcar of turning thdr Heads, but 4 
devour ever io many idle and even hftivious 
Booksy .without the ball Appreheniion of 
coiruptihg their Ilea ts: allow them&lves 
to be much more t pen five in. the vain-glo¬ 
rious biiplay of private Magnificence, or 
towards the Support of Entertainments called 
polite, though neither of good Tendency ncr 
good Tafte, than liberal to the trued Cha¬ 
rities : or* how bountiful foever to the tem¬ 
poral Dift relies of their Brethren, have no 
Compaffioa at ail lor their'Ip:ritual Wants: 
nay, perhaps, have m dc fornul Rtfolujions 
of giving nothing to luUi and ftt h pious 
Ufes, agaitift whica », e pi own cudomiry to 
inveigh, and hear no An Aver. * * 

Yet many of them had originally no Relilh 
for this* Turn of thinking and adling: indeed 
ft ill rather affeift to fetfm, thaifrcallykre, happy 
in its aayjpoflibly feel tormenting Doubts from 
Time to Tlme,#iow it will end. Cut the*fa they 
are Vaught lb ccftifider as mere Fit *> o f Cj loom - 
ineft, ^whbfi ^th£y mu ft difiipau* by every 
itththJhl A$00#ihh thby^an invent, and It a-n 
vVo*.. U M 


to 
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to defpifc themftlves for ever trying been is* 
fo ft range a State of Mind, and fc unfuitable 
to living in good Company, 0 $> if Re¬ 
flexion will, notwithftanding, be troublefome. 
Arguments muft be fought for to quiet it. 
And accordingly they do argue, that Mens 
Stations, Connexions, and Spirits require 
fame Relaxation, and they muft take fuch as 
they can get, amongft thofe with whom it 
is to be had. But arc they grieved or rejoiced 
at this pleaded Obligation ? Do they ftop at 
the Quantity or the Kinds that are really 
needful, or go beyond them at Pleafure ? Are 
they growing better or worfe all the While ? 
Are they fttting good Examples or bad ? Surely 
thefe are material Queftions. Vet they make 
a Shift either to feel or to acknowledge no¬ 
thing of their Force* but whatever they like 
to jpin in, peremptorily infill, that it is 
harmlels, ufeful, ncceffitry, juft what they 
pleafe: yet reserving a Liberty, when once 
it lofts Credit, to cenfore it as abfurd and 
wrong every Way, and be full as" fond of 
fomething elfe, that deftrves it as little, with¬ 
out confeffing the kaft Inconstancy* 

For, with the World On their Side, they ^ome 
at Length, in (lead of apologizing for them- 
ftlves, to a flume a fevereign Authority over 

others; 
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others’* 5 <$q&Rrte their Obje&io'ns with barely 
& contemptuous Laugh or Look, or by fix 4 n|j 
on them any Infante in Vogue, that denotes 
Precifisnefs; attack and pCrfecute the moil 
fHeqt J^dhconformifti to their Notion, and 
haughtily overbear lb that iland in their Way. 

as worfhip diciame Idol ivith them, be 
their Ch&feders ever to doubtful, mult not 
be fufpe&ed; be they' everlb -notOriouily Cri¬ 
minal, muA not be condemned; or Counted 
unfit for their familiar Acquaintance, or even 
plreicul&r Priend&ip, let the Coiifequenccs, 
private or public, be what they may. The 
pert Ittdkulers of Religion and Virtue are to 
be allowed abundance of Wit in the {illicit 
and grof&ft Things they utter: and the moil 
hard-hearted Libertines mull be held to have 
true Good-nature, becaule they have fuperficial 
Gaiety. If they ruin themfelves by their V ices, 
they are only to be pitted: if others allb, they 
are to be excufcd to the very u&nolt* it is well If 

not looked on as the more confidorable. Hut 

* * 

Men who have always been regularly virtuous 
are to bfe regarded as Objects ofDerifion. And 
Rich as their Virtue in Ward Religion, 
reg&!&c th« 3 r *Condu<3: by it r abllain from 
Things on* Account bf it, appear to take Pka- 
fure in its Do&rfn&s, ills Ordinances, its Pro- 

M 2 Pro- 
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mifes, and give any Tokens of what tad Text 
calls glorying in the Crdfs of are to 

hope from this Quarts for*a* very fhiall&hai*e 
of the charitable Candour, which is lavished 
fo profufcly on others. * Their* Sincerity 1 , 
their Understanding, is to be ftrongty ques¬ 
tioned : their good Difpofttions and Anions 
denied, or pafled over in Silence, orfcornftilly 
undervalued: ridiculous and dangerous Sin¬ 
gularities to be imputed to them, on the 
weakeft Evidence, or none; and if ever they 
fall into any filch, they are to be aggravated 
beyond Truth or Credibility; and no Plda 
wliatever to be admitted in their Favour. So 
very far are too many from anfweritig .the 
PlalmiiEs Defcriptioh of the Man who jkall 
dwell in God's bt>fy Hill, that in bit Syes a vile 
Perfin it contemned* hit be bomuretb them tint 
fear the hord*. « 

Even an Infidel, were he to fpeak hone illy, 
would tell fuet£ thit they are no €hd^ko£. 
Yet, perhaps, they Would be very engrj^lfrith 
any one but 'an "Infidel for laying ftv end in 
Reality are by no Means Ud!M%ve&.‘ Bui 
why theri w$H they j^tbeCOrt^Coi^ f If 
‘ the G<*4»el Chrift ide’fer^ aoy^RegaM at 

all, it dekrves a thorough Regard: it 

• Ala?. 1.4. 


is 
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is Nothing, or it is the moft important of all 
Things. ‘And* they who profcfs it, yet feldom 
think of it, Who are influenced by it, if at’ all, 
to fcattfd more than a little 'outward Shew, and 
flight and icorn the Frame of Mind* which it 
was intended to create in them, Uttar bad it 
been for them, rnilefe they amend, never to 
baik known it*. All Sorts of Perfon*j are 
concern^ beyond Expreflion- to recoiled this 
often: but two Sorts*beyond the reft.* If 
you of the upper Part of the World, who 
have moft to be thankful and moft to be 
smfwerable for, infte&d of being exemplary in 
ferving God, arc remarkable fop negieCung his 
Worship and his Laws * not only the Ingrati¬ 
tude, but the Pernicioufneft of your Behaviour, 
\dll greatly iocreafe your Pumftiment. And 
if we of the Clergy, who'teach others by our 
Exhortation s to Jet their Ajjeftton on'lbmgs 
above, not on Things on the ftartS*, teach them 
the Reverfc by out Pri&ite: nuke it our 
Study to squire Applaufe, or,*Wealth, or 
Power, or Rank, to <partaltfc of Ahrufements 
and Diverflons in the poor low 'Degree that 
for Slfadid we$f#ft*„or ehjpy oUrfefve$in feme 

Indolctfee £ to do 
any Hmgf in fbot&.but labour diligently m 

a g Pet, & 21. * Cel in. 2. 

M3 


God’s 
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God’s Vineyard from firft to feft fcr the {^od 
of Souls i we thali receives. double Condemn 
nation. And they who pgtromgsc any foch 
of us, will {hare deeply in our Guilt. 

It is xlot Rigour that di&atcs any of theft 
Affertiona to me. It was not Aoderjty, but 
the tendered Compafiion, that moved St. Paul 
*to fay, Fir many walk, of whom I have told 
you often, and now tell you men weeping, that 
they are the Enemies of the Croft of Chrift, whet 
mind earthly Things*; not always deiigned 
Enemies, but real ones however. Out Sa¬ 
viour hath told us. He that is not with me, is 
againft me 7 * And they that will be with him 
tq Effect, muffc be with him heartily, openly, 
and uniformly. We may have Qualities Very 
amiable, and do Actions very laudable in the 
Education of Men, and yet our Hearts be far, 
from right in the Sight of' God** He requires, 
as well be may, that'we ihpuld confidcr our- 
felves principally as (features, as Sinners, 
as favour^ w *th Gdfers of Mercy, and of 
Grace, as boupd to iheftherfyi gightepuflya md . 
godly, looking for the bf$ed Hope qf Ms glo¬ 
rious Appearance** Howeye^the Preference,* 
which the World gwe* different, 

x Phil. in. iS, 19. rM l$$. jo. bAsstif. 

, A&» vui. zt* * Tit* Jf. 19. 


- Matters, 
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Matters, may buoy us up now in overlooking 
thefe, it will be no Protection to us, when the 
Dead, finall and great, foall fiend before God'* 
And however infipid or insupportable a Life 
may appear to Some, which is to be humbly 
fpent in regulating their Defires, doing their 
Duty, and expe&ing their Reward j they will 
find upon Trial, that every other Scheme pro¬ 
duces mifctable DHappointments; and this, as 
much Happinefs as our prefent State is capable 
of. Length of Days, e$riy Circumftances, ge¬ 
neral Efteem, domeftic Tranquillity, national 
good Order and Strength, are the fmaller Ad¬ 
vantages that ufuaUyattend pra&iiingthe Rules 
of Religion: but the fconftant ones, the calm 
Peace and joyful Profpe&s of all whofe Minds 
are duly affected by the genuine Principles of 
it, theft are Bleffings inexpressibly great. 

You are not exhorted to begin a newCourfe 
of Life, and retain your old InHinattans * making 
yourfelvcs uneafy, without making yourfelves 
better: buttoacquirefuch Sentiments,that you 
may delight in allycta do. The vigorous Ex- 
crcife of good Senfc will contribute not a little 
to this defirahk fdr,indccd, the Ways of 
the World aj* often fete to it. 

v * %**> JOS >|. 

M '4 


But 
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B it the fundamental Rule is/ Jhearrt a juft 
Vahic for the Crofb of ChriR, fbr the Pity he 
hath fhewa, the Pardon he batlr purchafed, 
the Felicity he hath provided for you * and you 
will foon come to love the Reftraints and Qb* 
fervances which he hath appointed, to look 
wlh Indifference, or fometimts with Difgtifl 
and Abhottcnce, on what you have hitherto 
admired, and find the Degree of your Satis¬ 
factions unfpcakably*increafed, by changing 
the Nature of them from trifling, difgraceful, 
and noxious, to rational, noble and beneficent. 
Still Difficulties there will be, and to fome 
Pci Tons peculiar ones, in breaking fettled 
Habits, and diflblving the Ties by which you 
hare been long held. But God will give you 
both Courage and Prudence, to make it 
c*’ikr than you think* Though you will do 
what is right with Stadinefs,, yet you will 
do it without Qflentition, and with chearful 
Goodihumour? fpeak mildly of others, and 
keep on a$ good Terms with r all Men as you 
fafely jean. Birt, if you are too felicitous 
to pkafe them, you will gradually Hide 
back,* and lorget* op Thou&ada have done 
to their eternal f Rtd#, yoiir former Con* 
visions. Therefore, whenever you feel any, 
futfer than not to die away through Inat¬ 
tention, 
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tcntioa, or bo chocked by Cares andJPleafurcs, 
or blaftcd by, the Breath of Scoffers: but 
imprefs them eta your Souls immcdiajeiy 
and frequently, form Itefoludons correfpo^d*- 
Jin g to them* and confirm tfcefe by reading 
gopd Books, by the Convention and Coun¬ 
tenance of good Feifons, .by Attendance on 
God's public Ordinances * but efpecially by 
fervent private Player, faited to your fpiritual 
Condition. With this, out of Weakncfs you 
will be made Jlrotig*; and without this, the 
feemingly firmest human Purpofes* tliuik 
as highly of them as you will, can never be 
efietuul. For Cod rejijieth the proud , but 

givetb Grace to the humble d . 

* 

* Hcb. xi» 34. 4 Jk»% iy* 6 . 1 v. 3. 
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Col. $1L i, 2. 

If ye then he rtftn with Cbrift,feek thofi Things 
which are above, where Cbrijt JHteth on riot, 
right Hand of God\ 

Set yourAffeftion m Tbifiifes above, not on Things 
on the Earth . 

T HIS Day we are met to celebrate the 
yearly Memorial of our bleffed Lord’s 
riling from the Dead. Now the genuine Me* 
thod of paying Honour to every Article of our 
Creed is allowing it the proper Influence on 
our Hearts and Lives. Chrift’s Refurre&ion 
is vain with Re£pe& to us* untefs we be raifed 
by it |o the Faith of a better World; and the 
firmed; Faith of that is vain alfo, unlefs it ex* 
cite us to Iqve and feek the Things whtfh are 
above . This Railage of St* Paul therefore is 
juftly made one principal Part of our Eafter 
Dafo Service; and the Degree of our pra&ical 
Regard to k will be the true Meafure of our 

Improve- 
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Improvement by the Difcipline ijf the f»ft 
8cd{<bn, and of God V Acceptance of our Cele¬ 
bration of the prefent. That each of thefe 
then may be fuch, as we are concerned beyond 
Expreffion that it should, I (ball lay before you 
the chief Motives to a due Regulation of our 
Defires and Behaviour, in Relation to earthly 
and heavenly Objedls, which Motives arife 
from considering ourfelves* 

I. As rational Beings; 

II. As Believers in God: 

IIL As Difciples of Chrifl; on which UR 
Point I Shall enlarge the moft, as it deferves. 

T- Let us oonfidcr ourfelves merely as ra¬ 
tional Beings, who are to live for a While on 
Earth; and fttppofi, that we had no farther 
Profpcd. Then indeed we could not jet our 
jtij'eftiws on Things above;'but ftill wc might 
fet them a great deal too much on Things be¬ 
low. For, if our Attachments to worldly Ob- 
je<fts*be ftrnng, Wc fiia^ frequently, either pur- 
fue what is hurtful, or be miferabk that we 
dare not purfue* it, or enraged athdng crofled 
in our Dcfigns, Or* dejected*#!* finding final! 
Happinefs in our Attainment#: , which indeed 
are incapable of yiddingmbefe The flights 
of Scnfe arcdeftro&vW tabed imlulgedfc^'Ex- 

qds: 
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eeft: and tow atid inconfiderable, when con* 
du&ed with Moderation* Wealth and Power 
and Rank ate acquire^ with much Difficulty, 
attended with much Anxiety, and foon become 
familiar andtaftekfi. Fondncfs for gay Amuic- 
inents rather makes Men uneafy when they 
are without them, than gives any mighty Plea-* 
fure in the Midft of them: and, unlds they 
manage with uncommon Prudence, waftes their 
Fortunes, wears out their Spirits, hurts their 
Character's, expofes them to Contempt. In¬ 
deed we cannot help on Reflexion contemning 
ourfetm, for letting our Hearts on any of thefe 
Gratifications, to the Negleft of Matter&jfriflhly 
worthier. But if we follow them to the Lofs 
of our Innocence, which generally happens 
when we follow them cameftly, then we have 
Caufe to hate ourfdves too, for tranfgrefiing 
the Dilates of that inward Principle, which 
we feel ought to tule us, and which reward* 
us, when obeyed, with that pkafing Confoi- 
oufhdfs pf having a£fod welt which is the 
trueft S*tisfit<5tfon we can thfte, "'though all 

Were to end at DfcatW But f even from this 

**■ 

without fln Aidmf Religion, we 
hut Btfkfc Our Failures 
ahd in'Virtue rouH: be daily 

mortified: our fighteft and kindeft Behaviour 
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will often have ill Returns made to it: they 
whom we love with t)te itioft dcferved Affec¬ 
tion, may be mifferable, or may lie hatched 
from us: and if not, we mull! very foOn leave, 
them, and whatever we value. In fuch Cir- 
cumfhmces, Difengagement is evidently the 
only Way of fecuiing any Comfort. It will 
indeed, at the fame Time, render our Condi¬ 
tion flat and inflpld: but we can aim at no¬ 
thing better from the Things of this Wojld, 
without meeting with fometHing worfe: and 
if we are not contented with fuch a State, (as 
in Truth how can we ?) oUr foie Remedy k to 
look beyond it: and confider ourfelvcs, 

II. Not merely as happening to be Inhabi¬ 
tants of the Dull of Earth for a few Years, 
we know not how or why, but as created by 
the Power, and placed under the Authority 
and Protedfcbn, of a perfectly wife, and holy, 
and good Being, who hath made us capable of 
knowing and honouring, ahd therefore doubt- 
lefs originally ofimitating and obeying Mm. 
On this farther View of Things it wifl plainly 
appear, {hat the Prlncip& df Cbnfctence, 
Which diherwife might often' ferve only to 
perplex and difigotet Mcniis dkl*w of Cod 
written* in thetr^Soulo; and that 

* ' yielding 


m 
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1 * 
yielding to it will always end well: generally 

in this World, but certainly in another; for 
which human Nature was evidently framed. 
Here then the Didindion between Things 
above and things on Earth begins to open, the 
Connexion of Virtue with Happinefs becomes 
manifed; and excites us to defpife the poor 
ihort-lived Advantages "that little Minds are 
fond of; to efteem and pradife what is right, 
be it ever fo difficult, or eyer fo unfalhionable, 
and devote our in tire Exigence to the adorable 
Author of it. The principal Objed, beyond 
Comparifon, of one who believes in God, 
mud furcly be God himfelf: and our Reve¬ 
rence and Love, our Dependence and Truft, 
are fo to be placed on him, as on nothing elfe 
in his whole Creation. But, above all, Ihould 
thefe AfFedfons be exerted towards him in Re- 
fped of that future Recompence which we 
hope to receive from him. And arc greatly 
deficient in Prudence, as well as Gratitude, if 
we make not that Expedition the Support and 
the Delight*of our Lives. But then the Tem¬ 
per of Heaven mud be formed in us here, or 
we can never enjpy it hereafter: and therefore, 
if we would fix our Hearten any Tbfog above 
to good £ttrppfe* we mud fix them on refem- 
bling him who dwells there, in Purity and be¬ 
nevolent 
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Pfct f fed^im^'Vet^-' ' &v& fo hajrtfllefs ' 

-id^^ofe-ar&taaid as, m&ft 1>e ''j^riiddas td-otir- 
Iclvcs ; ftmdqM$*ovir Minds either grdfeSiid 
fbilftal, or 5 tMihg and vaiil; unfit forthC l£h- 
joy merit of fpiritual Blifs. Ercfejjr Believir 
then, were it offiy df fo much as N&lu'rd 
teaches* muft think it his 
cheriih religious Sentiments. And though 
he &■&£ Uncertain of the Truth of His Belief 
y6t;iii a Cafddffuch infinite Importance, there 
coufd he no DouBt of his Obligation to chufc 
S^e r , v ';/B%,' Without farther Guid- 
^%1S^iKlte^rd'!n^t uodfcf dSat’Neeeffity* 
Irfe mdft’ld;^j^'to;bthef $* anS'Very M|rm- 

-'■ — - *'■ ■~ 1 L ■ • -r 4 ■• ■ 1 r 
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wir.Pdvi^ totp^felws 

have ^or.m : uch .&^l^Kj^ that the^apNSj^t 
yet>,ho^^, are^fiiy^fte,; 

‘ make . 

Mai's : ‘ better* ’$*$»; -vvrortg one$ 

fe£ 5Jinking 

BorccW'^jpor 3;istti|grefHta^, with-. 
his - Mte|cf Hhitherto,' * $|4y 
ft he*e^$ stxfeift be * 4$. 
Duty and fhe^jhrdfc eym^df thiofe vpho have 
nO* oth$g ; Light' 1 th$&: their. pwii JJhderft?fnd«- 
i^ps;pan afford them*- B&t iKll the Qbfcu- 
nigr of their Prpfpe<ft muft dimimfh 

both their Confohtioa fi*Mla it, and its good 
Igflolnce »p^n and;hi|^jnj'wifh' dread¬ 
ful Terrors from f|% e ,<**d 'fen 
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sermon 


For, having purchafed for u$ Life by his 
Death, he hath given us Aiferance of it by his 
Refurrection, and. In Effe#, raifcd up us at 
the fame Time with himfclf.. If then we be 
thus rifen with Chrijt, where jkall our Hearts 
be, but where our Treafure is*: fixed on 
him, whofe Companion, planned'the Scheme 
of our Salvation; on him whofe Love exe¬ 
cuted it ; on him whofe, Grace enables us to 
fhare in it; on that Kingdom of Glory, in 
which we lhall reign after Death;. on thofe 
heavenly Doctrines and Precepts, by which 
wc are to^prepare ourfelves for it in thq. mean 
While? That we walk not by Sight, but*by 
Faith" ; that we labour not for the Meat that 
perijheth , blit for that which endurelh to eternal 
Life ‘; that we love not t^e World, neither the 
Things that are in the World but have our 
C carver fat loti in Heaven', as Fellow-citizens of 
the Saints, and Members if the Hpujhold of Qod { . 

There is a Eolfibikty indeed of taking inch 

Exhortations in too it riot a Senfe, for Want of 
* . - . 
obierving, that«Rules, which we are apt to 

negle£haitd explain away, muil be exprehed in 

very itrong Turns tq prevent this; and that 


» Matth. vi. 2 t. Cuke jfii, 3 f, 
c John \ i« z". s 

► thtl. ill* ao. 


u 2 Cor. w". 7. 

4 1 John ii. »5, 

1 Eph. ii, 19. 

often 
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often ill Scripture, when onef Thing is com¬ 
manded* and anotherYeemingly prohibited, the 
Prohibition is not intended to be abfolute, but 
comparative: as in the known Inftance, I tar// 
have Mfrjy* and not Sacrifice*: when yet Sav« 
crificing was both lawful and injoined; but 
dill to be'looked oil as forbidden, if it came in 
Com|*et&ioii with a Precept of more Impor¬ 
tance. ’Thus then we are to interpret thfe 
Dire&fon of withdrawing our Hearts from 
this Earth* '<Not that Wt fhould lay afide the 
common Adairs of Life, ♦ in order to fpend 
our whole Time in Devotion 1 Diligence in 
thefe^Aftafrs Is one great Duty of our hea¬ 
venly 'tatting*. Not that we are reftrained 
from ufing the good Creatures of God with 
Pleafute: for hfc hath Created them to he received 
with ^thankfgiving *, ahd given us richly all 
t fhmgsr to enjoy*. * Not that we are to confine 
ourfelves to mere Neceflaries; for undeter¬ 
minable Scruples Would arife, what are Ne- 
ceflaries; and as Heaven hath provided us 
more, it would be only Pervetfenefs, or Weak- 
nefs, to refufc taking it. Not that Indudry to 
raife and better our worldly Condition 1$ blame- 
able y fora Bleffing from above is prorrtlfed to 

« Hot. vi. 6 . Matth. ix. ij.xii. 7. * fc Hcb. iii. 1. 

1 1 Tim, iv. 3. * 1 Tim. 1 i. 17. 

N z Inch 
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fuch Induftry. Nbt that we are to Jive 5 ft * 
perpetual Flight* becaofe it is doubtful, how 
far precifdy we may gratify our natural De¬ 
fires in this Thing or that: for we ferve a gm- 
riouj Mailer, who means that we fhould be 
always chcarful and eafy 5 ft his Service, ib 
long as to the beft of our Judgements we are 
faithful in it. Not that we are to think even 
the gayer Accompaniments of Life {inful: 
but rather chufe to make Virtue and Piety 
moic amiable by them; provided it be only 
Virtue and Piety that we adorn with them. 
Not that we are bound altogether to decline 
Airtufemcnts and piverfions, in which others 
are immoderate* unlefs Example to them, or 
Danger to ouflelves, requires it: for their 
Abufe doth not of Neceflity make our Ufe 
of them unlawful* per poffibly fometimes 
unexpedienfi. Not that We are to meafure 
the Degree of our Goodneft tgic that of our 
i Aufterities and Abfttftences: for, if I may 
make a fmall Change in the Apofile’s Words, 
neither if we cat mt f art fee ike father; nor if 
wr eat, are,we ike wyrfe 1 * , The Kingdom of 
ihd h ugt Mi at pkd kufKig^ttmfnsfs 

and Peace and fey in the Bqfy, (qhoji* 1 , , Much 
lei- or? we t^^enfttre Perfofts’of a ftt^$cha- 

. * x Cor. % ill 8. ■ n«o* xfr* ti. 

• % 

' viour: 
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viour: for confcientious W4tch&l$ef& is very 
confident with an unconftrsdned Appearance \ 
and though John th8 Baptift, ah excellent 
Man, was rigid and flridtj yet our bleflbd 
Lord, ifctich the fuperiftr Chatafter, came eat¬ 
ing mi drinking, and 'co&ver&d'familiarly, as 
a Friend," Hoith Publicans and Sinners 1 ", 

Again: in like partner we are to internet 
the Direction of fitting our AffeEHons on ^Things 
abm)e. Not that we imiil keep, or ftifive io 
keep, ohr Thought*, as intent ttpor* them 
continually, as we poffiblv can i for neither 
our Condition '"here, "fiov indfeed our Frame, 
will bear it j which wants daily Relaxation 
as much as tfigHtly R£/V; and without it, our 
Spirits will ftfe overcome/ our Health im¬ 
paired, oiir Temper fcured ; and, by Confe- 
quence, more Gfeund loft ift our Way to 
Heaven than we hdpfe& tocsin. * Not that 
we ihould doubt of 1 our fpmttmi State, if tb? 
Movements of our Sodls *towafd$ <jfcdJ and 
ohr Delight in the Contemplation of 
Happinefs,b<^ attendedInit HttfcWarmth 
and Paflion $ for, though ftrongf religious 
Feelings ahr perfe#ly ralkmalj^fed Extreme ly 
defircahle, yet fom£ Temper^ate m<We<| "but 
weakly by any Things and v,hat i$ pitefent, 

■ Mattb. xl 1$. Lake \ii. 34., 

N 3 and 
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and flrikes our Senfes, will, on the Whole# 
agitate moll, if not all, of us more, than what 
is didant and fpirituaL Still, if under thefe 
Disadvantages, we fo love God as to keep bis 
Commandments*, from reverent and thankful 
Motives of Duty to him, we give him that 
Proof of our Attachment, which he re¬ 
quires. Without this, the molt fervent 
Affe&ions wdl be unavailable: and with this, 
the calmed:, which .are f often the trued and 
mod pei fevering, wdl he accepted. Nor, 
ladly, aie Men to dcfpair on finding, that 
Regard to a better World is not only, as an 
inward Sentiment, much cooler, but, as a 
Principle of Action, much fainter than they 
have Calife to wiffy; and the Wot kings of 
earthly Defires in their Bieads powerful and 
vehement, per if the Vi dory be obtained, 
the Reward flalljJbe in Proportion to the Toil 
of the Combat. And though it be not a 
complete Viddry, yet if it be a real one, God 
may enable us to go on jrotn Strength to 
Strength*) till wc are in all ‘things more than 
Conquer ors f * Or, at the v* f aikngs, tliat 

Will dunimfl^ our Recompense, may by no 
Means forfeit it. 

« 

* l John v. # F&t Ixuiit p . I Jftoo. vifi* yj, •* 

But 
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But though a few, who are worthy of the 
utmofl Regard, have fo*peculiar a Serioufuefs 
and Tendcrncfs of Spul, that /hewing thrnt 
how gentle and mild in Reality the fecmingly 
fevere Doctrines of Scripture are, is requl* 
fite, both to fecure tlicir Peace and dire& their 
Conduct: yet the general Propensity is much 
on the other Side; and there is moil Need 

4 

to fear, that when once the Precepts on this 
Head have been acknowledged to fignify nor¬ 
thing impracticable or extreme, they will 
foon be overlooked, as if they fignifted fcarce 
any Thing at all. Now, it is polliblc to de¬ 
ceive ourfelve$ with almoR whatever Imagi¬ 
nation we will: but fnrely it is not eafy to 
think That a flight Duty, of which'the Word 
of God fpeaks in fuch Terms as you luve 
already heard ; in fuch Declarations as that 
of St. Johit K Tf any Man lave the Warld> the 
Love of the Father* is ml in 'him* - 9 in fuch 
Parables as that of the rich •Man, who, not 
indeed merely for enjoying fhi$ Life, but for 
taking it as his Portion, and*looking r.o far?- 
ther, was irrcveffibly dbomedto the Place of 
Torment*. We may very allowably, in our 
Paflage. through the prefent World,'both feel a 
Complacency in the Agrecabtentfs of the Road, 

* *i John ii, 15. * Luke s;i. 19, Ac. 

* n + 
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and endeavour to procure good Accommoda¬ 
tions upon it: nay, by, moderate Attentions of 
this Kind, prudently conducted, we may; qua¬ 
lify ourielves .the better, both tor the Bufinefs 
allotted us duringfOur Journey, and the Em¬ 
ployment for whicltf we are defigned at the 
Conclufion of it. But if we turn afide into 

f 

every flowery Path, and engage in every Pur- 
luit that Inclination fuggefts: if we forget 
we are Travellers, conlider our Inns as Places 
of Abode, and adopt the LantLgf our Pilgri¬ 
mage for our Country: what ihali we anfwer 
at the laft to him, who hath tent us hither 
to do his Work; limited the*Time for it; 
and given us the fulleft Warning, that our 
future Condition depends on our. prefent In- 
duftry or Negligence ? 

Let us refle&, therefore, whilfl it may avail 
us, in what Manner we are going on. The 
Bulk of Mankind, it is neceffary, fhould fpend 
their Days in worldly Labours. But then it is 
equally neceflary, that thefe fhauld be under¬ 
taken from a Principle of Religion, conducted 
luitably to the Laws of Religion, .and accom¬ 
panied with the Pra&ice of religious Duties, 
public and private. They v#ho plead Want of 
Leifure Jor Devotiop, can always find enough 
for Follies and Sins. They who plead Want of 

* f Capacity 
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Capacity or Inftrudtion, have, the mctineft of 
them, been taught and learnt the indifpenfablc 
Rules of Life: to believe in their Creator, their 
Redeemer, their Sandlifier j to behave virtu- 
oufly, love Mankind, and honour God: doing 
which, they may offer up to him a Life of the 
Joweft Occupations in furc Faith of his Ac¬ 
ceptance. And if fo much Regard to Thiftgi, 
above be juftly required even of tht'fe; what 
will be the Cafe of their Superiors, who volun¬ 
tarily plunge themfclves 4i> detp, eirhei in 
Cares or Pleafures, that he who made them 
is not in all tbtir 'Thoughts'; or, if they eanrupt 
lielp fometimes remembering him, is indo¬ 
lently forgotten again, or ftudioully driven 
out ? Jt is very true, Bufincfs mud be attended, 
but always in Subordination to the one Thing 
needful. Recreations muft be allowed ; hut 
not fo as to become die great End of oui Be¬ 
ing. What Proportion then do our Employ¬ 
ments of real Confcqucnce Bear to pur trilling 
ones: and what Share, even,of our feiiaps 
Hours, do we give to God* to Improvement 
in Virtue, to the Contemplation of our Litter 
End, to the Hope of Immortality ? Too pro¬ 
bably; much may be wanting to lit many of 
for our final Recount. And how joy fully fo - 

* H. x. 4* k 

* ever 
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ever they who are conlcious of their Title to 


Heaven, may partake of the innocent Delights 
of Earth : yet it is dreadful to fee thofe, who 
mull know, if they would reflect, their Guilt 
to be unforgiven, and whofe Sentence, what¬ 
ever they imagine, is pofllbly juft ready to fall 
upon their Heads, running round in a Circle of 
though tic Is Gaieties, in ft cad of a]-plying with 
penitent Humility for Pardon and Grace- 
Hut, indeed, were the Goodnefs offuch exa- 
jvdi.cd, as are conceived by others and them- 
ielves to have a great deal, would it not prove 
to be folely or chiefly relative this World ? 
We do JuUiee and. fpcak Truth ; but is it from 
any better Motive than Reputation or Conve¬ 
nience ? We pity and lelieve th£ lick and poor: 
hut have we a likt-Concern for the spiritual 
Wants of Men r V/e are chafte and temperate 
perhaps: hut is it becaufe the pure in Heart' 

•i ~ 

jhallfet or to avoid Expence, and Dif- 

caic, and Diffract ? Our very Scnfe of Duty, 
js if oi Duty to the Author of our Beings ; or 
do we not conlkler more, what we owe to 
ourlelves, or other Men, than what we owe to 
him r Our Obligations to our Fellow-crea¬ 
tures wc acknowledge frequently / bu% except 
it b$in a conrmdn‘ Phrale, that comes now 


Muuh. v. 3. 


* 


v and 
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and then, out of our Mouths without attend¬ 
ing to it; when do we cxprc&any Thankful- 
ncfs, any Subjedlion, any Relation at all, to 
the Giver of every good Gift ? Or, if we have 
Sentiments of this Kind now and then, are 
they vigorous, or arc they languid ? We be- 
flow,,-it may be freely, our Money, our Time, 
our Pains, to gratify our Fancies, or promote 
our Interefls, or feryp our Friends: what Share 
of thefc do we employ to fupport the Caufe of 
Religion, to advance the Divine Honour? 
Temporal Dilappointments fill u$ with the 
deepefl Sorrow: but do even Tranfgrefiions, 
ancf efpecially do Failings and I m perfections 
iii Chriflian Virtues, afFedt us in any Degree 
approaching to it ? And would not a conii- 
derable Solicitude on fuch an Account appear 
to lome of us, who are far from thinking ihcm- 
fcjves void of Religion, rather an Evidence of 
a difordered Mind, than a well-grounded Con¬ 
cern ? Frol pedis of temporal Advantage date 
us with the highelt Joy: do we experience 
equal Satisfa&ion, though \ve ought to expe- 
r$f|ce much greater, from the Hopes of eternal 
Bleflednefis ? We are ufua^ly vw ambitious of 
makings goqd a Figure as >14 poliibly can 
i$ pur pxefqpt State: what Defire do we Ihew 
of obtaining an honourably Dillindtion in the 
' ' next ? 
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nc.\t ' Iiiftcad of this, we icem careful to e&- 
elude all Reflexion oil future ExiflfcnCc. 
When we Ipeak of the Death bf an Acquaint- 
ante, when we put the Snppofition of our 
own, how commonly do we confidef it, as If 
Nothing whatever were to follow after, and 
Jtow feitlom as an Introduction to an infinitely 
more important Life! Ah, we not Indeed, 
f me how or other, aflianJId to mention, as If 
il w ere improper, our Faith in a Judgment lo 
tnir\, as a Reaion again ft Sin, a Motive to 
JVaneft, a Support under Affii&ion; or to 
acknowledge outfelves influence^ by it in any 
one Article of Conduct ? Or, if we do admit 
another State to fuggeft Jtftlf to us, perhaps we 
ihnk more of Hell with ILviih. Terror, than 
of 1 It .wen with filial Gratitude, Nay, even 
when we think of Heaven, too commonly, if 
the Truth were known, we have extremely 
1, int WilhwS for it, or Inclinations towards it, 
\vt,‘ we can' neither attain it, nor enjoy it, 
without loving it: and to love it in Deed, we 
muft love Purity and Benevolence, the Cog|* 
pany of good Men, the Worship of God: love 
to celebrate t|$ Pralfrs of him that fits on the 
Throne, and the Lamb at his light Hand: to 
meditate on the Mercy of our heavenly Father, 

4 • the 
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the Condciccnlxoa and,the diaries of his eter¬ 
nal. Son* the gracious Infpiradons of his holy 
Spirit; our mifera|de Condition by Nfiture, 
our blefled one through the Coipel of Chriil, 
our Proipedt of improying* in pious ami vir¬ 
tuous AffeCfcion to all Eternity. Now tfiefe, 
it may be feared, are the Things of all others, 
that the Thoughts of many of us dwell on 
lead, and with the Icaft Satisfaction^ yet we 
tall ourfelves Chriftlans, and tope to be laved. 

Nor moil it be denied, that great Imper¬ 
fection in fpiritual Dcfires may be confident 
with a State of Acceptance.< But the faither 
fuch Defires come Abort of their due Vigour, 
the weaker Evidence we fliall have of what we 
are rnoftConcerned to know: the nearer they 
advance towards it, the greater will be our 
i 'omfort and $Udp fromaktitf* i for to Lim that 
lwth,JhaH .** and though, from natu¬ 

ral Caufes, t&ry xh$y fink, Without Danger, 
beneath what they once were, in fenhble 
Waimill,'yet if their practical EiieCb b,gin 
' to leffen, it ihpuld be tut farming Ad^omuon, 

%o remmber jrm wbea^^k are falien, ana rtf- 

«* 

pe#$an4 Wwks* 1 to be* ik,au ( ]}ui 

and jbf fMtlgf fykticb rmd,i> that 

ate ready to die** 

* Matth. \iii. 1 2. ’ ,«v. ii. 5. f Jb. 11:. z. 

Th- 
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The Methods to reftore, to pre&rve 4tnd 
heighten our devout Breathings towards*^ 
Fattier of Spirits*; and the Place of his Abode, 
are thele: that we appoint, and refolutelySe¬ 
cure to ourfelves frequent Seafons for examin¬ 
ing and ledhfytng thofe wrong Apprehenilorts 
of Things which our own corrupt Natures, 
the Commerce of the World, and the Sugges¬ 
tions of the wicked one are fo apt to give u£: 
that then we recoiled* the Vanity, Inflabijity, 
and momentary Duration, of every earthly 
Good, the Certainty of the unfoen State, the 
eternal Continuance of its Joys and Sufferings, 
the infeparable Connexion of the one or the 
other with our prefont Sentiments and Beha¬ 
viour 5 the Authority and Holinefo of God, 
our own Frailty, Guilt, and Weakness $ the 
Sacrifice and the Afoenfkm and 

Interceflion, of our blcf&d *Mediator * and 
when we have filled our Soul* thefo great 
Truths, lay open the Working^of them before 
the Lord ot a!|» in fuitabfe ConfefUAns, Peti¬ 
tions, and Prtifo*; that, if &e find' not at firfo 
the Pleafure or the Benefit we wife from fudh 
Exercifos, we perfevere in them notwkbftand- 
ing > yet fo as not to let tkida become, either 

on the one Hand empty Forms, of on the 

% 

•Hcfcu xii. $+ 


other 
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other unncccflury Burthens; butemplo} than 

diicrcetly, as Means to arrive at nur £nd: that 

weafliilour Devotions and Reflexions chiefly 

by the inimitable Spirit that breathes in the 

Holy Scriptures: hut alio by the Die oi other 

good Hooks, and rehgious Cormrtation, judi- 

cioufly choien: that we abftain conicientiouflv, 

* * 

as far as we can, from every Thin;;, of evuy 
Sort, which wc iind hath a/Fenduicy t; cor¬ 
rupt or deaden our Hearts; but pduiculariy 
that we fhelter our tender ihetv horn the 
Biaib of Scofftr^ with thfc utmoll ( iun»v»n ; 
indeed lather hide it front their Knowledge, 
than ex pole it to their Ridicule, yit never 
deny ourfelves to be wh.it we are : that w e 
conilantly attend the public Service ot Con, 
not av Matter of Cuftom or hntertai'Urent, 
but with a faithful Care to join fervently «» 
his W or/hip, to learn meekly from hi 4 V\ orti, 
and chtrifh by Reflexion aftenv a ids wh;le\a 
good Imprelhons wc have lelt at the T*mc * 
that wc flatcdlv come to the ho3v i able with 

* j j 

due Preparation, vow pcstilferl^, in pa 1 taking 
oi it, to live by tie Faith of the Son of G'*t*' , 
and* as we profefs uniting ourlclvcs to him by 
Means of it*^:ernea>ber, thatTh icfo is jewd 
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to the Lord ts me Spirit V Nor fhould we con* 
iider only the Duty of being heayenly-tnindfed, 
but alfo its Advantages. We fhall ceafe to 
fear Death in Proportion as we fet our Affec¬ 
tions on what i$ to follow it ; and have Hope, 
as a# Anchor of the Soul, Jure and fiedfaft, and 
which enteretb into that within the Vtil, whither 
the Forerunner is entered for us*. We fliall 
fcorn to enjoy . the Pleafures of Sin for a Seafon , 
if we have Refpcft jp the Rccompencs of Re¬ 
ward ; bear*whatever Sufferings our Chriftian 
Obedience may expofe us to, as feeing Him, 
who is invijihle \ * We fliall take, joyf ully the 
Lofs of worldly Goods, knowing we have in 
Heaven a better and an enduring Sttbjlance \ 
When we are deprived of our deareft Friends, 
we fliall refrain our Voice from Weeping, and 
our liyes from Tears, for our Workfhall be re¬ 
warded, and they {hall come agaif^ from; the 
Land pf the $nemy\ ^ pith 

Patience the Race theft is Jit re Jook- 

ing unto Jefus, who endured the Crofs, dt- 
Jpfmg the Shame* and is fit down at the.right 
Hand tf the throne of God 1 . The more we 
contemplate him, the more wffhall iove 

*1“ Cor.'yi, jy« «■ Heb. vut^io. V Jjbi'xu *7. 
e lb. x. 3f. * jer. xxxi. 16. , !< xii. 1,2. 

Wot* 
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h»»i the more we fcall confequefntiy feel We 
are beloved by him, ^ And When once Wf have 
taped, that the Lord is\gracious*, \vc ths$l fete 
filled with all Jty and Peal? in believing, add\ 
abound in Hope through the\ Power of the Hoff 
Ghoji 1 , till we can fay ctfptetirrtentally with the 
Pfalmift, 1 am aheap by thee: tbm baft hotddk 
me by my right It and, Ptimfkdlt guide me ^ith 
thy Couufei, andafter that tertgtpe me withVr&fyi 
IVbom have I in Heaven but thee ? and there is 
fame upon *Eaffk that / deJMe lit Comptmfon of 
thee . My F/eJh and my Heart Jailetb; but God 
is the Strength of my Hearty and my Portion for 
ever*. 

* * 

!» ) i*et, ii 3* l Rom, fcv u. *? P£ KtUi. 
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I Jo II N ii. 7, 8. 

Brethren, / write no new Commandment unto 
vou, hut a;t old Commandment, which ve had 
from the 'Beginning: the old Commandment is 
the Word, which ye have heard jr„n the • 
‘Beginning. 

Again, a tmw Commandment I write unto yon : 
which n itig is true in him and hi you ; he-* 
caufe the Darknejs is pajl, and the true Light 
now jhineth. 

T HESE, Words contain a very ufcful 
Piece of Inftruition, exprefled in a 
Manner fomewhat obfeure and enigmatical, 
on Purpoie to* excite that Attention, which 
they will foon reward by the Dii'covery of 
their Meaning* Probably they were deffgned 
to be more efpecially underftood of the great 
Precept, implicated immediately after them, 
of uriiverfal Good-will: an original £>uty of 
Mankind, but firangely forgotten throughout 
the Earth, till our Saviour taught it more 

O * clearly 
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clearly, and Enforced it more ftrongly, than 

^ had ever been done before. Yet they are 
equally applicable to the Whole of C hr ift in¬ 
anity : and it might very well he the ApofHe's 
Mining to extend them fo far, and fet forth 
in them a Truth, wonderfully fitted to give 
both a juil and engaging Notion of the Gof- 
pel: that its general Purpofe is to make Men 
happy, by rdloring among!! them the Belief 
and Practice of the primitive universal Rcli^- 
gion of rational Beings; that its peculiar 
Dollrints were all uAiodut cd by the Change 
of huii:an Circumllancrs, and are the fame in 
?ubfhn.vc with thof ^ ot winch the Patriarchs 
and jftws received imperfect Notice >, and 
typn.il Repicko-arions in antient Time; 
that bem» thus, in R< fpect of God's early 
Promulgation of it, an old Commandment j it 
was yet, wilh'Rcfpect tet the Age in which 
our baviour repubbihed. it* a mw one* as 
0 ,v kmj% had coVered tjhe World, which by 
his Means was driven away $ and the Light 
of Truth difplay'cd again, with a Brightness 
and reviving Warmth, till the# unknown. 
For <?}irifl:ianity add^d much Evidence and. 
Diftinetne& to many important, a*td many 
comfortable Articles of Faith 5 and' then 
building m them the Correfponding Oblige 

tioha 
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tions of Duty, completed on the old Foun¬ 
dations a Structure, onlv fofiir new as the Sta it 

* «• 

of Mankind required it fhotdd be. This is 
doubtlefs, an advantageous View of the Chrif- 
tian^Difpenfation; rcprfcflnting it ar doing 
for us e^a’dtly wliat we needed to have done ; 
and that it is likewife a juft View of^it, I 
Hull endeavour to fhew, by bring before 
you. 

The Nature of Religion as it ilood at Gfft. 

The Condition cf Mankind afterwards: and 

TheFitnefs of theGofpel to that Condition. 

The Duty of Man, fo far as it was difeover- 
able to him by Reafon, whilfl he continued 

a 

innocent, muft conftft in Love, Honour, and 
Obedience, to his Maker, Benefactor,* and 
Sovereign Lord, joined With the Care of copy¬ 
ing the divine Gabdncfs in his Behaviour to 
his Fellow-creatures, and the divine Holincfs 
in the rational Government of him fell*. It 
is plain, that he could be obliged to no more, 
tinlefs God was pleafed, by*'Revelation, to 
Jbperadd more; and as p£nn, that he \va* 
obliged to the Whole of this. 1 For to pre¬ 
tend Reverence to dtir Father in Heaven, 
yet his Children and our Brethren 

on E&rth # or to behave $kh Afetf fcioa, 
Dutiftftnefs* *&tu$ Gratitude among It them, 

O 3 


< 
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and yet fhew none -to him; and to profefs 
both a lightcous and godly Life, yet to fail 
■ of the Obligations of a fober one, contradict¬ 
ing and debasing Reafon by brutal Exoeffcs 
and Irregularities, is evidently faulty and 
incenfiffent. The fame Regard "to T*ruth 
and Right, which requires any of thefe 
Thing?, requires them all. So that .neither 
Piety and Morals can be feparated from each 
other, nor any Part of either from the reft: 

but the Whole hath one Foundation ; and is 

* * 

indeed one Temper of thind, only exerted 
towards different ObjeCts. In this happy 
Rectitude of Heart and Behaviour, con fid? 
the Image of God, the Perfection of Man, 
the original Religion of all Creatures, capa¬ 
ble of Religion, throughout the Univerfc. 

Suppofing, therefore, any Creature fallen 
from this blellcd State, restoring him to it 
again muff: be the only ultimate End to which 
any uleful Endeavours of his own, or any 
gracious Defigns of Heaven for his Good, 
can be * directed.* Now, this is our Caie. 
We are fallen, by the Fault of our firft 
Parents trajafgrefling an eafy revealed Com- 
mandment, fuperadded very juftly to the- 
natural- ones, a« a further Trial of their Obe¬ 
dience; we ar$ fallen, I fay, thus from Up- 

rightaefs 
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rightnefs of Nature and Immortality: and we 
feel convincing Effe&s of that melancholy 
Change. We are alfo folien, hy our own 
Fault, lower fiill, from perfonal Innocence 
into perfonal Guilt j,and from this Condition- 
we want to be recovered. But that we can¬ 
not be, nor defire to be, till we are fcnfible 

e r 

of our Mifery and Danger, and forty for the 
Si^that have reduced us to. fo wretched a 
Condition. Here then beglh the Nccefiity 
of Repentance: a Duty for which th£re was 
no Room in the primitive State of Things; 
but in ours, the Ground-work of all that we 
have to hope for. And this Duty compre¬ 
hends, not only that we condemn ourfclves 
of Folly, for having a<fied contrary to out 
Interefts ; and of Bafencfs, for having violated 
the Dilates of our inward Sertfe of Virtue ; 
but of ill Defertin difobeying God- The C i rit f 
and Shame attending Repentance 1 will vary in 
their Expfeffiori, according to the Variety of 
Mens natural Confutations. But Di&ppro- 
bation of Sin, and Care of Amendment, are 
nfcdetfary Proofs of its Genuineneis. And to 
thefc the' Offender is abfolutely bound, *how 
fmall foever 'his Hope of 'Pardon may be. 
For having done arniis can, in n 6 Circum* 
fiances, iuftify the Ncglc&'-tf doing better: 

* O f • arid 
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every lnereafe of Guilt muft be expe&ed to 
increafe the Pumfbment. 

But Rill, as our Spirit and Vigour in a&ing 
will be proportionable to the Encourage¬ 
ment on which we adt $ without fome good 
Profpedi of Forgivenefo and Acceptance, Men 
Would hive fo little Heart to go through^the 
Difficult its of Reformation, that fcarce any 
Regard to Religion would be preferred 
World. And therefore God hath enabled 
us, by*the mere Ufe of Reafon, to conclude 
it probable, that as Goodnefs is always the 
Objedt of his Favour* fo whenever we return 
to it really, though imperfectly, he will look 
on us anew, with Tendernefs and Compla¬ 
cence. For like as a Father pitietb his Chil¬ 
dren, Jo the Jsrd pitietb them that fear him: 
for tc kn&weth our Frame, he rememhgretb that 
<ivc are but Duji\ But then, whether it be 
confident with the Holinefs of? Ins Nature** 
and the Honour of his Government that 
Repentance ihould obtain Pardoadn all Cafes, 
or in which and whether in’ any, without 
fome admonitory and exemplary Corruption 
firtlj andbow fevere fuch Correction may he $ 
though it nearly concerns, o*y*wha can lay, 
unlffs Knowledge be given him from above,? 

wtel.‘cul* 15, *4, 
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Another Point, of great Importance to 
fallen and (infill Man, is this. 4 Partly by the 
original Depravation of our Nature, partly by 
our a&ual Tranfgreffions, the Strength of the 
hitman Mind i$ grievoufly weakened, and we 1 
And in ourfeives a (ad inability of doing* what 
yet we know we ought to do, and were made 
for, and cannot become happy without doing. 
Now v|hat Jhall relieve us here ? When indeed 
we contemplate God’s continual Providence 
and Care, even over the meaneft of his 
Works, and refkdt that the Improvement of 
his rational Creatures in Piety and Virtue 
mu ft be the principal End of his Creation; 
we cannot but hope, that he will condefcend 
to aflift us in it4 infpire us with good Pur- 
pofes, and direct and ityengthen us in the 
Execution of them. But Hill Hope is not 
Certainty: aftd the weaker our Hope is, the 
fainter will our Efforts be: And whether,' 
after great and habitual SinsJ we may promile 
ourfeives the aid of bis Spirit $l% all* though 
then we need it moil, lleafon cannot judge 
' on hny certain Grounds. 

* A third material Article, on which it 
throws $ little Light,%ut a Light greatly over* 
cad withdoudsand Doubts, is thatofaduture 

a* 

Stdte. Ctmfideriag the* immortal Nature of 

Man's 
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Man’s Soul, the evident Capacity it hath for 
much higher Degrees of Knowledge and 
Virtue, tnan it ever attains here} and the 
earned Bdires of a future Being, which the 
wiieft and belt Men feel beyond others: con- 
fidering the many Miferies to which we are 
iubje& in this Life, the few and low Enjoy¬ 
ments of which we are capable, and the 
ftrange Difproportion with which bfth are 
divided; while the good too frequently fuffer 
every Thing that is terrible for- the Sake of 
their Goodnefs; and the bad very com¬ 
monly obtain the utmofl Frofperity by the 
Means of their Wickednefs: Men have never 
failed in any Age of the World to entertain 
fome Expectation of a better and more equal 
Sate hereafter. ’ But how long or how Ihort 
its Duration will be, how great or how foiall 
its Reward, and what Qualifications will 
intide us to any, and what Share of themj 
our unaflifted Faculties only guefs; and the 
Subject appears in a very gtfeat Mea&re to 
lie out of our R&ach. y . # v 

But the divine Mercy gave additional Hopes 
to Men ftom the very Beginning, beyond what 

Reafon was able to fumilh; ‘With u&ftfl, 

• ■ , » 

> r. j, 

though general and oblcnre, intimations Of the 
Means, by which thefe Hopes were to beac- 

compliihedL**■ 



SERMON IX, 23, 

i amplified. Our fii ft Parents were told, that 
the Seed of thety*oman / ; oufii btfrift tb Ihad> And 
dcftroy the Power, tf/'that Strpent V which had 
brought into the Wot Id Sm and Dcafh. 
c» dices were accepted, as early as the Days of < 
AbeL Enoch , for his Piety, though undoubt- 
#ly not a feultleis one, was tranflatcd to a hap¬ 
pier Life. Noah was aftured, that the Spirit 
j?f Godfirove with Men * to reform them. And 
tlieie reviving Truths, poftibly with nunr 
more CircutnftaiK.es and Evidences of them, 

m 

were certainly propagated amongft all Noah *s 
Children : of which there remain clear and 
numerous Pootfteps in the following Ages. 

But by IXgrees Negligence and Wicked- 
ncl* introduced-* Ignorance and Superftftion: 
and thefe in their Turn augmented Negli¬ 
gence and Wfekedntfs: till the Patriarchal 
Do&rincs were forgotten or pei verted ? the 
fpmtual Worship of Qod laid a fide for Ido- 
latiy; and his Nature and • Perfe&ions lb 
grofsly mifunderftood, that it is m> Wopder if 
Pardon of Sins, Aftiftunce iif fight Condu<ft, 
and a Recompense after Death*, were either 
not thought; o£, 6 ? expe^cd on Conditions 
abfurd^ a&devea Immoral. For the Know- 
f of thexpmmoneft Duties of Life was in 

" Gea."4b/t{« * *Ib. n. 3. 
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many Cafes utterly loll $ and /hocking Crimes 
confidered a£ perfectly lawful, nay exalted in¬ 
to A£fo of*Religion. Thus then did the Na-* 
tion&of the Earth, to fpeak in the Language 
of St. Paul, walk' in the Vanity of their Minth , 
having the Underfanding darkened , being alien- • 
ated from the Life of God** * ? ^ 

Suppofe now any one to have made it his 
Buiincfs, in this lamentable State of Things, ta 
teach Men their Duty to God, their Fellow- 
creatures, and themfelves; and to have given 
them only fuch Inftruftion in it, with fuch 
Hopes of Acceptance dnd Recompence, as the 
mere Light of Nature could afford: what a 
Puhlifher of good Tidings, what a noble Bene- 
f.iflur to Mankind, would fuch a erne have 
been ! And had he further appointed a Num¬ 
ber of his Followers to travel through every 
Land, combat the reigningErrorsandFollies, 
eflabli/h the Truth in their Stead, and fettle a 
Succeffion of Men to fdpport it for ever; how 
highly would the Inftitution, and the Author 
of it, have been honoured by the wetl-dif- 
pofed throughout the Earth! But no Perfon 
appeared, who had either Abilities to “execute, 
or Greatpeft of Mind to conceive, to ^ra ft and 

* Eph, it. 
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excellent a Defign. The Founders, Law¬ 
givers, and Rulers, of Kingdoms and Com¬ 
monwealths, it thty ftudied the temporal Wei* 
fare oi thofe -under their Care,< for which they 
o 'ten provided very injudiciously, had little 
farther Regard even to their Morals, and to 
their Religion fcarce any at all: but patronized 
and fet up whatever Form of it, either the 
People wer# accuflomed to obfervey or jjbeit 
own Fancy, or the Example of their Neigh¬ 
bours, happens# to luggcft. So that there 
vus not, formany Ages, in all the known 
Countries of die Gentile World, a Angle In- 
fiance of rational public Wot Chip of the true 
God. Then for the Philofophtrs; moft of 
them fpent th6 chief of their Time im Specu¬ 
lations, that had„ final] Connexion Virtue 
and Piety. And they who did turn their 
Minds to examine into the’Obligations and 
the Hopes of Men bad very imperfect, very 
erroneous. Notions < of both *• tolerated, and 
‘even applauded, had, fcarce any 

Notion at all, either oftnwaftl Humility, qr 
of Repentance towards*God j were very wa- 
yetm^.to % m worffey in their Belief of fu* 

had ye$ IcftApprehen- 
fione offoture Pnhiihtnents, lkfide$>they 
differed from one another in mofl material 

Points, 
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Points, but all agreed in conforming* to what¬ 
ever falfe Worfhip was eftablifhed : and, had 
they held more Truth than they did, were fc 
little regarded, in any Thing right, by the Ge~ 

* ner^lity of tSeir Fellow-citizens > that they 
confined their Difccuries to a fmall Number 
of their private Difciples, and left the Multi¬ 
tude to li\e and die like the Reafts that perilh. 
This undeniably was, and had long been, the 
Cafe, when Chrifhctnity appeared. And 
though human Reafon might have taught 
Men more than it did* yet they, whom it did 
not; were never'the hetter for that Poffrbflity ; 
nor was there any Likelihood of its becoming 
Fad, 

Suchiwas the Condition of*the Gentiles. 
That of th^yews in the mean Time was very 
different,’ but became at Length almoft as bad. 
They had received; from their AnccAorJIbra- 
bam* furthcr v Notic*g of Gdd # js gracious Inten¬ 
tions. They fead received, from their Legis¬ 
lator Mojh u a great^pleffing, an* authorized* 
written Syfterm of tfuc Pdigion and moral 
Virtue; with additional Precepts, to preserve 
them from Idolatry, fopatatfe thisn froth tire 
Nation^ that profeffed it, and* exhibit tothettk 
a more particular, burdarl/R^ of 

' good 
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good Things to come, which would naturally 
engage their Attention and Expedition all 
along; and, being explained when Godfiv^fit, 
would (hew, that the Purpofe, which he 
ecu ted in later Times, he iud formed in the. 
earlied. After this, they received from a long 
Succeffion of Prophets, ampler anymore fpi- 
ritual Indru&ions, fuller Afi'uranccs If God’s 
Foigivened and Grace, clearer Notifications of 
a future State, and more circumdantial Ac* 
counts of an extraordinary Perfon to arife from 
the Family of David , by whom all the divine 
Bleffings were to be conveyed to all the World, 
oil the Condition of believing and obeying 
him. 

a 

Thefe undoubtedly were great Advantages* 
Yet for a long Time, notwith (landing them 
all, they were continually aflociating Idols 
with the true God, and even the vilell Parts of 
Heathen Wodhip with his. And when they 
came to prpfefs a drifter Adherence to their 
own Religion, they grievoufly perverted the 
mod eflfential Articles of it* They worked 
them^lves into a Hatred of other Nations, a- 
gainft whp^n they were indeed commanded to 
be ,on ^thei* Guard, but did to love them. 

w S MP 1 ^ ^ 
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to eftablifh for their Benefit an univerfel King-, 
dom of this World: in dead of one to free 
them from Sin and Death. They neglected 
the weightier, the moral Parts of their Law; 
and |;rew fo minutely and abfurdly obfervant of 
the ceremonial, that at Length they imagined, 
their wholt Duty to God confifted in outward 
Forms ^by a ferupulous Pra<frice*o£ which, 
they conceited themfelvesto merit every Thing 
from him, without any one gpod Quality 
within. 

When therefore the Wifdom of the wife# 
Nations had proved Foolifhnefs, and the Piety 
of the befl iuflru&ed fadiy degenerated into 
^Superftition, our heavenly Father mercifully 
and frafonably fent fortlj his Son, to renew the 
cld Commandment which was in the Beginning % 
to perfect thofe Additions to it which the 
Alteration of human Cifcumftan<ges had re¬ 
quired, and perpetuate the Knowledge of the 
Whofe to the End of Time. 

That the ultimate. Dcfign of Chriftiatoky is 
re-eflabtifhing the Love of,God, the l^ovq of 
Men, the. Love of Virtue is obvioufi^ plain 
from 0c wluote NewTeframepn particularly, 
from Our Saviour’s Sermon on th® Mount * from 
his Anfwer to th^Qudiionf, Which is th^p'wt 

Qoimtend- 
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Commandment in the I,cr,o c ; from St. ytimes'a 
Declaration, what is pure and vndcf J ed RAi^ion 

he/ire God and the Father 1 : from St. Paul's i )il- 

%.* ■* 

comic to the Athenians: from his Obfervation, 
t]i at Love is the End :-f the Commandment'- : fom 
his explicit Abortion, that the Grace J'G> dap¬ 
peared for this Purpole, to teach a!/ Men, that, 
denying Ungodlinrfs and worldly Lujis r flryjhu/J 
hve J'jhcrlj, r; yefei ;,///, end god/ V, in this prefec t 
ii'orid , looking jot the r. hr i: us II.pc* of a better. 
And the ivc-clfabiiihjncnt, which the Gofpel 
hath made in this RcfbecL is period:. It re- 
quires Inch Love of Gid, as will incline us 

effectually to imitate, as well as honour hire ; 
* , 

fitch Love of Men, as extends to the whole 
World, and ilcLs both the temporal . nd the 
■pi ritual Good of all ; fuch Love of Vir- ue/ 
as is free from Orientation, from AuRrnty, 
from Self-Opinion. It lavs us unde r a Ne- 

1 a 

ceihty oi remembering, that wc arc ir.nl, that 
we arc Sinners; and therefore *n»ofl firmly 
bound to Humility in our own Hearts, Mild- 
uefs towards others, Penitence in the Sight 
of God. To thofe who are in any Degree 
thus difpofed, it not only repeats the ob- 
feurer, yet inftru&ive and comfortable, Inti- 


* Matth. xxii. 36. 
e i Tim. i. £. 

Voi. II. 


f James i. 27. 
h '1 it. ii. 11,12, 15. 
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mations, of Pardon,. Grace, and Reward; 
which the Patriarchal Ages enjoyed, as a 
Light Jhining faintly in a dark Place 1 ; and 
which After-times loft, and wandered on in 
the thickeft Night: but it vifits Men like the 
'Day-Spring from on high, clofe followed by 
the Sun of Righteoufncfs beaming forth to 
cheer our Hearts, and guide our Feet into the 
Way of Peace*. Inftead of the Shadows.and 
Figures of the Mofaic Law, which veiled, 
and, in a great Meafure, concealed, what they 
exhibited it prefents us with the undifguifed 
Truth and very Subftance: fets before our 
Eyes that great Atonement to the Juftice of 
Heaven, which other Vidtims were appointed 
to prefigiiify ; and opens the whole Treafure 
of divine Bounty; free Forgivenefs, kind 
Affiftance, eternal Happinefs, to thp worft of 
Sinners, on the equitable, * the advantageous 
Terms of ingenuous Sorrow, thankful Faith, 
and univerfal/ though Rill imperfedfc,, Obe¬ 
dience. Come every one that thirtieth, come to 
the looters of Cife, and buy without Money and 
without Price 1 . * Inftead of a-heavy Yoke of 
.ceremonial Reftraints, and rigordus Obier~ 
vances - unexplained, necefiary for the imma- 
* tare and injudicious. Age of the Jewifb Dif- 

‘ _ * p 

* 2 Peter i. ig. ' k Luke i» 78, 79# J 1 1 . i; 
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penfation; God hath confidered Chriftians 
as grown up to a manly Capacity of rational 
Service, and fuller Knowledge of his Coun- 
fels. He hath therefore communicated to 
us a much greater Number of doctrinal 
Truths, all fitted to inftrudt our Woifhip, 
and inflame our Gratitude :#but hath reduced 
our ritual Performances to two: both of them 
clear and important in their Meaning; eafy 
and affcdling in their Ufe, and fully guarded 
againfi: being efteemed beyond their U fe: firft, 
Baptifm, which moll aptly fignifies our En¬ 
gagements to preforve ourfelves from the 
Defilement of Sin, and God’s Promife to look 
on us as free from the Guilt of it: then the 
holy Eucharift: which, with equal Propriety, 
exprefires our Saviour’s giving his Body to be 
broken, and his Blood to be ihed, for thfc 
Sake of Man $ and our being nourifiied, and 
ftrengthened, and united to him for ever, by 
imbibing and digefting His Dodtrine, and re¬ 
ceiving into our Souls, by Faith, * the bene¬ 
ficial Influences of his Death! 

Thus then the new Commandment , delivered 
by our blefied. Lord, is an authentic,Repub¬ 
lication, 4 both of the primitive Religion of 
Man before the Fall, and of the additional 
Inftru&ions given him after it; with fucS 

P 2 Improve- 
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' Improvements of thcfe laft, as make up, 
together with the former, a complete Inflitu- 
tion of Piety, fitted to anfwer all our Necef- 
fities to the World’s End. To prevent or 
detedt any Corruptions or Miflakes in fo » 
important a Syftem of Dodtrine, the bleffed 
Author of it hath provided, that we fhould 
have the very Words, in which he delivered 
it, recorded in the Gofpels; and his true 
Meaning confirmed, and further explained. 

In the Writings of his immediate Difciples: 
which ineflimable Treafure Providence hath 
watched over through every Age; and, by its 
Afliftance, the old Commandment hath once 
more in thefe latter Days been refcued from 
dangerous Perverfions, and happily reftored to 
its original Purity. 

f But befides, he hath macje yet another 
Provifion for fecuring, not*only the genuine 
Belief, hut the faithful Pradtice of it. As 
Man is a fodial Creature,^and capable of 
receiving at leafl as much Benefit from unit*- 
ing in Religioh, as; in other Things: Jo he 
hath formed his. Followers into .a fpiritual 
SOcfct y t or Church to celebrate the Wbrfhip 
of God more' f&lemnly, >and biaf a pW®c Te£«, 
tijnony to fri* Truths; to Schorr, m&frxvoJke 

one 
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one another to love and good Works ™; to ref ore 
in the Spirit of Meeknefs them that are over¬ 
taken in Faults ", but put away from ammgji 
them the grofsly and obftinately wicked 0 ; that, 
if poflible, the Reverence of fb awful a Cen- 
fure may bring them to recoiled themfelves 
and repent; or, fuppofing it fails, that yet 
the Innocence of the reft, and the Honour 
of the Chriftian Name, may be preferred. 
And that all this may be performed in a due 

Manner, he hath instituted a regular Subor- 

' *■ 

dination and Succeffionof Pq/iors and Teachers 9 
for the perfecting of the Saints , for the edifying 
of the Body of Chriji *. An Appointment 
evidently fuitable, both to the Nature of a 
Being, which fo "greatly wants Inftru&ion 
and Admonition, as Man; and to the,Na¬ 
ture of a Religion, that, will fo very wejl 
bear to be ihewn in a full Light* However 
defectively, therefore, or wrongly; this Insti¬ 
tution may be administered through our- 
Faults; or how much foeyer it may he de- 
fpifed, or obftruCted, through yours; yet, in 
itfelf, it is vifibly of excellent Ufe; and, 
which is remarkable, peculiar to the Religion 
deUveredin Scripture. For; in the Gentile 

« Heb. x. 24, 25* 8 Gal»,vi. 1. 

• t Cor# v, if. ■ /, j» Eph. iv« 11, it. 
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World, through many Centuries, we have nq 
one Inftance of any public Teaching, much 
lefs any moral Difcipline, attending their 
Worfhip. And indeed, when Julian at¬ 
tempted to fet up Preachers of Heathenifm, 

, in' Oppofition to thole of Chriftianity, it was 
immediately foretold him, and the Event 
verified the Prediction, that what had proved 
do, effectual to eflablifh Truth, would only 
ferve to expofe and ruin Error. 

Such then being the Nature of our holy 
Religion, and fuch the Methods taken to 
preferve it from Corruption, and make it a 
perpetual Inflrument of prefent and eternal 
Happinefs to Mankind; whoever lincerely 
honours God, loves his Fellow-Creatures, 

or wifhes well to his own Soul, muft fee and 

. * . » 

•feel himfelf deeply concerned to embrace and 
refpeCt the Gofpel of Chrifty which God 
cannot have revealed for fuch noble Purpofes, 

• and left any dhe at Liberty to flight a fingle 
Part of it. But theii we' muft remember, 
that neither profeffing nor admiring it, will 
ferve for any Thing but our Condemnation y 
unlefs we receive it into an. bdnefi and good 
Heart % and bring forth the Fruits of it in 
pious and virtuous Lives. Little Children , 

p Mark ir. 20* Luke viii. 15. 
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let no Man deceive you: he that doth Rigbteouf 
nej's, is righteous; he that comnMtteth Sin, is 
of the Devil. * For this Purpofe the Son of 
God was manifefied , that he might deftroy the 
Works of the Devil 1 ; and hfreby we know 
that we know him, if we keep bis Command - 
ments*. 

r 1 John iii,7, 8. • 1 John iL 3. 


p + 


SER- 

* 




[ «7 ] 


SERMON 


i Peter iv. 8, 

And above all ‘Things have fervent Charity among 
ymrfthts: jor Charity Jhall cover the Mul¬ 
titude of Sin *. 

A Religion, the Precepts of which are all 
juft and good, muft immediately be ac¬ 
knowledged to be fo far true ; but if, befides, 
the general Temper from which it appoints 
every particular Duty to be done, be the proper 
and i lght one, then the Argument in its Fa¬ 
vour ftrengthens. And if, laftly, the Means 
which it preferibes to form this Temper, be 
well adapted.to produce it in the worft of Men, 
and raife it ftill higher injthe beft, nothing 
more can be wanting to prove the practical 
Part of fuch an Inftitution# which is always 
the moft important Part, worthy of him, who 
alone perfectly knows both the Obligations 
arifing from our original Nature, and the Af- 
hftances needful in our prcfent^ircumftances. 
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Now this is evidently the Cafe of Chriftia- 
nity. Its Injun&ions comprehend every Dic¬ 
tate the very pureft and fublimeft, of natural 
Piety and Virtue, without any fingle Article 
contradictory to them: whereas all Religions 
of human Invention have both omitted right 
Things, and commanded wrong ones. The 
Precepts it hath added, peculiar fo itfelf, are 
few and unexceptionable. And the Motives 
from which the Whole is to be praCtifcd, are 
two, the mod: rational and excellent that can 
be conceived: the Jirjl and great Commandment* 
¥hou Jhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart; and the fecond like unto it , thou Jhalt 
love thy Neighbour as thyfdf*: both which 
have one original Source ; that inward Efteem 
of moral Goodncfs and ReCtitude, which mud: 
incline us to adore it in our Maker, cultivate 
it in ourfelves, and excrcife it towards our 
Fellow-creatures. 

This is the genuine Spirit of the Gofpel: 
and it is plainly the worthieft and nobled that 
our Nature, or any Nature, is capable of: too 
noble, indeed, for human Minds, weak and de¬ 
praved as they are, to be wholly influenced by 
at firft. And therefore we are trained up to it 

^Match, axii. 37, 38, 39. 
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gradually, by a preparatory Difciplinc of 
Threatenings to reftrain, and Promifes to ex- 
cite us; of religious Appointments to remind 
us of our Duty, vifible Signs to make ilronger 
Impreflions of it, worldly Trials of many Kinds 
to exercife and confirm us in it: till, through 
a Courfe of this improving Education, we 
grow up to our Maturity; and that which is 
ferf eft being come , that which is in Part be done 
away*. Then God in his own good Time 
ihall tranflate us into a better World, and re¬ 
moving, as fuperfluous, now, thofe temporary 
Aids, which, in fome Degree, obfeured the 
Building they contributed to raife, its Beauty 
ihall appear complete, and its Duration eternal. 
Therefore, in every Adt, and every Thought 
of Religion, we fhould always remember, that 
the only true Meafure of our Improvement, is 
the Increafe of that virtuous AfFedtion, which 
St. Paul hath declared to be the End of the 
Commandment c . Love to God, and Love to his 
whole Creation; especially our own Species, 
pr as large a Proportion of fc as our Behaviour 
can affedt. The former Part of this blefled 
Temper, that which regards, our Maker, hath 
been taught lb unintelligibly, and perverted to 

'■ * * Cof. xtii.to. J l ibn. i. 5* 
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wildly, by fome, and, partly in confequence of 
that, rejected with fuch Scorn, or admitted 
with iturh Dulidcnce, by dthers ; that to the 
great Difad vantage and Difhonour of Reli¬ 
gion, it hath obtained but little Place in the 
Souls of Men, even of thofe, who think 
thcmfelves pious and devout. And yet, if 
Goodnefs be the natural Object of Love, and 
infinite GoodncL of the higheft Love that we 
can exert, furely the Meaning of Love to 
God is as plain, and the Obligation to it as in- 
difpenfable, as the Feeling of it is delightful, 
and the Fruits excellent. 

Love to our Fellow-creatures, the fecond 
Precept of our blcflcd Lord, whit h in the Text 
is rendered Cbmitv , the oiiginal Woid being 
the very fame, hath indeed fo far efcaped bet¬ 
ter than the fiift, as to be in general Terms 
well ipoken of by all the World. But, at the 
fame Time, its Nature hath often been ill un- 
derfloodj and its Worth feldom confidered 
near enough, yet fometimes exalted a great 
deal too much. r 

For thefe Reafons, I Iball endeavour, 

I. To fettle the right Notion of this Virtue, 

' 11. Ta fhew the juft Value of it: particu¬ 
larly its Influence in what both St. Peter and 
|St. James afc'ribe to it, covering of Sins. 


I. To 
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I. To fettle the right Notion of it: a Thing 
the more neceflary, becaufe the Word, by 
which it is here expreffed, hath greatly altered 
its Meaning. Charity, in common Speech at 
prefent, almoft conftantly fignifies, either 
judging favourably of the A&ions and Inten¬ 
tions of others, or relieving their Did relies: 
whereas, in the New Teflament, it never fig¬ 
nifies thefe particularly, and fcarce ever any 
lingle Virtue, but that general Benevolence of 
Difpofition, which prompts us, on all Ocea- 
iions, to mild Thoughts and beneficent Deeds; 
and on which, wrought in us by the Grace of 
our Redeemer, depends their true Worth and 
Acceptance with God. For this Rcafbii, St. 
Paul very juflly fuppofes a Cafe poflible, which 
elfe might well feem a very ll range one, that of 
a Mans bellowing all he hath to feed the 
Poor, # and i\ot having Charity; for he may 
only have Vanity or Ambition $*and as jaftly 
determines upon it, that {uc»h Liberality (hall 
profit him nothing d . Charity, therefore, is an 
inward*Principle of univcrfel kind Affo&ion : 
an'd the Seeds cf it are fbwn in that con flit u- 
. tional Goodnefs of Nature, of which, notwith¬ 
standing our lamentable Degeneracy by the 
Fall, every* Man hath foue remaining De- 

a t Cor* xm, 
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gree ; the larger the happier, if we manage it 
with due Care. For in this, as in every Part 
of our Frame, watchful Condudt and judici¬ 
ous Culture of our Powers and Propenfities, 
promoting their Growth in fome Inftances, 
reftraining it in others, and directing it in all, 
is highly nccelfary to their attaining Maturity, 
and bringing forth valuable Fruit. When 
properly regulated, the mod: terrible of our 
Paflions, Anger, becomes the Minifter of 
Good ; and, vrhen left to run wild, the moft 
amiable of our inward Feelings, Good-nature, 
is often almoft wholly ufelefs, and fometimes 
the Parent of much Evil. 

Thus, to fay Nothing of thofc, whofe Pre¬ 
tences to it are mere AfFedtation, who extol 
Benevolence to the Skies in Talk, but give no 
Proof of it in any Thing beyond Talk: the 
Good-nature of fome, who have a Sort of it, 
is in tirely notional and romantic. They can be 
aftedted moft deeply by a moving Story ; weep 
over even a feigned Diftrefs, when well deferib- 
ed, or barely reptefented to them by Fancy ; 
and perhaps weep a fecond Time at reflecting 
on their own meritorious Tendemefs : yet, in 
<eal Cafes that come before them, can fee the 
heavieft Afflictions without being moved ? riay^ 

can 
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can even produce them with a moft unrelent¬ 
ing Steadinefs, when their Pleafures, or 
Interefts, or favourite Schemes, require it* 
And thus they cultivate, in Idea, the moft 
refined and exalted Sentiments of Humanity, 
which no one living is ever the better for. 

Some again are a little more in Earned: 
than this comes to: but fo very little, that, 
inftead o f fervent Charity it amounts to no 
more than languid ineftcftual Good-will. 
They wifh well, it may be, to all the World: 
applaud others highly, when they relieve the 
diftrefl'ed; approve it, are fincerely glad of 
it j will, on occafion, folicit and prefs them 
to it: but if they themfelves are called upon 
to do likewife, know not how to part with 
any Thing worth naming, be they pofiefied 
of ever fo great Superfluity; and have a 
thoufand Reafons to alledge, why they can¬ 
not, or need not do, what moft evidently they 
both can and ought. • 

Another Sort of Pcrfons will give their Mo¬ 
ney freely enough : for they have no Regard to 
Money. But if they are wanted to- beftow a 
little Pains or Contrivance towards extricating 
any one out of Difficulties, that is too hard a 
Talk, though it would do ever fo much Good. 
'To think of the Diftrefs of a Fellow-creature, 
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is grievous to them; but to fet about help* 
ing him would be more lb: and therefore, 
inllead of condemning and throwing off their 
Indolence, they turn their Eyes another Way 
to make themfelves eal’y, and let every Thing 
grow as much worie as it can. 

The Goodnefs of a. fourth Sort is very 
warm, but extremely Ihort-lived. They will 
promife Wonders and mean all they fay ; but 
forget it in a Day’s Time: and jull: then 
would do every Thing for a Man, whom in 
their next Turn of. Humour they will do 
Nothing for. So that, till they are known, 
they millead and dilappoiut almoft as many, 
as they undertake to ferve. 

Another verv blameable Kind of Good- 
nature is a partial one. That Principle muft 
evidently be planted in us for the Benefit 
of all without Exception : and yet we moft 
of us, it may be feared, either openly or 
fecretly, except Multitudes. The very Gof- 
pel of Cbriji , that was defigned to eftablilh 
univerfal Charity, hath been dreadfully pet- 
verted to deftroy it: and the Doctrine of 
Love abufed, to excite in Men the bittereft 
Hatred. to every Perfuafion but their own. 
Nor have they, who profefs the greateft 
- Abhorrence of fuch Practices, by any Means 

been 
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been free from a very ill-natured Zeal again ft 
Religion, while they have cenfured moft vehe¬ 
mently that Kind of Zeal for it. But in the 
Affairs of civil and common Life ; many, that 
pn fome Occafions have the eafieft and mildeft 
Tempers, on others, preferve no Temper at 
all. Sometimes the Spirit of Party takes fuch 
Poffeffion of very well-meaning' Men, that 
they abominate one Half of the World round 
them, it may be for they do not well know 
what. Sometimes again the moft humane 
Creature upon Earth to thofe whom he hap¬ 
pens to like, entertains and delights them 
with the keeneft Satire and Ridicule on fuch, 
as he or they happen to diflike, or barely to 
conlidcr with Indifference. The Agreeable- 
nefs of not a few, who have a great deal, is 
almoft intirely lavifhed on mere common Ac¬ 
quaintance : while thofe nearer Friends at 
Home, who are intitled to the iargeft Share 
of their Good-humour and Regard, experience 
continually their Peevifhnefs or Neglcdt. 
And on the contrary, others are fo tenderly 
and immoderately fond of one or more Bofom 
Favourites, that they applaud themfelves, and, 
to be fure, are,applauded by thefe at leaft, as 
the beft and worthieft of Mankind: yet will 
(light moft contemptuoufly all but fuch dear 1 
Vox., II, Friends* 
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Friends 4 ; and injure moil: unmercifully every 
One elfe, that {lands in the Way of them: nay 
perhaps too, mull as con flan tly have feme 
Pcrfons to hate without Caufe, as others to 
love without Merit. From a Forefight of 
this Danger it probably was, that our bleficd 
Saviour, though he had recommended private 
Friendfhip by his Example, enjoined it by 
no Precept ; as well knowing, that a proper 
Degree of general Good-will would feldom 
fail to unite Men as clofely, as was requifite 
for their own Benefit, or confident with that 
of others. 

f But dill, an undidinguifhing Good-nature 
may be full as bad as a partial one. Too often 
the inconfiderate, or indolent, give themfelves 
up a Prey to whoever lays hold on them. 
Confident Forwardnefs prevails upon fome: a 
Talent for entertaining and diverting them 
takes with others, abjedt Flattery with a third 
Sort, and little Officioufnefles, well-chofen and 
well-timed, with a fourth. By fuch as excel 
in thefe Art? only, they fuffer their whole 
Stock of Beneficence to be exhauded: and 
never take the Trouble of thinking, how very 
much better it might be employed: by which 
Means they at once give the worthy the Un- 

eafinefij 
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* eafinefs of feeing themfelves overlooked, and 
raife the unworthy to a Capacity of doing 
Harm. 

Nay indeed, when they have done Harm, 
jand been guilty of pernicious Crimes, there is 
a falfe Tendernefs in many, that makes them 
unwilling to have pad Mifdemeanors punifhed, 
fo as may be likely to prevent future one?. 
They have no Compafllon for human Society, 
and nothing but Companion for the Difturbers 
of it. To fay the Truth, lome will (hew a 
kind Regard to bad Chara&ers, which they 
will Ihew to none elfe : and do more to aflid 
the mod profligate Wretches, under the Dif¬ 
ficulties and Dangers that their Profligatenefs 
hath brought them into, without either De- 
fign or Defire of reforming them, than they 
would to fupply the mod pitiable Necefiities 
of an* innocent Pfcrfon or Family. Now this 
preferring fuch before others, in of Be¬ 
neficence, is Love of Wickejfocfs, not Hu¬ 
manity. Or, if there he lometimes a Sort of. 
what is called Good-nature i$ it, it is a falfe 
Sort; and one that approaches very near,to 
being directly vicious : as unquedionably fome 
Difpofitions are, which m common Speech 
bear this excellent Name. Such, for In- 
ftance, is .the yielding Fkxiblenefs, that will 

Q^2 let 
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let Men deny nothing to their immoral and 
imprudent, or perhaps artful Companions, 
whatever Pain it gives their worthieft and 
moft refpe&able Friends. Such is the fuper- 
ficial Gaiety, that firft invites and deceives, 

if 

others into Sin ; then, without the leaft Con¬ 
cern, abandons them to Ruin. | Such, laftly, 
is the thoughtleis and profufe Generality, 
that often ufurps the Place both of proper 
Charity and even .of full ice : and, by prompt¬ 
ing Men to do at fome Times immoderately 
great and kind Things, without Need; redu¬ 
ces them to do, at others, mean and hard, and 
opp ref live Things, contrary to the ftrongelt 
Obligations, j 

Thefe wrong Sorts of Good-nature (and, 
melancholy as the Number of them is, there 
are ft ill more) llionld never tempt us to be 
unreafonably fufpicious of otliers, though vi¬ 
gilant Caution is an eflential Part of Wifdom: 
but they ought iurely to put us on a careful 
and frequent Trial of our own Hearts. Is 
the Benevolence of Temper and Behaviour,' 
lor which \vc value ourielves, and expedl the 
World to value us, of the right Stamp ? Is 
no Inftance of it Oftentation, to catch Ap- 
plaufe; or Cunning, to carry Points that we 
have in View ? Are we good to thofe, who 

3 differ 



SERMO N X. 229 

differ from us in their Way of Thinking, 
whofe Rcpuation eclipfes, whofc Competition 
obdru&s us, whofe Intered with others is fu- 
perior to ours ? Are we ready to befriend un¬ 
adorned difagreeable Merit; to bellow private 
Favours on fuch as can make us no Return; 
and exercife bountifully, when Occafion re¬ 
quires, thofe Kinds of Beneficence to which 
we are otherwife leaf! addi&ed? Doth our 
Kindnefs to particular Perfons flow from, at 
lead: is it confident with, a finccre Concern 
for tlie Happinefs of all Mankind ? Are wc 
truly defirous and a<flive to promote their fpi- 
ritual and eternal, as well as temporal and pre- 
fent. Welfare ? And ladly, are the Demon- 
flrations, that we have given of this excellent 
Temper, proportionable to the Degree of it 
which God conferred ou us originally, and the 
Means we have had of improving and exer- 
ciling it fiqce ? For from thofe, who have en¬ 
joyed a greater Share of thcle, a greater Share 
of Ufefulnefs in their refpe&iye Stations is as 
much to be expeifled, as a more*plentiful Con¬ 
tribution of Alms from the Rich. 

If the foregoing Queftions can be well an- 
fwered, then our Benevolence is a genuine mo¬ 
ral Virtue. But dill there are Qualifications 

of 
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o!f unfpeakable foment wanting, to exalt it 
into that Chriftian Grace, which the Scripture 
calls Charity: that we place at the Head of 
all our Motives to it, the Love and Fear of 
God, producing a Delire to imitate and obey 
him: that we humbly plead the Pardon, ob¬ 
tained by his Son, and promifed in his Golpel, 
for the many Imperfe&ions, which a ferious 
Review will always difeover in our belt Dif- 
pofitions and Performances: that we earneftly 
beg the needful Aid of his holy Spirit, to carry 
us, in this and every Virtue, beyond the poor 
infufficicnt Lengths, which fallen and unaflift- 
ed Nature can go. All thi.s God hath en¬ 
joined: and thofe who prelumptuoufly or care r 
lefsly neglect it, he will not, he cannot, ac¬ 
cept; how fair an Appearance foever they 
make, in the Eyes of others, or their own. 

Having thus explained the Notion of true 
Chriltian Charity, or Love to Mankind, I 
proceed, 

II- To Ihew the Value and Advantages of 
it; firlt to thd World in general, then to the 
charitable themlelves. 

The Importance of a focial Spirit to the Hap- 
pinefs of Society, the Neceflity of mutual 
Friendlinefs among Creatures fo mutually de¬ 
pendent. 
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pendent, of Companion in a World fo full of 
Mifery, of a mild forgiving Temper amidd fo 
much Frailty, Thoughtleffnefs, and Ignorance, 
need not be proved;«and, one fhould think, 
•cannot eafily be overlooked. The hcavieft and 
bittered Part of the Sufferings of Life will be 
found, I believe, on Inquiry, to flow, from 
Want of Good-will, or Want of Care to fhew 
it: and what Felicity then would there rife 
from Mens becoming univerfally reafonable, 
humane and courteous 5 attentive to the Inte- 
refts and Inclinations, the Hopes and Fears, the 
Wants and Sorrows, one? of another ? But, not 
to amufe ourfelves with the vain Expe&ation 
of every one acting thus, let each Perfon only 
think, what beneficial Effects, to thofe about 
him, would follow from his own doing it. 

Good-nature, though exprefled but in the 
flighted Intercourfes of Life, gives Pleafure, 
and encourages rfght Behaviour fttfficiently to 
make it worthy of being looked on, even ia 
this lowed: View, as a Duty of great Confe- 
quence. Whatever hath an immediate and 
continual Influence on theHappinefs of others, 
be it in ever fo trifling Indances, mud, on the 
Whole, have a much greater Influence than 
we are apt to imagine. Even the Idler De- 
menflrations, therefore, of obliging Condew 

Q^4 fcenfioh 
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feenfion in Superiors, of Refpe&fulnefs and 
Deference in Inferiors, of Defire to pleafc,»and 
Willingncfs to be pleafed, amongd Equals, 
are Matters highly worjdi regarding; Ways 
in fome or other of which we can every one of ^ 
us be good to all around us: and it is the 
only Goodnefs that mod of them want from 
us. 

But no one either needs or ought to confine 
the Proofs of his Bent\ olcnce to fuch narrow 
Bounds : but, without feeking much for Op¬ 
portunities of cxercifing it, (an Employment, 
however, the mod rational and honourable • 
of all others) will eafily find no contemptible 
ones laid in his Way, be his Condition in the 
' World* aimed what it will. Thofe of didin- 
guilhed Rank, for Indancc, do the mod ex- 
tenfive and important Service to their Fellow- 
creatures, while they recommend the Pra&ice 
of Religion, of Virtue, of Phidence, by their 
Example, and inforce it by their Authority. 
Perfons engaged in a Life of Bufinefs, have 
confiderable an 4 frequent Opportunities of 
Ihewing valuable Kindnefs to Numbers, at 
one Time or another, in their refpe<dive 
Profeflions, with little or no Lofs or Trouble 
to themfelves. They, whom a better Un- 
4erdanding, or longer Experience, hath 

made 
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made abler Judges of any Branch of Con¬ 
duct than others, what Opportunities have 
they of directing the ignorant, warning the 
thoughtlefs, and fetting the mistaken right, 
where, perhaps, an Error petfifted in may 
be fatal to them for ever ? Eipecially if fuch 
as are intitled to give Advice, would but Study 
a little, firft to make good Counfel agreeable, 
and afterwards, if there be Occafion, Repent¬ 
ance eafy, by receiving Offenders back from 
wrong Courfes with Tcndernefs, and endea¬ 
vouring to Shelter them from hard Cenfurcs, 
on Account of the Faults they have once 
forfoken. 

But above mofl others, they, to whom God 
» 

hath intrufted Riches, have obvious and daily 
Opportunities of doing Good, by extending 
Bounty to the poor: under which Name, \ 
though all ought to be included, whofe Cir¬ 
cumstances are too ftrait for the Station in; 
which they are obliged to apppar; yet theloweft 
Part of the World hath undoubtedly, in gene¬ 
ral, by much the ftrongeft Title to*the Benefit 
of that Denomination. For the Diftreffes of 
thefe, when helplefs through Age or Infirmi¬ 
ties, or funk under the Burden of a numerous 
Family to feed and cloath, are heavy to a De¬ 
gree, of which they, who fee nothing around 
" them 



SERMON X. 


*34 

them but Plenty and Chearfulnefs, ufually 
think little. And yet they are bound to think 
often and ferioufly, that our Maker’s Provi¬ 
dence hath not permitted io great Inequalities 
of Condition in the human Species, lbr one 
Part of them to laimiifh in .Milbrv, and the 
other to look down with Contempt upon 
them. God accepirth not the Per fins of 
Princes, nor rcgnrdetb the rich more them the 
poor: for they arc all the Work of his Hands 1 ". 
And his gracious Intention was, that the 
Virtues of Beneficerce on one Hand and Gra¬ 
titude on the other, fhould he exercifed, and 
the Joy, both of doing and receiving Good, 
be felt amongfl Men. We are, therefore, 
none of us, at Liberty, either to with-hold 
our due Proportion out of Covetoufnefs, or td 
dliable ourielves from giving it by Expences 
of other Kinds. It is true, indeed, even Lux¬ 
ury, by the Multitudes it employs, performs 
in Part the Work of Charity; for fo the 
Wildcm of Heaven hath ordered Things, that 
fuch as will do n6 Good from right Motives, 
/hall do fome by their very Vices. But then 
the Good done by luxurious Expenfrvenefs is 
very unequally done; and to fuch, for the molf 
Part, as need and deferve it leaft: befides that. 


• Job xxxiv. 19. 
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all the While, it doth infinite* Harm both to 
private and public Virtue and Happincfs. 
Ufelefs Profeflions are increafed and enriched, 
while the more neceflary ones are left defti- 
tute of Hands, or empoverifhed by the exor¬ 
bitant Price of Labour: a fuperfluous Num¬ 
ber, well able to work, are maintained ifr 
Idlenefs, and too commonly in Wickedncfs 
alfo; while true Obje&s of .Compafiion are 
left to the fcanty Allowance of the Law. 
Befides, other Evils, abfolutely infeparable 
from Luxury, would greatly over-balance the 
above-mentioned accidental good Confc- 
quences arifing from it, were they much 
more confiderable than they are. It gives, in 

Wv 

many Refpects, a very wrong Turn to the 
Minds of the great; and excites a mod; perni¬ 
cious Emulation of their Follies and Sins in 
thofe below them: tempts both to fuch Beha¬ 
viour, and entangles both in fuch Difficulties, 
as have every where proved the final Ruin of 
all Virtue and all Happinefs public and private. 
But were it to do no harrrf at all, and ever fo 
much Goods yet who, that indulges himfeff in 
it, can ferioufty fay he intended that Good; in¬ 
tended any Thing indeed, but the Gratification 
effhisown Vanityand Vohiptuoufnefs? Where¬ 
as, enjoying one Pitt of a large Income, With 

decent 
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decent Moderation, and difpoling of the other 
in prudent Liberalities, produces Good every 
Way; may better, both here and to Eternity, 
the Condition of thole who partake of fuck 
Bounty; and mull be beneficial in the highelt 
Degree to him, who bellows it from a Senfe 
of Duty: which «•; the fccond Particular 
wherein the Value n au ■ C harity was pro- 
pofed to be {hewn. 

The wife Author of cur Beings hath kindly 
formed us all with a natural Tendernefs 
towards each other: which, as it gives us 
Pain on the feeing or hearing of the Mileries 
of our Fellow-creatures, unlefs we wickedly 
harden ourieives againll them ; fo it rewards 
us, fvhen we relieve them, with the fwceieft 
Joy that we are capable of experiencing: a 
Joy that neither is fucccedcd by uneafy Re¬ 
flections, like many others; nor vanilhes 
quickly into nothing, like moll others: but 
which the Heart, dwells upon with lalting 
Delight and humble Sdf-approbation. But 
were this Pleafuro much lei's, than whoever 
habituates himfclf to it will find it to be, the 
fame Goodnefs of Nature, which is the Parent 
of charitable Beneficence, is alfo the belt Quali¬ 
fication for enjoying the Satisfactions and mo¬ 
derating the Vexations df focial Life: and 

therefore 
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therefore we cannot do a more prudent Thing, 
than to ftrengthen it by Exercifc. Belidcs, 
Good-will to others gives us the ltircft Claim, 
that any Thing can give, to Good-will in ^ 
Return ; the Proofs of which'we may eafily 
come to want on many Occafions. But 
though the World, and even thofe Perfons in 
it whom we have ferved, recompcnfe us ever 
lb iU, yet not the finallcfl kind Ad ion, that 
we have cither done or designed, fliall be loft. 
For God fees them all; and will be propor¬ 
tionally gracious, not only to the Virtues, hut 
even the Failings of thofe, who have made it 
their faithful Care to lliew the Mercy which 
they hope to receive. 

And this is that ncvcr-failingMotivctouni- 
vcrfal Benevolence, which the Text urges: have 
fervent Charity among yourfefves: for Charity 
jhall cover the Multitude of Sins. N ot that either 
the outward Ads, or even the inward Temper, 
of this one Virtue, though it*were extended to 
all our Fellow-creatures, and much left if only 
to fome fmall Part of them/nor that perhaps 
the moft,deferving, fhall cxcufc the wilful and 
unrepented Neglcd, either of due Reverence to 
God, or moral Government of ourfelves in other 
Refpeds. But feldom, indeed, will it happen, 
if at all, that the profane or debauched, let them 

be 
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be called the beft-natured Men that ever were, 
fhall do near fo much Good as Harm in the 
World, were the whole Confequences of their 
Behaviour well computed. But could this be 
ever lb much othervvile, yet to honour and 
worfliip our Maker, in the Manner which he 
hath appointed, is one of our effential Obli¬ 
gations, and to obferve the Rules of Chaftity 
and Temperance, Decency and Order, is ano¬ 
ther. Now what we are bound to obferve, 

V 

wc cannot poflibly be left at Liberty to break 
through or defpiie. And therefore be not 
deceived: God is not mocked f . W'hoever lives 
in the known and indulgent Tranfgreffion of 
any Duty, or Commillion of any Sin, what¬ 
ever Excellencies in other Points he may 
fcemingly or really have, fhall not enter into 
the Kingdom of God. Great Promifes are 
made to other tingle Virtues, in other Paf- 
lages of Scripture, as well as to Charity in this* 
And the Meaning is not, that we may get to 
Heaven by any one good Quality that we 
pleafe : for furely there will no one be found fo 

bad as to have none : but each of them is fup- 

* 

poled, though pra&ifed more eminently than 
the reft, to be accompanied by them ; not fe- 
parated from them, andfet upagainft them: a 


f Garl. \ i. 7. 
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Suppofiti'n made will flill more Reafbn in the 
prdenl C. fe, than any other of the lame Kind: 
becaufe the tiuc Love to our Neighbour not 
only comprehends e\cry good Difpofition to- 
waids him, but flows from Lt^e to God, and 
Faith in our bleflbd Redeemer, and dutiful 
Regard to the Motions of the Holy Spirir. 
Indeed ail thcle united, in the poor Degree 
that we poflfefs them, can by no Means merit 
Pardon for oui Failures in all^ but only qua¬ 
lify us for obtaining that Mercy which St. 
Peter , in the beginning of this Lpiftle, 
aferibes to the Sprinkling of the Blood of f (jus 
Chrijl % . And nothing Ids than a prevailing 
Habit of every Yii tue will complete our Qua¬ 
lification for final xAcccptance: but that of 
each particular one /hall contribute towards 
it, in Proportion to its Value. And as Bene¬ 
ficence, pra&ifed in its whole La tent on 
right Principles, is of the liighdl Value, 
the Text very jjropcrly teaches, and was 
defigned only to teach, that Charity, Kind- 
nefs to our’Fellow-creatures, pra<f tiled from 
a Principle of Confcience, in every Way that 
we have Opportunity, Ihall contribute, in a 
diftinguifhed Manner, to fit us for receiving 
Forgivenefs from our Creator, and thus Hull 


« 1 Pet« u 2. 


cover 
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cover the Multitude of our Sins at the laft 
Day. Since, therefore, being good to our 
Brethren will give us a peculiar Claim to the 
Goodnefs of our heavenly Father: whoever 
is fenfible of his paft Offences, let hun t*ke 
this Way efpecially of evidencing his Repen¬ 
tance; and whoever would intitle himfelf 
after Death to the noblefl: of Rewards, let 
him ferve God throughout Life in this moft 
excellent of all Duties. 


S E R- 
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Mattb. x. 34. 

T/jM not that I am come to fend Peace on Earth: 
I came not to fend Peace , hut 'a Sword. 

T HAT thefe Words of our bleiTed Saviour 
cxprels, not the Defign of his appear¬ 
ing in the World, but the Effect it would have 
very contrary to his Dellgn, through the 
Wickednefs of Men, both his Life and Doc¬ 
trine fufficiently ihew; and, indeed, all Sorts 
of Men have acknowledged. For though too 
many C'hriftians have a< 5 led as if they under- 
ftood him to defire what he only foretels, and 
thought it their Duty to make h?s Words 
good: yet none of them, I think, have ever 
profefied to underfland him fo. Apd Infi¬ 
dels thcmfelves have done hirne the Jufticeof 
allowing, that he meant to eflablilh Good-will 
and Virtue among Men. But then his Reli¬ 
gion, they fay, hath fo miferably failed of an- 
fwering his Purpofe, hath produced filch 
dreadful Evils, and been of fo exceeding final! 
Vol.II. R Benefit, 
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Benefit, that they cannot imagine a wife and 
good Being, as God is, would ever take fuch 
very extraordinary Methods as the Gofpel af- - 
ferts, to introduce and cftablifh it. And 
though few, it may be hoped, will think it 
rcafonable to carry the Matter thus far; yet 
many may be tempted by fuch confident Af- 
firmations, if not to doubt of the Truth of 
Chriflianity, yet to have lefs Delight in it, 
Ids Thankfulnefs and Zeal for it, than they 
would otherwife have. 

We (hall do well, therefore, to inquire, both 
'how far the Fa<5ts allcdgcd in this Objection 
are true, and whether the Conclufion drawn 
from them is juft. 

That con lid cr able Evils have taken their 
Rife from our Saviour’s Dodrine, muft be 
owned. He himfelf, we fee, declares they 
would: and he had Reafons to declare it in 
Terms as ftrong, as the Truth w T ould war¬ 
rant. For ac the Jews expected nothing but 
Peace and Profperity, for themfelves at lead, 
under their Mcjjiah , it was both honourable 
and prudent to give them fair Warning of 
what was to happen, that they might not firft 
be elevated with falle Hopes and heated into 
jfc’tiimiptuous Behaviour, and then complain 
they had been deceived, and milled. Befides, 
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as he undoubtedly thought the lcafl Degree 
of Evil a great deal too much, he could not 
fpeak /lightly of that which he forefaw. But 
dill he could never defign to fay, that it would 
qver-balance or go near to equaf the Good: 
for thus he might have diferedited his own 
Million, and contradided the whole Tenour 
of his own Difcourfes. 

The Allegations, therefore, of the Argument 
before us cannot be proved from this Text, 
nor, indeed, from any other. But the whole 
Proof mud be drawn from the natural Ten¬ 
dency of Chriflianity, and the Experience of 
its EfFeds. Now it cannot, confidently .with 
common Modefty, be denied, that the Ten¬ 
dency of Chriflianity to the Welfare of Man¬ 
kind is very powerful. Judice and Mercy, 
Obedience to Superiors, Condcfcenfion to In¬ 
feriors, mutual Tendernefs and mutual Ufe- 
fulnefs, are the main Precepts that cvfcry 
where occur in it: to thefc peculiarly the Re¬ 
ward of everlafling Happinefs is annexed; 
and nothing contrary to them is ever taught 
throughout the Scripture. It is very true. 
Pleas have been made from it in Support of 
Tyranny and Cruelty; but they are fo abfo- 
lutely groundlefs, that Unbelievers themfelvcs 
have vindicated our Religion in this Rcfpett, 

R 2 by 
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by charging it on thofe whom they appre¬ 
hended to claim exorbitant Powers, that they 
afliimed what their own iacred Books did not 
give them the lead Colour for. 

Nor indeed do I remember any Accufatiop 
againft the Gofpel, as hurtful in its Nature, at 
all worth Notice, excepting that of the great 
Strefs it is laid to lay on right Belief: from 
whence, we are told, all who imagine each 
other to believe amil's have been prompted to 
reciprocal Hatred and Perfecution.; whereas, 
the Heathens had no Articles of Faith, and 
therefore lived in Peace*. But indeed every 
Profqflion, both of Religion and Irreligion, 
mud have fome Belief to ground itfelf upon : 
elfe it will be a Profedion of Nothing. Dei (Is, 
and even Athcids, have their Creed; confid¬ 
ing, as they would find upon Inquiry, of 
much dranger Do&rincs than ours doth: 
which alfo they believe to be of vad Import¬ 
ance, otherwise they w ould be felf-condemned 
for propagating it. Nay, if we may judge of 
what many of them would do, by the Spirit 
they manifed in what they fay: as they in¬ 
veigh againd Chridianity now both with Bit- 

ternefs and Unfairnefs, they would employ 

* 

a Sec Letter to the Miniftettof Moffat, p. 7, and the An Aver 
to it. 

againft 
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againfl it, if they had Power, Violence as well 
as Fraud b . Then, as for the Heathens, whole 
Mildnefs in thefe Matters is fo extolled; both 
Jews and Chrijlians had molt dreadful Expe¬ 
rience of their Want of it. Nor were they 
by any Means totally guiltlefs of religious 
Quarrels among themfclves. Nor hath the 
Gofpol given the lead: Encouragement to fuch 
Quar rfcls by the Faith it requires. So much 
IVtth it mull require, as may be a Founda¬ 
tion for the Duties it enjoins. But all unne- 
ceffiry Speculations it condemns in the fulldl 
and llronFeft Terms. Be Mens Faith ever lo 
right, it tells them plainly they lhall never be 
rewarded, without every Part of a good Life: 
and be their Faith ever fo wrong, it neither 
permits unkind Ulage of them in this World, 
nor harfh Judgment with Refpedt to another. 
There are, indeed, awful Denunciations in the 
Bible, againil fuch as corrupt the Gofpel, turn 
the Grace of God into Lafcivioufnefs c , or abulc 
it to patronize any Kind of Immorality. But 
Nothing fevere is ever faid of* well-meaning 
Perfons that miflake ; nor any Thing more 
fevere of bad Men that err in Opinion, than 
of bad* Men that do not. Nor can there be 

hLeland again ft Tin dal, Vol.I. p. 302—312. c Jude 4. 
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Rrider Injunctions againft any Thing, or in- 
forced with better Arguments, than thofe of 
Chrijl and his Apoftles again ft all Sorts of Per- 
fecution. So that had they eftablilhcd ever 
fo many Articles of Faith, and kid ever ft> 
much Weight upon them, yet as they have cer¬ 
tainly laid equal Weight at leaft on brotherly 
Love, mutual Forbearance, and univerfal Cha¬ 
rity : they can never have authorised doing 
any Harm in the World. And the Religion 
they taught is confeffedly fitted to do all the 
Good in it, which the pureft Precepts, and the 
ftrongeft Inducements to praCHle them, the 
moft regular Care to inftruft Men, and the 
moft friendly Dilcipline to watch over them, 
are capable of. 

Yet fome, notwithftanding, will infift, that 
in FaCt it hath done Harm: and aeainft FaCt 
there is no arguing. But, in . the Nature of 
Things, Nothing can do what it hath no Man¬ 
ner of Tendency to do. Chriftianity therefore 
may have been the Pretence, may have been the 
Occalion, of Evil; but the Caufe it cannot. 
However, let us inquire, what the Proof is of 
its having any Way occafioned near fo much 
Harm, as it hath dire&ly produced Good. We 
readily confefs, a long Catalogue may with Eafe 
be given of the Sins and Sufferings that have. 

followed 
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followed its Appearance and Eftablifhment. In 
the fir ft Place, its ProfefTors underwent griev¬ 
ous Perfecutions from the reft of Mankind. 
But evidently this is no more to be charged 
# upon£hriftianity, than the Injuries which the 
wicked have often done to the good, on Ac¬ 
count of their Goodnefs, arc to be charged on 
moral Virtue. In the next Place, the Jews, 
having; offended God bv their inhuman Treat- 

c y 

ment of the Gofpcl, were permitted, by his juft 
Providence, to turn the fame bitter Spirit againft 
each other, and againft the Romans, and fo to 
bring on themftlves utter Deilru&Lon. But 
here alfo Chriftiauity is pecfe-ftly clear, unlefs 
it be an innocent Man's Fault, that a Criminal 
is punched for having robbed ormurdered him. 
And theft Things it probably was that our Sa¬ 
viour had chiedy in V iqw, when he fpoke in 
- the Text of a Sword to be fent on the Earth j 
or, as, perhaps, it ftiould be tranflated, on the 
Land , the Country of Judea. 

But, we muft acknowledge farther, Difcord 
and Divifions prevailed veryfoonamong Chrif- 
tians alfo, and produced lamentable Effects: till 
they came at Length to exercife Barbarities one 
towards another, equal to any they had fullered 
from Infidels. But then it ought to be allowed 

R 4 us 
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us in Return, that though unjuft fpiritualCen-* 
lures began even in the fecond Century, and the 
lower Degrees of temporal Perfecution, fuch 
as Banilhmcnt and Confifcation, in the fourth, 
very foon after they had Power: yet the utmoft f 
Extremities were introduced much later, nor 
did they receive the formal Sanction of the fu- 
preme Authority, till many Ages after. I be¬ 
lieve Twelve Hundred Years had palled, before 
any Law was made in any Chriftian State for 
putting Men to Death on Account of erroneous 
Faith. Since that Time, indeed, moft Shocking 
Tragedies have been atted by a wicked Zeal for 
Religion, But then many, that have teemed 
to proceed from that Caufe, were but the real 
Truth known, would in all Likelihood be 
found, and indeed often have been found, to 
proceed from quite other Motives. Intercfts 
andRcfentments have been covered perpetually 
with a Malic of Piety. Zealots have often 
been only the Inftruments of Parties, while 
they teemed to be their Dire&ors • and. the Mil- 
chief, done in the Name of God, would have 
been as certainly done without it under fomc 
other Pretence, if that had not offered itfelf. 
Religion is a fpecious Plea* and therefore was 
ufed whenever it could: but any Plea willfcrve 

for 
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for what Men are bent to do. And if the 
Mifchiefs that have been difguiled under a 
Form of Godlinefs, could not in lome Cafes 
have been fo eailly or fo effectually aceom- 
% plifhed elfe: yet the Whole of them ought 
not to be attributed even to the Pretence of 
Piety: but only fo much as would not have 
happened, had not that been ufed. Religious 
Animofities, religious Wars, have been fre- 
quent and dreadful. But can wc imagine, 
that if thefe • had been avoided, no others 
would have ariicn, during all the Time that 
they have filled ? Such a Notion would argue 
ftrange Ignorance of human Nature. So that 
in Ages when the World hath appeared to 
fuffer very much from the Abul'cs of Reli¬ 
gion, it may indeed have fuffered, very little 
from them. And of what it hath fuffered, 
one great Part may have proceeded, not from 
the Bigotry of Believers, but the Artifices of 
fuch as were inwardly Unbelievers. 

But befides the Evil <>f Difcord, Chriftianity 
hath been accufed of obftru<*fcing Knowledge, 
and promoting Ignorance in the World d . But 
in what Condition was the World before 
Chriftianity ? Did not the grofleft Ignorance, 

4 That Chriftianity hath not been hurt by the Increafe of * 
Knowledge, fee Warburton, VoU II, Serin, xv. 

about 
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about Matters of the higheft Importance to 
Men, prevail almoft every where, even in the 
politeft and beft inftrulted Nations ? And if 
the fuccccding Times were not learned, what 
el(e could be ex pelted; when the Roman Em¬ 
pire, debafed and funk under Tyranny and 
Luxury before it received the Gofpcl, was 
foon after diifolved by that Inundation of Bar¬ 
barians that ovorfpread li-urop? with War and 
Defolation ? By thefe Heathens it was that 
Arts and Sciences were brought fo low. 
What remained of Learning, remained among 
Chriftians: and as they became Chriftians, 

they fliared in it. Little was left indeed. 
* 

But had it not been for the ProfeiTors, and 
particularly the Teachers of this Religion, to 
which fome would impute all the Darkncfs 
of the middle Ages, every Monument of 
ancient Days muft probably have been loft*. 
Chriftians they were tod, and principally Cler¬ 
gymen, that b.tvje reftoredand improved Learn¬ 
ing fince ; and the Chrlflian World is at this 
Day the Seat ofdt. Nor will the Unbelievers 
amongft us, I am pcrftxaded, pretend, that what 
they have contributed to make it fo, is at all 
material in Comparifon, or prefume to mention 

e The religions Orders eftablifhed in the nth Century, revived 
Learning in the 12th, See 'Journ. da S$. July, 1744. p. 317- 

the 
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the Names of their few and arrogant Leaders 
in Competition with the Multitudes of truly 
great Me$, who have adorned the Faith of 
Chrijl by their diflinguifhed Excellence in 
every Branch of Philofophylmd Literature* 
Indeed Learning is of fuch eminent Service, 
both to the Underftanding and the Proof of 
our Religion, that we muft of Necefiity fup- 
port it. And accordingly, more are bred up 
to Learning with a View of being dedicated 
to the Miniflry of the Gofpel, than with any 
other whatever. Few of them, in Propor¬ 
tion, we own, make great Improvements : but 
few in any Profeitlon do. And preferving 
thus, though it be but a moderate Degree of 
Knowledge, amongft Men, cannot fail to be 
exceedingly ufcful; efpecially of that Know¬ 
ledge which immediately relates to their moral 
Conduct. But were Infidelity once to prevail, 
the chief Inducements to all Applications of 
this Sort would ceafe; ibyce any one would 
tak<? the Pains to learn, what it would be no 

4 

one’s particular Duty to teach j worldly 
Puriuits and fenfual Indulgences, having little 
to check .them, would almoft wholly ingrofs 
the Attention of Mankind $ and produce not 
only a .Negleft, but V Contempt, of more 

liberal 
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liberal Studies; as I fear we have begun to 
experience already. 

But we fhall be told, that how little Harm, 
or how much Service foevcr, Chriflianity 
may have done to Learning; it hath c'ontri- 
buted nothing to the Virtue or Ilappincfs of 
Mankind, and therefore cannot be a Religion 
worthy of Cod. Now, on the contrary, we 
apprehend, it hath contributed to both thefe 
very greatly: and it teems the Extremity of 
Unreafonablcnefs to fay, that, in Spite of all 
its Precepts, Promifes and Threatenings, it can 
make Multitudes had, and yet by th tForce 
of them all can make no one trood. There is 

O 

vitibly no Poffthility that either better Rules 
of Life fhould be given, or more intercfling 
Motives to obferve them, than the Gofpel 
hath given. It mufl therefore reform thofe, 
whom any Doctrine can : and the only Ob¬ 
jection againfl it on this Head mufl be, that 
it doth not reform thofe whom no Doctrine 
can. 

Still it will be fa id; look into the 

of Chriitian Nations, into that of th 

tian Clergy in particular ; and what will you 

find, but the fame, wrong Inclinations and 

¥ 

wrong Behaviour, in at lead the fame Degree 
as amongfl other Men ? And it mufl: be 

owned. 


f 

u 

Hiftbry 

Chrif- 
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owned, the ProfefTors of the Gofpel in gene¬ 
ral, but the Minifters of it above all, (becauie, 
though on the Whole we have by no Means 
been worle, yet we ought to have been far 
better than the reft) have mubh Caule to be 
'humble before God and the World for the 
Difhonour we have ddhe by our Negligence, 
our Scnfualitv, oiir Haughtine-fs, our Arnbi- 
tion, our Covetoufnefs, our Unfairnefs, our 
Bittcrncis, to the worthy and holy Name 


whereby we are called. Hut as to the Degree 
of thefe Faults, it iliculd he ohfcivcd, th.it if 
Sins and Follies make the chief i* noire in 

t > 

Chriftian Hiftories, fo they do and inn ft in all 
Hiftories. Virtuous and quiet Times, be 


they ever fo long, virtuous and quiet Men, be 
they ever fo many, furnifh thirdly but ftender 
Materials for a Narration, and fill up but a 
fmall Space in it f ; whereas great Notice is 
taken of the bad Things that arc*done in the 
World, partly from a natural Dillike of 
Wickedneft, partly from perfonal Hatred to 
fome of thofe who commit it, and partly 
alfo from the Pleafure Men have in framing 
Comparifons advantageous to themfelves. But 
efpecially the Failings of fucli as lie under 


f Ei ftr>K y*f v<ntf» imBteit •» lcogwyg*$eit 
xou !>«.«{-—ux at tiwoSurtn/f, « it T*{ r«w«f 

xffi'xttfyit vfozfvflg. Sodt Hilt. Bed. in fine. 
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peculiar Obligations of being pious and ex¬ 
emplary, will always be feen in the very 
ftrongeft Light, and Blame thrown upon 
them beyond all Proportion, when they adfc 
amifs. But when Men aft well, and Things 
go on right, very little is laid. The Good do 
not proclaim their own Goodnefs: and the 
World is feldom very inquifitive about, it 5 
hath other Matters to mind; thinks at the 
moft they do but their Duty, and is much 
apter to feek for,, and imagine Faults, than to 
own and remember Virtues. 

In the primitive Times, when few were 
tempted to profefs the Faith of Chrift but 
fuch as embraced it in Earned:, and his Dif- 
ciplcs were eafily dillinguilhed from the reft 
of Mankind, the Fruits of the Gofpel bore 
a molt convincing Teftimony in its Favour. 
But when once the Profeffion grew general, 
and profitable: when real and pretended 
Chriftians were rpixed together, and the vir¬ 
tuous hid amongft the immoral, no Wonder 
if then the Benefit was lefs remarkable. The 
whole promifeuous Collection going all under 
one Name, and many of them feeming but 
little die better for their Faith, both partial 
and carelefs Obfervers have haffcily concluded 
that few or none are the better at all. And 


yet. 
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yet, there are great Numbers on the Whole, 
much greater than either the prolane are ready 
to think, or even the pious have commonly 
the Means of knowing, whole* Hearts and 
Lives their Belief hath wonderfully amended : 
fome of good Difpoiitions railed by it to 
eminent Goodnels: others of bad Difpoiitions 
excited to refill them efte&uallv. And how 
much the Influence of religious Principles and 
religious Perfons, whom our Saviour calls the 
Salt of the 'Earth *, may contribute to preferve 
even the bad' part of Mankind from utter 
Corruption and Diflblution, is not perhaps 
often fuificiently confidered. 

But were it true, though it neither is nor 
can be, that the virtuous would be equally 
virtuous without the Precepts, without the 
# Promifcs, without the Grace of the Gofpel: 
yet there is no Pretence, that they would be 
equally happy too. For the Chiillian Doc¬ 
trine is adapted throughout in the bight(l 
Degree to fupport them under the Difficul¬ 
ties of Duty, and the Afflictions of Life, by 

• 

fuch Aflurances, as Reafon unafiiflcd can 
never give, that God will pardon, flrengthen, 
and reward them, both here and to Eternity. 
Poflibly to fome this may feem at prefent a 

, % Matth. r. fj. 
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fmall Matter. But there will come a Time, 
may it come before it be too late! when 
they will be fcnfiblc, that thefe are the moll 
important of all Things. 

It mull not be objected, that Believers in , 
the Cofpcl arc often full of Doubts and 
Terrors* For Believers in Natural Religion 
alone have infinitely more Caufe for them, 
as both their Rule and their Hopes are infi¬ 
nitely more oblcure. Nor mull it be argued, 
that if Chriflianity adds to the Happinefs of 
the virtuous here, it adds alio to the Un- 
cafinefs of the vicious: for they ought to be 
uneafy for the World’s Sake and their own. 
It may force them to grow better; if not, it 
may rdlrain them from growing worfe: at 
leafl, fooner or later, it may bring them back, 
in Part if not wholly ; and thus prevent an 
unknown Quantity of Evils, which elfe they 
would fuffer, and make thofc around them 
futfer. So that, jindeed, no one Perfon, where 
the Gofpel is at all underllood, can well fail 
to be in fome Reaped: a Gainer by it. And 
be its good Influence ever fo fmall on 
each fingly, yet the Sum total mull be very 
large. ’ It is foon laid in an angry Mood, 
that Religion doth no Good; for the World 
cannot be worfe that it is. But confi- 

der 
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der a little what the Face of Things would be, 
were the forming Hand of Chriftian Education 
to ceafe from its Work, and the continual Warn¬ 
ings of Chriftian Inftru&ion to be laid alide. 
Nothing could be fubftituted comparable to 
them: Nothing would be fubftituted at alk 
Attempts for it, if they were made, which pro¬ 
bably they might not be in Hafte, would be 
difunlted and inconfiftent, difregarded and fuc- 
cefslefs i all Perfons would be left in a great 
Meafure, and the lower and larger Part intirely, 
to the Guidance of Appetites and Paflions 
grown up wild, with a very poor Mixture of a 
Reafon uninformed, and more likely to be fub* 
fervient and do Mifchief, than govern and do 
good. 

Nor have they alone, who profefs Chrifti- 
anity, been made wiler and better by it, but 
others alfo. The chief Part of what is valu¬ 
able in the Mahometan Religion, which hath 
fpread exceedingly wide, is probably derived 

from the Old and New Teftament. Arid cer- 

* 

tainly the Unbelievers amongft^mrfelves, who 
would fain reprefent Revelation as ufelcfs, have, 
notwithftanding, borrowed from it thole ra¬ 
tional Notions of Piety and Virtue, which they 
pretend to be the natural Growth of their own 
. Underftandings. For few' or none of the moll 

Vol. II, S . learned 
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learned of their ^Heathen Predeceflors Jiad 
them: but fcarce the mod ignorant of their 
Chridian Contemporaries are without them. 

Nor fhould we confider only what Good the 
Gofpel hath done in other Refpedts, but how 
* much Superftition particularly it hath extin¬ 
guished or prevented. The Superditions it hath 
occafioned, we are continually told of: but 
many feem to have forgot thofe it found in the 
World i the mod abfurd and abjedt, the mod 
expenfivc and troublefome, the.moif lmmoral 
and barbarous, that could be. And none were 
more cruel, or upheld by a more dreadful 
Church-tyranny, than thofe of the Drujds in 
this Nation. Now who can fay, how long 
any of thefe might have continued; who can 
fay, how much worfe they might have become, 
and have been at this Day, if Chridianity had 
not rooted them out ? The very groffed Cor¬ 
ruptions of it, afterwards, were hot quite fo 
bad as thofe preceding Enormities. Befides, 
in many Countries, but in none more com¬ 
pletely than qur own, the Reformation of it 
hath driven out thbfe Abufes, which the Per- 
verfionof it brought in: and it continually 
bears Tedimony againd them, wherever the 
.. Scripiureis freely read. Superdition is by no 

Means 


l 
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Means an Effeift of Religion, but a natural 
Weaknefs in the human Mind, to which it 
may be greatly fubjed even without Religion^ 
The Gofpel was intended to dcftroy it: die 
Clergy are intended for a ftanding Guard 
againft it: and though too much of it /till 
prevails among Chriftians, yet very much 
more prevails in all the reft of die World. 

Taking therefore into our View the whole 
Benefit of the Scripture-revelation, both what 
it hath effected, and what it hath hindered: 
had it been the Pretence or the Occafion for 
all the Harm that is .alledged, it may yet have 
been the dired Caufe of unfpeakably more # 
Good j and Nothing can be unfairer, than at¬ 
tending only to one Side of the Account, in- 
ftead of both. Indeed to ftate both exactly, 
or make any Balance approaching towards 
Accuracy, is utterly impoflible, where fo*vaft 
a Number pf Things and Circumftances, 
through fo large a Part of the t World and fo 
long a Succeffion of Ages, muft come in before 
a Judgment can be formed. Every ope may 
allert as boldly as he will to the Disadvantage 
of Chriftianity. But to prove the Aftertion 
from Fad muft be infuperabty difficult. And 
when Fads cannot be fufficieo&Ly ascertained 

$ 2 jf and 
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and compared, the Prefumption will always be 
a very juft and flrong one, that every Thing 
hath produced thofe Eflfe&s chiefly, which its 
natural Tendency flts it to produce. Now the 
good Tendency of Chriflianity no candid andi 
confiderate Rea (oner will ever difpute. 

But one Objection farther hath been raifed, 
that how difficult foever it may be to judge of 
a Series of pafl Times, yet the Confequcnces 
of .introducing the Gofpel into Heathen Na¬ 
tions in our own Times may be judged of: and 
we have imparted it to none, but we have made 
them worfe than we found them. Now fup- 
% pofing this dreadful Imputation true, is it by 
teaching them our Religion, that we have cor¬ 
rupted them, or by teaching them Sins ablo- 
lutely ’inconfiflent with our Religion ? Had 
they learned our Chriflianity without our De¬ 
bauchery, which is furely no Part of it, their 
Condition had been infinitely better than it 
was before: jmd had they learned our De¬ 
bauchery without our Chriflianity, it had been 
flill worfe than it is now. 

Nor doth this Obfervation hold with Rcfpedt 
to them only, but ourfelves too. We compare 
the prefentChriftian Times, in which number- 
lefs Incentives to Luxury and aU Manner of 

Wicked- 
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Wickcdnefs abound, with the ancient Heathen 
ones, when the Poverty and Simplicity of their 
Manner of Life fecured them from adding ar¬ 
tificial, to their natural. Vices: and in what¬ 
ever we find or imagine ourfelves worfe than 
them, we aferibe it to our Religion. Whereas 
the true Method of comparing is, to take aluxu- 
rious Heathen Nation ; Rowe under its Empe¬ 
rors for ’Inflance; and a luxurious Chriflian 
one and then fee Vv here Crimes will appear 
to be moft general, and carried farthell: .only 
making due Allowance for one Thing, that 
the Sins and Follies we are offended at in out 
own Age, will look greater, becaule they are 
prefent; and yet the Virtues of thofe we live 
amongft will fcem lefs, becaufe Love to our- 
felvcs will tempt us to depreciate thofe, with 
whom we (hall be moft compared; 

But fuppofing it ever fo queflionable/what 
Good, or ever fo clear what Harm, hath pro¬ 
ceeded from Chriftianity; how are we jolli¬ 
fied in doubting on that Account, whether its 
Origin be from God ? Think only of how 
little Benefit Reafon hath been to a great Part 
of Mankind: how much Uneafinefs it hath 
caufcd, by enabling them to.refledl’ on their 
own Difadvantages, Dangers, and Sufferings; 

S 3 how. 
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bow much Mifchief it bath brought to pafs, 
by qualifying them to contrive and execute ill 
Defigns againft each other ; how much wifer 
and better many Brutes are, than many Men : 

yet doth not Reafon proceed from God ? Again:, 

« 

what innumerable Evils in all Ages and Coun¬ 
tries, have civil Governors been the Authors 
of? The Abufes of Chriftianity cannot have 
produced fo much Evil, as the Abufes of tem¬ 
poral Power, becaufe they have not extended 

near fo far. Yet is not Society and civil Go- 

« 

vernment from G od ? Indeed if Nothing could 
be from him, but what in the Event is an Ad¬ 
vantage to us; we mufl deny that the very 
Being of many Pcrfons is derived fiom him: 
for too many doubtlefs had better never have 
been. The Goofk which he intends abfo- 
lutely and unconditionally. Nothing can hin¬ 
der : but where he intends only to afford Men 
the Means of being happy if they will, he 
muft leave it *in their Choice to be otherwife: 
and what he doth 'for theip, is not the lefs 
worthy of him, becaufe they are fo unworthy, 
as to •defpife or turn it againft themfelves. 
For never fure was it made an Argument 
againft the Value of a Medicine, that they 
who neto take it, or who mix Poifon 

with 
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with it, are not the better for it. Whoever 
will give Religion Leave to do him Good, will 
always be an .Evidence of its Ufefulnefs, And 
it is extremely hard, to have thofe alledge 
^againft us that there are but few flich, who are 
continually endeavouring that there may be 
none; and impute that Wickednefs of the 
World to the Want of Efficacy in Chriflianity, 
which is fo very much owing to their own 
profane Difcourfe and licentious Examples. 

But farther: the Gofpel-fcheme is not com¬ 
pleted yet; and the Good it hath hot done, 
it may do ftill. It hath fubfiffed indeed a 
Number of Years, that feemsa large one, and 
fufficient to fhew whatever is to be expected 
from it. But large and fmall are comparative 
Terms: and what Proportion its Duration 
hitherto may bear to* that which it hath to. 
come, or how differently the Power of God 
may be exerted in its Favour ben-after frorti 

k what it is now, we none of us know. But 

® ^ 

this we know “Certainly, that the original Books 
in which it is contained, publiHied. at its firft 
Appearance, foretold both its paft and prefent 
Corruptions, and its future Pupty and univer- 
fal happy Fruit*. The former of thefe Pre¬ 
dictions, that' Chriflianity fhould be made an 

& 4 Inffru- 
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laftrumcn't of Tyranny and Superflition, 
Bloodfhed and DifTolutenefs, was a very a- 
mazing one : a Thing which neither any Sa¬ 
gacity could have forefeen, nor any Enthufiaft 
have believed; nor any Impoftor would have, 
declared, if he had believed it. And there¬ 
fore the Fad, joined with the Prophecy of it, 
far from an Objedion, is a'Proof of our Reli¬ 
gion ; and (hews us to be in the Midft of an 
Event; the melancholy Part of which having 
been fo remarkably fignified to us before-hand, 
we ought by no Means to judge of what will 
follow as we fhould in a common Cafe; but 
firmly believe, that as the My fiery of Iniquity* 
hath been revealed, the Myfiery of God 1 fhall 
be accomplifhed likewife, and Truth and Vir¬ 
tue reign on this Earth. 

But then let us remember, that full enough 
hath been done to verify the firft Set of Pre¬ 
dictions ; and it is high Time we fhould begin 
"tp make good jhe latter. That Chrift hath 
fent a Sword on Earth , no one.doubts : let it 
now be our Cate to fhew him in a more ami¬ 
able Light, as the Prince of Peace . We have 
fufficiently made the Gofpel minifter to Sin: let 
us at laft bring fon^Fruit by it unto Holineji . 

* 2 TheiT. ii. 7. J Rev. x. 7. 


Then 
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Then we fhall bear in our own Breafts the 
fureft, the happieft, the only beneficial Proof 
of its Efficacy ; and have our Conversation fuch 
amongft Unbelievers, that whereas they now 
(peak againjl us as Evil-doers , arid again ft our 
Religion itfelf for our Sakes, they may by our 
good Works , which they Jhall beholdglorify 
God k : thus bringing forward that blefled 
Time, when the Wolf jhall dwell with the 
Lamb, and the Leopard lie do t ivn with the Kid; 
when they Jhall not hurt nor dejlroy in all his 
holy Mountain : for the Earth Jhall be j'ull of 
the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover 
the Sea'. 

Yet even this joyful Scene will be only a 

» 

faint Shadow of that eternal State of Blils, to 
which is refervcd the complete Vindication of 
the Benefits of Chriftianity: and in which, 
however the prelent World were to go on, 
they muft appear with irrefiftible Evidence, 
when the Righteous Jhall jhint forth as the Sun 
in the Kingdom of their Father •% when God Jhall 
wipe away all Lears from their Eyes , and there 
Jhall be no more Death , neither Sorrow nor Cry¬ 
ing , neither Jhall there be any more Pain 0 . 

fc 1 Pet. ii. 12 i Ifaiah xi. 6, 9. 

« Match. Xiii. 43, » Rev. xxi. 4. 
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Isaiah i. 16, 17. 

+—Ceafe to do Evil, learn to do nvell-~~ 

T HE Order, in which thefe Words ar© 
placed, was evidently defigned to teach 
us, that the Foundation of adling right is avoid¬ 
ing every Thing wrong. Several other Parts 
of Scripture lay down the fame Rule in almoft 
the fame Terms*: and many exprefs, or im¬ 
ply, the feme Dodtrine; putting Repentance 
before Faith and Obedience b . Even Heathen 
Authors, in veiy diftant Ages and Countries, 

have given the like Direction 6 . And indeed 

• 

a P&I. xxxiv. 14. xxxvii. 27. Amot v. 1 $. Rom. xiL 9. 
1 Pet. iii. 11. 

* Matth.xxi. 32. Marki. 15. Adhxx. z\ ? Tit. ii. 12, 13. 

a 0t{«Vivii rat «rab£*t [a vm&fe] r« x«8*{]ixi| hpetput* u0’ ora* 
tutfatf 6« ip**, nv$ ctt/lwc Maytt argee ra; afiUf, *• r. K Ccb. Tab. 
p. 35. Ed. Salm. Sapicntia prima eft Stulticia caruitfc. Hor. 
Epift. i. i. Tag anrs poyjkbp 1ig*< myulbf soXXitMt 

fnfiaCau*H* yap* mpilw 1 rot t*f «Wj ww to if rnr 

afaQotf Tfifhe&ah— H r« 

^sgeaior!* Mr«4u nt *t/ay«i*s 

Simpl. in Epi& c. ^ 
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* every one mud own the Judnefs of it: but 
dill very few appear to perceive or attend 
diffidently to its Importance : which, there¬ 
fore I fhall endeavour to rtiew vou, . 

¥ 

I. More briefly, in Refped: of our Con- 
ciiuft in rreneral : 

o 

* II. More at large, in Refpeft of our Beha¬ 
viour to each other. 

1 . In Reipeft of our Conduct in general. 

It is plainly the natural and rational Method, 
to begin with removing what elie will obftruft 
our Prog refs, and to make Unity within our 
'own Breads our earned Care. He who hath 
only confident Puriuits may follow them with 
a Profpctt of Succels: but a Mind, divided 
and didradted between contrary Principles of 
Adlion, can hope for Nothing, but* to be drawn 
backward and forward by them continually, 
ac they chance to prevail in their Turns. 
Things, indeed, that do but accidentally give 
feme little Hindrance to each other now and 
then, may be profecuted together, and tKe due 
Preference, when* they interfere, be adjtided 
well enough. But Sin and Duty-are fo eflen- 
tially oppolite, that their Intereds can never 
be reconciled. They flow from different 
Motives, proceed by different Means, aim at 
different Ends, and thwart one another per¬ 
petually. 
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petually. And it is to Men’s overlooking # 
this obvious Truth, that the Mifcarriage of 
their good Intentions, the Irrefolution of their 
Lives, the Incoherence of their Characters, 
in a great Meafure, owes its Rife. Every one 
of us'knows, in the main, what he ought to 
do: every one feels in Approbation of it*; 
and fo far, at leaft, a Difpofition to it. But 
then he feels alfo Difpofitions quite adverfe : 
and though he fees, them to be unwarrantable, 
yet it is painful to root -them ^ut, and not 
pkafing even to take Notice of them. So, 
to avoid Trouble, both Sorts are allowed to 
grow up together as they can; and which 
will thrive filler, foon appears. The Soil, 
corrupt Nature, is by far the tnoft inclined to 
Weeds: they fprout up without Number and 
choak the good Seed. Perhaps but one or 
two Sorts of Wickednefs were intended to be 
indulged: - but thefe have unforcl^en Connec- 
tions with others, and thole with more. Or, 
had they none, when Men have once yielded 
to do but a lingle Thing aipifs, they have no 
firm Ground to Hand upon in refufing to do 
a fecond; and a third: fo gradually they lofe 
their Strength, God withdraws his Help, and 
they fall from bad to worfe. Often this ends 
in their prefent worldly Ruin. But if they 

* efcape 
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efcapc it, nay, if they cfcape growing contimt-* 
ally more wicked, ft ill they are incapable of 
that delightful Confcioufnefa which arifes 
from uniform Integrity of Heart ; they can 
have no true Peace, while Vices are ftruggling 
in their Breaft with one another, as tvell a 
with Virtue ; they condemn, they lament 
themfelves; they make earneft Refolutions to 
reform in this and that Point; but making 
none to reform in all, .they relapie, and 
go on as they did before. Many of them 
try hard, and no Wonder, to get Opinions 
that will quiet them in their Practices: 
amongft which one of the moft prevalant is, 
the Notion of compensating by good Deeds 
for evil. But how can our befbACtions pof- 
libly make Amends for our Sins, when they 
are only cur Duly* t though we had never fin¬ 
ned? Or if any one doth bring himfelf to be¬ 
lieve this ; in Proportion as he becomes more 
ealy, he will become more profligate. He 
will think himfelf at Liberty to commit any 
Crime he pleafes^ provided he doth but intend 
to give God fuch or fuch Satisfaction for it, 
which, perhaps, he will afterwards forget, or 
invent feme Pretence to' omit. But if he* 
doth not 9 as they that run thefe Lengths 


i Luke jerii. to. 
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quickly come to value their good Deeds at as 

high*- and their ill £t as low, a Rate, as they 
0 * 

liave a Mind; they commonly reckon a very 
little of the former equivalent to arrest deal 
of the .latter. And if they arc; bin noted for 
any fingle In fiance of Obedience, it gives 
them Vanity enough to eilecm themfelvea 
not only fafe, but highly in the Divine Fa¬ 
vour, let them difobcy in ever fo many: per¬ 
haps it dazzles and blinds them fo, that they 
fcarcely perceive their own Failures in any, 
or fcarcely imagine them worth regarding. 
Nay, fomctimes Adis of mere Superflition 
and Folly, indeed of Wickednefs too under 
a thin Difguife of Religion, have been all the 
Atonement oifered to Heaven for an ill-fpent 
Life, and have been deemed a moil meritorious 
one. But will God accept even a real Part 
of what we owe him*, when paid with Deiign 
to cheat him of the reil ? His Nature, his 
Word, plainly tell us the contrary. He is 
holy, and requires univerfal Hollnefs. He 
hath warned 11s, that no man can ferve two 
Majiers*: and that wbofoever Jhatt keep the 
whole Law, and yet offend in one Point , he is 
* guilty of all*. Such, therefore, only, as are 
careful to do every Thing which they ought, 

* Match. *4. f Ja& es ii. 10. 
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and are fenfible, that when they have done 
all, they are unprofitable $grvants z 9 intitled to 
Acceptance only for the Sake of a gracious 
Redeemers Merits, have caufe to hope well. 
Others builcl on the Sand 9 but they on a Rock*. 
Their Superftrudture will ftand firm againfl 
Storms and may be fafely raifed to the g reate ft 
Heights. God will pardon their Infirmities, 
and afiift their Endeavours: they will of Courfe 
be making a continual Progrefs, and for 
every Step of it will receive a proportionable 
Reward, probably here, certainly hereafter. 
In fliort, let Men devile what Methods they 
will, there is but one effectual: keep Innocency 
and take Heed unto the "Thing that is right : for 
that Jhall bring a Man Peace at the lajl'. 

But though avoiding to do Evil through 
the Whole of our Condudl is requifite, if 
ever we would do well: yet in the Text, by 
what precedes and follows, the Prophet feems 
to have intended it peculiarly as a Direction 
for our l'ocial Condudt: where, indeed, we 
(hall find it peculiarly neceflary, when we 
confider, 

II. The Importance of behaving inoffen- 
lively‘to each other. , 

t Luke xvii, 10. %Matth. vii. *4—27. 1 Pfa!. xxxvii. 38. 
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It is a remarkable Thing in the Conftitu- 
tion of this World, that we have much more 
Power of producing Mifery in it than Hap- 
pinefs. Every one, down to the moft infig- 
nificant, is capable of giving. Uneafmefs and 
*Difquiet, nay, grievous Pain and Affliction to 
others, and often to great Numbers, without 
the leaft Difficulty; while even thofe of fupe- 
rior Abilities in every Way, can hardly dis¬ 
cover the Means, unlefs it be within a very 
narrow Compafs now and then, of doing any 
great Good, or communicating any confidera- 
ble Pleafure. Befides, the Effects of Kind- * 
neffes may always be intirely loft: but thofe 
of Injuries too frequently can never be reme¬ 
died. And therefore we ought to watch 
over ourfelves with perpetual Care, examine 
the Tendency of all our Words and Actions, t 
and, not contented with meaning no Harm, t 
be folicitous to do none. The Harm that we 
do through Heedlefnefs is certainly not fb 
criminal, as if it were purpofely contrived: 
but may be almoft, if not quite* as feVerely felt 
notwithft&nding: or though it were but flight- 
ly, why fhould we be fo inadvertent, as unne- 
ceflarily to caufe but an Hour’s^ nay, a Mo¬ 
ment's, Vexation or Grief to one of our Bre¬ 
thren ; or deprive him of the fmalleft of thofe 
Vol. II. T innocent 
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innocent Gratifications, that help to alleviate 
the Sorrows of Life, and make the Paflage 
through it comfortable ? The little we enjoy 
of Good, is, with • Reafon, very precious to 
us : and we have a Right to expedt, that others 
ihould take the Trouble of fome moderate' 
Caution, not to trample upon and deftroy it. 
Human Ilappinefs is a tender Plant, which 
every rude Breath is fuilicient to blafl: and 
all have lb quick a Senfe, and moft Men fo 
warm a Refentment of any Thing done, 
though innocently, againfl their Interefls or 
Inclinations, that they ought by no Means 
jto be indifferent about thole of any one elfe. 
Yet how often are not only frnaller Inconve¬ 
niences, but heavy Sufferings, brought from 
very trifling or very bad Motives, on fuch as 
did not deferve them! Some, under Colour 
of the tendered: Affc&ion, feduce inconfi- 
derate Creatures, who, but for them, would 
never have thought of doing amiis, into 
Guilt and Wretchcdnefs, merely to gratify a 
brutal Appetite, or gain empty Applaufe from 
Fellow-libertines. Others tempt their* Ac¬ 
quaintance, by fallacious Arguments and bad 
Examples, to Imprudence, Extravagarfce, In¬ 
temperance, Impiety. A third Sort entertain 
themfclves, and their ill-chofen Friends, by 

expofing 
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expofing to Scorn, or difquieting with Vexation, 
juft whomfoever their Fancy points out to 
them: often the very Perfofis whom they 
ought to refpedt the moft. And the Authors 
of all thele Diftreffes can raife thcmfelvcs 
' Diverfion even from reflecting upon them* 
afterwards; and, by doing Mifchief with fo 
much Good-humour, appear in the Eyes of 
the World, and in their own, to be very far 
from ill-natured. And, it may be, on fome 
occalions they are not fuch: it may be, 
they have not, on any, deliberately purpofed 
to be fuch. But ftill the Fruits of indulging 
either fenfual Defires, or even Vanity and idle 
Gaiety, without Regard to Confequcnces, 
may be as bitter as thofc of the keeneft 
Malice. Nay, indeed the difguifed fmiling 
Enemy is the more dangerous, as he is un- 
fufpectedj and the more wicked, as he is 
unprovoked. 

But Men of more ftayed and thoughtful 
Characters venture alfo too commonly on 
dreadful Ill-treatment of 9there; and yet 
make a Shift to think well of th&mfelveS.* "not 

, " A . 

only withhold Good from him td^whdm it is due, 
when it is in the Power of their Hand to do it k , 
but prey upon their * Neighbours by Oppref- 

k Prov. iii. 27. 

T i flop. 
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lion and Fraud, grind the Face of the Poor 1 , 
take Advantage of the Neceffity or Ignorance 
of thole with” whom they are concerned; 
exadl, without Regard to Equity, whatever 
they can legally demand; and imagine it very 
cafy to procure a Difpenfation for all this, if 
they need any. Some have attempted it by 
voluntary Mortifications and Abllinence. But 
the Fajl which God hath chofen , is to loofe the 
Bands of fVickednefs , to undo the heavy Burdens , 
and let the opprcjfedgo free” 1 . Some by Adis of 
Devotion : but he that turneth away his Far 
from hearing the haw , even his Prayer fall be 
Abomination”. Some by Liberalities to pious 
or charitable Ufes: but God himfelf hath 

i 

told us: I the Lord love Judgment, I hate 
Bobbery for Burnt-offering 9 . He expedts Re- 
ilitution to the injured, not Bounty to other 
Purpofes, inftead of it: 'much lefs indifcreet 
Generalities to the undeferving, or expenfive 
Adis of Vanity and Voluptuoufnefs, under 
Pretence of encouraging Trade and Labour; 
which many feem to think an abundant Coun¬ 
terbalance to ever fo much Deceit and Rapine, 
as well as Debauchery and Irreligion. 

i Ifsiah iii. i£. a Ifaiah lviii, 6 * 

• Prov. xxviii. 8. • tialah ki. 8. 


There 
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There is yet a third Sort, who, valuing 
themfelves highly on their Sobriety and Ho- 
ncfty, conceive their Difrcfpcdl to Superiors, 
their Contempt of Inferiors, N their Want of 
Courtefy to Equals, their caufelefs or immo¬ 
derate Anger, their Evil-fpeaking and Un- 
charitablenefs, to be fmall Sins, or rone. 
Yet furely, if any Thing be our own, the 
Enjoyment of our Lives and Chara&ers in 
Peace and Quiet, unmolefted by rude Infults, 
malicious or peeviih Refentments, unjuft 
Afperfions, is our moft valuable Property, 
and taking it away from us, one of the worft 
Kinds of Cruelty. 

Were it ever fo pofiible to do equal Good, 
in Return for the Harm done in one or other 
of theft Ways : what Right hath any one to 
play thus with the moft lerious Interefts of his 
Fellow-creatures ; to comm it Inj yries firft; then 
make Amends for them, when and how he 
thinks fit ? If it be to a different Perfon, the 
Sufferer is not in the leaft the better for that. 
If it be to the fame, ftill wfiat Amends can 
there be made for, feducing, impoveriftiing, 
blackening, breaking the Spirits of, another? 
Happinefs in this World is not felt like Mifery: 
and one poor Creature, treated in any Refpe<ft 
unmercifully, may ioon undergo much more, 

T 3 than 
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than Numbers, kindly ufed, or plentifully 
provided for, will ever enjoy. 

Surely then to refrain from doing Harm is 
a very important Duty: and no Requeft can 
be j after for one of us to make to another, 
than that if we may not hope for any of thofe 
A<£ts of pofitive Goodnefs from him, which 
yet human Nature and Circumftances fre¬ 
quently call for, he would, however, abftain 
from hurting us; and allow us the undif- 
turbed PofTeffion of whatever we have Caufe 
to think valuable, and he hath nothing to do 
with. In other Things commanded, there 
may be frequently lbme Room for a Plea of 
Ignoranc^por Doubt: in this hardly ever. The 
weakeft and dulleft of us can eailly perceive, 
when we fuffer Injuries: now it is not a 
Whit more difficult, only wc have lefs Incli¬ 
nation, to obferve when we are guilty o f 
them: and therefore we have no Excufc for it. 
When Men are exhorted to Deeds of Charity 
and ‘ Beneficence, they can find a thoufand 
Reafons againft complying : their Ability is 
fmall, or the Calls upon than are many; or 
they canpot fee, that they, are bound to give 
more Alms than they do already; or they have 
not Time or Convenience for inquiring into 
Cafes j or, if one be recommended to then% it 
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may be partially reprefented; or the Care of it 
belongs rather to fucli and fuch, than to 
them: and numberlefs Evafions bciides, by 
which an unwilling Heart betrays, while it 
•Rudies to conceal, itlelf. But were they to 
be allowed every Allegation, that Scrupu- 
loufnefs of being too good can fuggefl to 
thet^: at lead their Warinefs and Caution 
ftlould incline them to he equally fcrupulous 
on the other Side. To do no Wrong, they 
certainly have in their Power; and they owe 
it to every one; and the Limits of this Ob¬ 
ligation have no fuch great Obfcurity, but 
that all the World will fee, whether they 
exceed them or not. If, therefore, they will 
fliew a right Difpofition in, what is undoubt¬ 
edly in their Power, being confcientioufly 
inoffenfive ; then it may be credible, but not 
tlfe, that they would fhew if in more Things, 
were they able. 

And, ft range as it may appear to fpeak of 
what feems a mere negative Quality, as a real 
Good: yet fcarce any Words are ftrongenough 
toexprefs,how much Good bareCeftation from 
doing Evil would produce. Conftder only, 
how the World groans under the various Suf¬ 
ferings, which we bring upon each other: fo 
various, that it is in vain to think of reprefent- 

T 4 ing 
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ing to one’s felf, in how many Ways the Lives, 
Healths, Fortunes, Reputation, Peace, Com¬ 
fort of Men are fatally attacked: what Blows 
are fometimes given to the Happincfs of Mul¬ 
titudes at once: how far more private Injuries t 
frequently extend their Confequences ; in¬ 
volving undefigning and unknown Perfons 
in Calamities; affecting fucceflive Genera¬ 
tions ; teaching and encouraging WickeSnefs 
by ill Example; provoking Retaliation and 
Revenge; perpetuating Contention, Bitter- 
nefs, and Rancour. In fhort, the State of 
Man upon Earth would be'quite another 
Thing than it is; and the Whole of hunian 
Affairs put on a Face intircly new; if we 
would be content to permit it; if, without con¬ 
tributing to our mutual Happinefs, we would 
only not obftru<ft it. Sudden Deliverance from 
any acute Pain hath been thought, by thofe 
who h&ve experienced it, the mod exquifite 
Pleafure they ever felt. How inexpreffiblyde¬ 
lightful then would the fir ft Breathing of Eafe 
be to Mankind, if* afterthc reciprocal Torments 
of fo many Ages, they were all to leave off 
together, and become harmlefs at once ! But 
without hoping yet for the promifed Time of 

univerfal Innocence, when Men Jhail not hurt 

>■ * '* . 

. . . 3 
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nor dejlroy in all Gods holy Mountain % and in 
Confequence of it jhall obtain Joy and Glad - 
nefs, and Sorrow and Sighing JhallJlee away v .* 
at prefent, in each particular Inftance, who- 
# ever only takes off his Hand Yrom thofe on 
whom it lies heavy, cannot fail to give them 
great Joy: and if he doth it in a proper 
Manner, may fecure to himielf as much Gra¬ 
titude from them, as by the highefl unmerited 
Obligation. Ill Ufage of others naturally 
.makes them our Enemies: the Marks of 
their Enmity provoke to worfe Ufage of 
them : and fo the Evil increafes without End, 
unlefs the injurious Party hath the Wifdom 
to flop firft:: and then it is generally ijt his 
Power, by an honourable Acknowledgement 
of his Fault, Or, perhaps, a mere intimation 
that he is convinced of it, not only to be 
forgiven, but refpe&ed and beloved ever after. 
And who doth not know, how pleafmg the 
Confeioufnefs of being efteemed is, how mor¬ 
tifying that of being Hated ? 

There would indeed be little Occafion com- 

* 

parativelyfor the Exercife of Kindftefs amongft 
Men, if Pra&ices of a contrary Tendency were 
not fo frequent. A very great Part of our 

good Actions is really Nothing more, than 

¥ 

• I&i. xi. 9. % f xxxv. 10. 

endea- 



282 


SERMON XII. 


endeavouring to undo the Harm, that we or 
others have done. And abftaining from doing 
any would take away the Neceflity of them; 
would Arike"at the Root of Mifery, prevent 
the fhocjcing Sight of it, the Burden and 
Expence of relieving it. Remedies for Evils 
are painful, uncertain, imperfect Things: 
always to be applied indeed, when they are 
wanted: but the true Precaution is, not 
to give Being to Unhappinels. Were we all 
to take the utmoft Care, there would, not- 
withftanding, be too much of it. But the 
Obligation and Means of lelfening it would 
be more evident: Mens Difpofitions, when 
•purged from Ill-will, infolent Negligence, 
and perverfe Caprice, would be more tehder 
and compaffionate ; and from the good Trea - 
fure of the Hearty good ’Things would be brought 
forth abundantly 1 .. With fuch a Temper, 
every one would enjoy moft comfortable Re¬ 
flexions within* himfclf: and, though his 
Condition were ever lb, low and difadvanta- 
geous, would be often ufeful in one Way or 
another, and conflantly agreeable, to all around 
him. We are formed to give and receive mu¬ 
tual Pleafure: and our common daily Conver¬ 
sation would be delightful to us, if Wrongs, 

•* Matth. xii. 3,5. 
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and UnkindnefTes, and Slights, did not 
eflrange us from, and fet us againft, each 
other. Bad as we are, defigning, fufpicious,, 
gloomy, haughty, neglectful, > provoking ; 
Society is iffeeffary for us; we have hardly 
any Notion of Cheerfulnefs without it: but 
what fhould we think and find it, were we 
afiured of the Friendlinefs and Regard of all 
we met ? The very being together, the 
Countenance of Man, would be reviving: and 
continual Opportunities of innocent Enter¬ 
tainment would fpring up, befides the occa- 
fional ones of reciprocal Service and Affift- 
ance in Matters of Confequence. But of 
thefe alfo there would be more and greater, 
when we were once inclined to look for them, 
than we can well conceive now. And though 
a Perfon could do Good only in fmall In- 
ftances, it would be pure and unrtii^ed ; an<4 
that alone would be fufficient to make it cgn- 
fiderable. But were it ever fo*little: though 
Man judges by outward ACts, the valuable 
Thing in the Sight of God is virtuous Inten¬ 
tion: and the fundamental Part of that, 
is Care to avoid Evil. In Proportion as we 
root out hurtful Inclinations, right ones will 
not fail to fhoot up, and bring forth Fruit: if 
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in lefs Quantity, yet fuch as will be acccepted j 
but probably in Plenty.- 

Love, faith the Apoftle, worketb no III to bis 
Neighbour: therefore Love is the fulfilling of 
the Lcm\ Accordingly we find^Righteoul- ■ 
nefs, which, taken ftri&ly, is nothing but ab- 
Raining from Injuft ice, often mentioned in 
Scripture, as the Whole of our Duty : becauie, 
if we begin with that, the reft will eafily fol¬ 
low* And David, in defcribing the Qualifi¬ 
cations of the Man, that Jkali abide in the 
‘Tabernacle of the Lord, and dwell on ,his holy 
Hill, principally infifts on the negative ones. 
He that leadetb an uncorrupt Life, and doth the 
Thing which is right, and Jfieaketb the Truth 
from bis Heart . He that hath ufed no Deceit 
in his Tongue, nor done E/oil to his Neighbour \ 
Again, the abovcmentioned Apoftle joins the 
Character of mere Innocence with the moft 

honourable Title, which can be given to Men: 

• | ^ 
that ye may be 1 blamelefs and barmlefs, the Sons 

of God without Rebuke' 1 a Character, which 

it is the peculiar Prerogative of him, who is 

in the higheft Senfe the Son of God, to de~ 

ferve in Perfection. But, a$ St. Peter ob- 

ferves, he hath left us an Example, that we 

9 Run. xiii. 1 o. * PfcL xv. 2,» Phil. ii. 15. 

Jhould 



•SERMON XII. 285 

Jhould follow his Steps; who did no Sin, neither 
was Guile found in his Mouth 

Thus I have endeavoured to (hew you the 
Importance of the plain humble Duty of an 
inoffenfive Life: a Duty, which', if experience 
*did not prove the contrary, one fhould imagine 
there could be no Need of ufing many Words 
to recommehd: as it appears impoflible to 
refled: on wilful Tranfgreflions of it, and the 
Mifchiefs they caufc, without Horror. It is 
true. Sufferings of all Kinds are now fo com¬ 
mon in the World, that, unlefs it be when we 

* 

• ourfelves, or they who are dear to us, undergo 
them, they are apt to make but little Imprcf- 
flon upon us: and we can pronounce that 
melancholy Variety of dreadful Words, which 
the Miferies of Mankind have introduced into 
Language, almofl without Concern. But 
.would we only recoiled: a while; confoltour 
own Memories, for they can generally inform 
us too well •, or learn from fuch Accounts, if 
there be Occafion, as it is eafy to procure j 
what thofe Feelings are; wljich the Terms, 
Grief, Anxiety, Pain, Anguifh, Dejedion, 
Defpair, and more of the fame fort, were 
framed' to exprefs: furely we fhould have a 
flrong Convidion, that for a human Creature 
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to inflidt any of thefe on one of his Brethren, 
without Neceflity and without Authority, 
merely for fome trifling Provocation, or poor 
worldly Advantage, to gratify fome bafe Appe¬ 
tite, or perhaps only to indulge a filly Whim, 
is moil frightful Wickednefs. For, terrible' 
Evils as they ^re in themfelves, being expofed 
to them unjuftly aggravates them fo, as to 
make often the feverefl: Part of their Tor¬ 
ment. Then to think too of fuch Things, 
as done to each other by fhort-lived helplefs 
Wretches, that are fubjedt, tp unavoidable 
Burdens, heavier than they know how to 
bear: to think of thefe, deliberately doubling 
and trebling their mutual Sorrows : in diredt 
Contradidlion, to the Exigency of their own 
Circumftances, which loudly require of them 
Forbearance, Compaflion, Beneficence; to 
the Didlates of their own Confciences, which 
reproach them for every harfti A&ion or Ex- 
preflion they are guilty of; and to his known 
Will and pofitive Commands, from whom 
they have received *all that they enjoy, and 
on whom it depends, whether they ihall be 
everlaftingly, happy or miferabk: it is fo 
amazing, that no Tongue, can fet forth, no 
Heart conceive fufficiently, the Sinfulnefs or 

the 
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♦ 

the Folly of fuch Conduct. His great Defign 
is the Good of his Creation. He requires us 
not to obftruCt it, but contribute to it. This 
is the principal Mark of Gratitude, which 
our bounteous Benefactor deli res of us: the 
* principal Duty, which our Lawgiver and 
Judge enjoins us. We, at all Adventures, 
refolve to difregard him whenever we pleafe; 
and boldly purfue our worldly Interefts, our 
ienfual Appetites, our ill-natured Pafllons, 
our wayward Humours, our wildeft Fancies, 
right or wrong, let who will be the worfe for 
it. What Notion can a Man have of him- 
fclf, who aCts thus: what Notion of his 
Maker, to hope it can ever end well? We 

♦are accu domed to it indeed; and therefore 

» * 

may be tempted to look on it as & flight 
Matter. But our Maker will determine at 
lad, not according to the Prejudices of Men, 
but the Truth of Things. We are difpofed 
to entertain very favourable Opinions of our 
own Behaviour: and even wftien we fee it to 
be wrong, if we are of low Degret, we hope 
to be palTed over as inconfiderable; if of high, 
to be treated hereafter with fome peculiar 
Tendernefs and Deference. But God is no 
l Rejpeffer of Perfons*: the meaned is not 

* A&s x. 34. 
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♦ 

k beneath his Notice; the greateft is not above 
his Power; the Difference between them is 
as Nothing in his Eyes; and both (hall be 
punifhed or rewarded according to their 
Deeds. May he therefore grant us all to 
take immediately the only Method of ihun- 
ning his Wrath, and fecuring his Favour, by 
confidcring our Ways impartially, for elfe we 
may believe Things to be allowable, nay com¬ 
mendable, which are highly criminal: by 
holding fail our Integrity, fo far as we have 
hitherto preferved it: by icajing to do EvzT 
and learning to do well, in whatever Refpedts 
we are faulty or deficient: by Faith in his 
Mcrcv for Pardon, and his Grate for Strength, 
through the Merits and Mediation of our 
blelfed Rtdecmei : to whom, 


S 6 R- 
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2 Sam. xii. 13. 

And David faid unto Nathan , I have jinmd 
againfi the Lord . And Nathan faid unto 
David , The Lord alfo hath put away thy Sin : 
thou Jhalt not die . 

I N holy Scripture, not only the great and 
good Actions of pious* Perfons are written 
for our Learning % that we may admire, and, as 
far as we are concerned, imitate them; but 
their chief Tranfgreffions alio are recorded, for 
a Caution to be on our Guard, and a Direction, 
if, like them, we have done amifs, like them, 
to repent and reform. Amongft ill* the In¬ 
stances of this Kind, there is none more fruit¬ 
ful of Inftrudtion, than that well-known 
Hiltory of David's being ieduced from a 
religious Cofcrfe of Life to moft dreadful 
Wickednefs, and continuing regardiefs of his 
Guilt, till the Prophet Natbdto at Length 
having awakened him to a Senfe of it, by a 

a Rom. xv. 4. 

u 
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home Application of the parallel Cafe of the 
poor Man and the Ewe Lamb, brought him 
to the ConfefBon, and adminiftered to him the 
Comfort expreffed in the .Text. 

There are many CircumRances in this 
Narration, which rtiay and ought to remind 
us of Truths, ift which we are too nearly 
intcrefled. But the principal of them will 
be comprehended, if we learn from it the fol¬ 
lowing Points'of Doctrine. 

I. That, withpuit continual Care, the bell 
of Men may be led into the worR of Crimes. 

II. That we are all very apt to overlook 
our own Faults, ayid yet to be extremely 
quickfighted and fevere in Relation to thofe 
of others. 

III. That as foon as ever we are, by any 
Means, made lenlible of our Offences, we 
fhould acknowledge them with due Penitence. 

IV. That, on doing this, die greateR Sins 
will be forgiven us. Yet, * 

V. That Sins, even after they are forgiven, 
produce frequently llich kunentable Confe- 
quences, that, on this Account, amongR 
others. Innocence is greatly preferable to the 
trueft Repentance. 

I. That without continual,Care the beR of 
Men may be led into the worR of Crimes. 

David, 
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David, we are told in holy Writ, was ^ Man 
after God's own Heart h : who did that which 
was right in the Eyes of the Lord, and turned not 
ajide from any Thing that he commanded him, aU 
the Days of his Life, five only in the Matter of 
Uriah the Hitiite \ Such high Exprcflions are 
never to be interpreted of any mere Man in the 
utmoft Rigour: but the lowefl Meaning mufl 
be, that he was, on the Whole, to a very high 
Degree, innocent of known deliberate Sin 3 and 
exemplary for Piety and Virtue, to the Age he 
lived in: when even they, who in fome Things 
were favoured with Revelations from above, 
were in others, being left to their own Reafon, 
lefs enlightened than common Chriftians are 
now, and therefore intitled to a mpre favour¬ 
able Judgment. , Rut independently on -this 
Confideration, David's Eminence in Goodnefs 
appears from many excellent Actions, related 
throughout the Book* of Samuel; and the 
Pfalms, written by him, are ^verlaftiug In- 
fiances of his fervent Devotion, ht^ reverent 
Efleem of God’s Daw, his Wa*chfulfefs over 
his own Spirit* Nay, indeed* there is one 
In fiance in which he appeaij to have been 
fcrupulous even to an Extrequty of Delicacy: 
when his Heart fmote him, that be had cut 

b r Sam. xiit. 14. A£ls xiii. 2 z„ t t Kings xv. 5. 
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off the Skirt of Saul's Garment 4 . Suppofe, 
now, the Prophet Nathan had foretold con¬ 
cerning fuch a Man this, that in a little 
Time he would commit the capital Sin of 
Adultery; and, when the Scheme which he 
had framed to hide it was fruftrated, would 
calmly contrive to murder by Treachery the 
Man whom he had injured, intrull others 
with his Purpofe, execute it by their Means, 
and triumphantly. take his Wife home to 
himfelf: who could poflibly have believed 
the Prediction; or how could David have 
received the moll refpeCtful Warning again ft' 
fuch Enormities, but with contempt or In¬ 
dignation ? Yet fo it was: even this good 
Man, even when grown old in Religion, was 
guilty of Deeds, which many habitual Sin¬ 
ners, though prompted by youthful Rafiion, 
and unreltrained by the Fear of God, would 
Hill have abhorred. 

And if this was the Cafe of David , then let 

r 

hhft that thinketb he Jhmdcth t take Heed left he 
fali\ Few, itjtpay be doubted, have the fame 
Warmth of right Refolution j but all have 
the fame deceitful Nature :• and therefore we 
mull all be continually attend ve; or we know 
not into what Abominations we may be drawn. 

* * 1 Sara. xxiv. 5. ,* 1 Cor. x. 12. 

Every 
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Every Man hath within him the Principles 
of every bad Action, that the worft Man ever 
did. And though in fome they are languid, 
and feem fcarce alive; yet, if^foftered by 
Indulgence, they will foon grow to incredible 
Strength : nay, if only left to themfelves, will 
in Seafons favourable to them, ftioot up, and 
over-run the Heart, with fuch furprifing 
Quick nefs, that all the good Seed fhall be 
choakcd on a fudden by Tares, which we 
never imagined had been within us. And 
what increafes the Danger is, that each of us 
hath fome wrong Inclination or other, it is 
well if not feveral, beyond the reft natural to 
us, and the Growth of the Soil. Thefe, 
therefore, we mufl be cfpecially diligent to 
keep under, and weed out the lead Fibres of 
them that we can perceive: elfe we /hall find 
them Roots of Bitternefs, continually /fringing 
up to trouble and defile us r . Then, befides all 
our inward Weakne/Tes, the World about us 
is thick fet round with Snares, differently 
formed: fome provoking us to immoderate 
Pafiion, or envious Malignity 5 forne alluring 
us with forbidden Plcafures, or foftening u£ 
into Supinenefs and Indolence, or overcharg¬ 
ing our Hearts with the Cares of this Life 
f Heb. xii. 15. 1 Luke xxi. 34. 
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or bribing us with Hopes of unlawful Gain to 
do ill, or terrifying us with a Profpedl of Suf¬ 
ferings for doing well. Delufive Suggeftions, 
indeed, every one of them: but of fpecious Ap¬ 
pearance, unlels we examine them thoroughly, 
unlefs we look beyond them. And as more 
or fewer of thefe Temptations are almoft con- 
ftintly, arid often fuddenly, attacking us, to 
which the Wicked one will not fail to fuper- 
add his own fccret Infinuations, as far as 
ever he is permitted; the Hazard of our Si¬ 
tuation is very evident, and our Watchfulncfs 

• 

ought 1 ‘urely to be in Proportion to it. 

Not that, with all this, we have the lead: 
Caufe to be di (heartened, but only on our 
Guard. lie that imagines himfelf to be fafe, 

l.y 9 

never is fo: but they, who keep in their Minds 
a Srnfc of their Danger, and pray for, and truft 
in, HJp from God, will always be able to 
avoid or go through it. Temptation hath no 
Power, the great Tempter himfejf hath no 
Power* but that of ufing Perfuafion. Forced 
we cannot be* fo long as we are true to our- 
felvcs. Our own Content muft be our own 
•giving: and without it, the reft is Nothing. 
For then only, in Effect, St. James tells u$ h , 
if every Man tempted ’, 'when he is drawn away 

h James i. 14, 
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of his own Lufi and miked. That we are liable 
to Sin, therefore, ought to be no Difcourage- 
ment, and can be no Jollification, to us : for, 
by the Alii fiance of Heaven, though not elfe, 
we may eicape it if we will: and that AfiHl- 
ancc is exprefsly promifed to our Endeavours 
and our Prayers. Reff the Devil , and he will 
fee from you: draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you But to the.ftri&eft Vigi¬ 
lance it mull be a powerful Incitement, to 
coiiiider, how often wc, how often Perfons 
much better than we, have merely through 
Want of Vigilance, been guilty of fuch 
• Tranlgrefbons as could never have been fuf- 
peeted. But, indeed, when once we allow 
ourielves to go wrong, we can neither know 
nor guefs how far wc lliall go. 

D avid at firfl violated only the Rules of 

Decency, which he might eafdy have ob- 

ierved, and have turned away his Eyes from 

an improper Object. This, which doubtlefs 

he was willing to think a very, pardonable 

G ratification of Nothing wprfe than Curio- 

llty, carried him on far beyond his firfl Inten- 

^ - 

tion, to the heinous Crime of Adultery. 
There, undoubtedly, he defigned to flop, and 
keep what had pafied fecret from all the 

i James iv. 7 , 3. 
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World. But Virtue hath Ground to ftand 
upon ; Vice hath not: and, if we give Way 
at all, the Tendency downward increafes 
every Moment. Sometimes the treacherous 
Pleafantnefs of the Path invites us to ftray a 
little farther, though we are fenlible it defcends * 
to the Gates of Hell. Sometimes the Confci- 
oufncfs, that we are guilty already, tempts us 
to fancy it immaterial how much more we 
become fo : without reflecting, that by every 
Sin which we add, we diminifh the Hope of 
Retreat, and augment the Weight of our Con¬ 
demnation. Sometimes again, as in the Cafe ' 
before us, one ACt of Wickednefs requires 
another, or many more, to cover it: and they, 
whom no Fear of God, or Shame of doing 
Evil, could awe fufticiently, have yet fuch a 
prepefterous Fear of Men, and Shame of being 
found out, that, to avoid a Difcovery, they 
will commit ftill worfe Evil, and then he, 
difeovered at laft. Thus did DaviJ. After 
he had tried in vain to conceal his Adultery 
from Uriah by an Artifice, which the gallant 
Soldier, without knowing it, difappointed 
from a Principle of flonour; he was driven 
to the moft horrible of all Wickednefs, Mur¬ 
der ; and a Murder too, accompanied with the 
hcavieft Aggravations: deliberately planned, 

brought f 
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brought about by Treachery, in which alfo he 
involved the General at leaft, if not many 
Others of the Army, as his Inflruments: and 
made the poor Man himfelf, as if he had not 
been injured and deceived enough ^before, the 
Bearer of thofe Letters, which doomed him 
to die, innocent of all Milbehaviour, of all 
Imputation of Milbehaviour, and valiantly 
fighting for his Sovereign, by whom he was 
betrayed and aflaffinated. 

In this dreadful Manner was one, who had 
been till then of an excellent Character, hurried 
on, from a Angle, and feemingly flight, Indul¬ 
gence, into the Depth of the groflefl: and moil 
Blocking Villanies. And in the like Manner 
may any one, if he is not upon * his Guard 
again ft. the Dcccitfulnefs of Sin*, be hurried un¬ 
awares to his final Dcftrudtion. That Sin, in¬ 
deed, with which David began, is peculiarly 
infnaring and pernicious. The lower Degrees 
of Immodcfty lead on imperceptibly to the moft 
unlawful Familiarities. Thele in tangle Pcrfons 
in a Variety of Difficulties, .that reduce them 
to do the bafeft and cruelleft Things that can 
be. And particularly as Unchaflity induced 
David to Treachery and Murder, fb there hath 

k Hrb.iii, 15. 
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been in all Times more Treachery, and more 
Murder, of Rivals, of poor innocent Children, 
of bnc another, of themfelves, occafioned by it, 
than perhaps by any other Tranfgrcfiion what¬ 
ever. 

♦ 

But all others have, in their feveral Propor¬ 
tions, the Tendency of linking us into deeper 
Guilt. LeiTer Inftances of Dillionefty lead, 
often by How, but ufually lure, Steps, to the 
more enormous and capital Crimes of that Sort. 
Lcfier Instances of undue Parltmony grow in- 
ienfibly into themeanelt and moil fordid Ava¬ 
rice : lcfTer Inflances of Greedinefs of Gain, 
into the moft hard-hearted Rapaciouihefs. And 
on the other Hand, little Negligences in their 
Affairs, little Affectations of living above their 
Ability, little Pieces of expenfive Vanity and 
Extravagance, are the direct Road to thofe con¬ 
firmed Habits of Careleflhels and Prodigality, 
by which People foolifhly and wickedly ruin 
themfelves and their Families, and too com- 

t 

monly others befides their own. After the 
fame Manner, flight ExprefTions, in Words or 
Behaviour, of Contempt or Ill-humour, eafily 
fwell into the fiercefl Contention, the bittereft 
Refentnient, the moil rancorous Hatred. And, 
to fpecify no more Particulars, mere indolent 
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Ormflions of religious Duties, public of private, 
leave our Sentiments of Piety to languid* and 
decay, till we become utterly unmindful of our 
eternal Intereft: and, it may be, at laft, profane 
Scoffers and Blafphemers againit God. Al¬ 
ways, therefore, beware of firtall Sins. Great 
ones carry fomething in them, that flartks and 
alarms: but thefe, mlinuating themfdvcsmore 
gently, gain Admittance more readily ; and fo, 
as the Son of Siracb wifely obferves, He that 
contemnetb little Things , /hall jail by little and 
little k 

II. The next Point to be obferved from this 
Part of Scripture-hiflory is, that Men are very 
apt to overlook their own Mifdemeanors, and 
vet to be extremely quick-lighted and lev ere in 
Relation to thole of others. 

The Fads which David had committed were 
the plained, the mod palpable, the mod cry¬ 
ing Sins that could be; Nothing, one fhouid 
think, to excufe them; Nothing to difguife 
them 5 no Name but their own to call them 
by: Adultery, Falfehood,Murder. ' From the 
firfl to the lad there mud have intervened 
fome confiderable Space 6f Time, with a great 
deal of Thought upon the Subjed: yet no Rc« 

* Ecclus xix. i. 
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flexion that deterred him from profecuting his 
wicked Schemes. Even after the Murder, 
many Months appear to have paffed before 
Nathan was fent to him : ftill David had not 
recolle&ed himfelf, but feemed to go on in 
perfect Tranquillity. Nay, which is more 
aftonifhing than the reft, when the Prophet 
had contrived a Story on Purpofe to convidl 
him of his Guilt, reprefenting the firft Part of 
it fo exa&ly, that Nothing, which was not the 
fame under different Names, could be liker, it 
never once brought it, io far as appears, to his 
Memory. Yet all this while he had not, in the 
leaft Degree, loft the Senfe of what was right 
and wrong in general. So far from it, that 
he was moved with the moft vehement Ab¬ 
horrence of the rich Man’s barbarous Injuf- 
tice and Opprefllon, in taking away his poor 
Neighbour’s Lamb from him, when he had 
Plenty of his own. ■ And David x Anger was 
greatly kindled againft the Man: and he jaid to 
Nathan, As the Lord liveth , the Man, that 
hath done this Things Jhall Jurely die: and he 
Jhall ref ore the Lamb fourfold, becaufe he did 
this Thing, and becaufe he bad no Pity. And 
Nathan faid to David, Thou art the Man , 
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How furprizing a Blow muft this be ! In 
the Midfl of his Wrath* when, forgetful of his 
own Iniquity, he had not only adjudged a 
Perfon, much lefs culpable, to pay the legal 
Penalty of a quadruple Restitution, but, from 
excefftve Deteftation of his Crime, indeed a 
hateful once, had even, contrary to Law, pro¬ 
nounced Sentence of Death upon him; then 
to be told, T'bou art the Man ! Let us often 
think of this Cafe: and as often* remember, 
that, with equal Truth, though God forbid 
it fhould be in an equal Meafure, the lame 
Thing holds concerning every one of us. 
We all know our Duty, or eafily may: wfe are 
all abundantly ready at feeing and cenfuring 
what others do amifs: and yet we all conti¬ 
nue, more or lefs, to do amifs ourfelves, with¬ 
out regarding it. The main Precepts of 
Life, fuch as we are moft apt to fail in, are 
partly obvious to Reafon, partly taught with 
fufficient Clearnefs by Revelation. And 
though, for Want of cultivating their own 
Underftandings, or hearkening tb God’s 
Word, fome wicked Actions, plaufibly difguif- 
ed, may be efleemed, by too many, allowable, 
or even laudable; yet the Mafk is not hard to 
pull off; and the more heinous Sort, indeed 
the higher Degrees of all, have a Deformity 

almoft 
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almoft incapable of being hidden. Let all the 
Sophiftry in the World recommend, let all the 
Powers upon Earth enjoin, Irreligion, Cruelty, 
Fraud, promiscuous Lewdnefs: it will, not- 
withftanding, be altogether impoffible, either 
to make the Practice of them tolerable to So¬ 
ciety, or to change in all the inward Abhor¬ 
rence of them, which Mankind in general are 
led by Nature to entertain. It is true, where 
Iniquity of any Kind is once publicly pra&ifed 
and allowed, human Minds are apt to be 
(Irangely blinded in Relation to it, efpccially 
if they have no Revelation from above to 
direct them. And even though the Bulk of 
a Nation be more enlightened and more vir¬ 
tuous, yet, in fome Perfons, on foine Occa- 
lions, natural Sentiments may be weakened or 
depraved, by early wrong Notions and immo¬ 
ral Habits; as in others common Underfland- 
ing is impaired, or loll,* by bodily Diforders. 
It may alfo in Cafes of Intricacy be doubted, 
whether fuch an Action deferves fuch a Name; 
while yet, if it doth, it is allowed to be bad. 
But (till the Majority even of Heathens, and 
furely then of Chriftians, do or may, for the 
moil Part, as clearly difeern what is blameable 
and commendable, as what is crooked and 
ftreight. Let this be tried in a Tran faction 
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of any diflant Age or Country, or in a feigned 
Piece of Hiilory, fuch as the Prophet in¬ 
vented for David $ and, unlefs they lufpedt it 
to be defigned as a* Parallel for theinfelves, 
they will very feldom fail, if theyxonfidcr at 
all, of palling a righteous Sentence. Let it 
be tried in the Conduit of an Acquaintance 
or Contemporary $ the principal Danger will 
be, of a Sentence too rigorous. For if the 
Sin, brought in Qucflion before us, be one to 
which we have no Inclination, we lliall be* 
lure to cenfure it without the lead Mercy. 
And though it be one of which we have been 
guilty, provided our Guilt be unknown or 
forgotten, we can ufually declare againft it as 
harlhly, as the moil innocent Perfon alive. 
Or how moderate foever the Conlcioufnefs of 
our own paft Behaviour might otherwile dif- 
pofe us to be: yet if once v/e come to be 
Sufferers ourfelves by the lame Kind of Sins, 
which we have formerly indulged, anc j per- 
haps often made others fuffer by them, then 
we can be immoderately loud in odr 60m*- 
plalnts of what formerly wc fancied, or pre¬ 
tended, had little or no Hurt in it. Nay, with¬ 
out any fuch Provocation, few Things are 
commoner, than to hear People condemn their 
own Fault* in thofe around them: and*, fome- 

times 
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times poffibly to blind the World, but very 
frequently becaufc they are blind to them- 
felves, vehemently exclaiming againft Vices, 
to which, if all that* know them are not 
ftrangely miftakcn, they are moft notorioufly 
add idled. Not uncommonly, indeed, this is 
the true Reafon of fuch Invedives. One 
Man’s Pride or Selfiihnefs {lands in the Way 
of another, juft as proud, or as felfilh: and 
he hath no Patience to fee any one elfe do 
what he wants to do without Con troll. 

Now thefe Inftances prove we are con¬ 
vinced, that all Sorts of Sins are wrong : only 
we err in the Application of our Convidion. 
No one’s Failings efcape us, but our own: 
and of them the moft glaring efcape us. Self- 
love perfuades us to think favourably of our 
Condud in general: a fecret Sufpicion which 
we labour to ftifle, reftrains us from examin¬ 
ing much into Particulars: what we are 
ftrongly difpofed to do, we think we muft, 
for the fake of inward Peace, endeavour to 
believe harmlefs «r excufable: this puts us 
on feeking out for real Or imaginary Dif¬ 
ferences of Circumftances, which, we flatter 
ourielve^fmake that either innocent*, dr nearly 
fo, in us, which in others ought not to be 
borne. Then, in fome Things, die Bounds 
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between lawful and unlawful are hard to be 
exactly determined. Now unfair Minds lay 
hold on thefe Difficulties with inexpreflible 
Eagernefs: and chufing, not, as they (hould, 
the fafer Side, but that, to which the Bias 
within attracts them, proceed, under the Cover 
of fuch Doubts, to the moil undoubted 
Wickednefs r as if, becaufe it is not eafy to fay 
precifely, at what Moment of the Evening 
Light ends and Darknefs begins, therefore 
Midnight could not be diftinguifhed from 
Noon-day. Thus, becaufe it cannot be afeer- 
tained, juft how much every one ought to give 
in Charity, too many will give Nothing, 
or next to Nothing. Becaufe the Price of 
Labour, and of the Commodities produced by 
it, have no abfolute Standard ; they will to 
the utmoft opprefs the Poor in their Wages, 
or the Valuation of what they bring to fell; 
and neverthelefs make the moftunconfcionable 
Demands on thofe, who come*to buy of them. 
Becaufe no one can fettle to a Nicety, what 
, Sobriety and Temperance permit, and no 
more: therefore Men will feed themfehes 
without Fear*, and tarry long at the fFine*, 
make their Belly their God, and glory in their 

» Jude it, *> Prov. xxiii. 50. 
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Shame 9 . Becauie it cannot be exactly decid¬ 
ed, how much Time is the moil that we may 
allowably fpend in Recreation and Amufe- 
ment: therefore Multitudes will confumc 
almoft the Whole of their Days in Trifling 
and Levity and Folly, in Head of applying to 
the proper Bufinefs of Life, in order to give 
their Account with Joy to hi?n > who pall judge 
the Quick and the Dead 9 . 

Thefe and the like Things they will, fomc 
of them, defend and palliate with wonderful 
Acutenefs; defigned partly to excufe them to 
others, but chiefly to deceive and pacify them- 
felvcs. Not that they ever attain either of 
thefe Ends. For their Neighbours, after ail, 
.juft as plainly perceive their Faults, as they 
pfcrceive thofe of their Neighbours. And it 
is but a half Deceit, that they put upon their 
own Souls. Every now and then they fee 
through it, whether they will or will not; fee 
a very threatening Prolpeft before them: and, 
though they do fliut their Eyes, and Humber 
again, and tell jthemfelves all is Peace; yet 
this Dream of Security is but a very difturbed 
one: Nothing like the clear-and joyful Per¬ 
ception*, that he hath, whofe Confcience is 

• Phil. iii. 19. p Hcb. xiii. 17. 1 Pet. iv. 
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thoroughly awake, and affures him of his owa 
Innocence, or true Repentance, and Intereft in 
the Pardon, which his Redeemer hath pur- 
chafed. But in however Jirong Delujion * God 
may permit them to remain at preYent: how 
can they be fure, but ere long Remorfe may 
feize them, an Adverfary expofe them, a 
Friend rebuke them: one Way or other, the 
Cafe of David, who doubtlefs thought he 
was exceedingly /afe, become theirs; and 
fome Voice proclaim aloud to them, what 
they are afraid of whifpering to themfelves, 
T hou art the Man ! Though indeed, could we 
effectually impofe on all the World, and our 
own Minds too; could this Impofition laft 
to our Life's End, and not vanifh at the 
Approach of Death, which commonly repre- 
fents to the guilty their paft ConduCfc in a 
very new and tremendous Light; what could 
we get by it, but more certain and efxquifite 
Mifery ? * ; 

Therefore one of the happiefl Things ima- 
^ ginable is, being made fenlible of our Sins in 
Time: and the firft Step to that is, reflecting 
how liable we are, both to commit them and 
to overlook them. If fuch a one as David could 
fall into fuch Tranfgrefiions as he did, and con- 

4 2 Thcff. ii. 11. 
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tinue in them fo long, and forget them fo in¬ 
ti rely : into how many grofs ones, into how 
many more fpecioufly coloured over, may we 
have fallen in the Courfe of our Lives, negli¬ 
gent as we are ! And how poflible is it, unlefs 
we have faithfully fearched our Hearts, that 
we may be thoughtlefsly going on to a future 
State, and fome of us near, it, under heavy 
Loads of complicated Guilt! Surely Self- 
infpeCtion then is abfolutely neceflary: and 
if we fet about the Work honeftly, it is by 
no Means difficult. What partes within our 
Breafts is not far from us: what hath parted 
there formerly may, in general, be recollect¬ 
ed : and what we are ufually forced to take 
much Pains to hide from ourfclves, we may, 
if we will, foon lay open. Let us each, there¬ 
fore, conrtder ferioufly, as Perfons whofe 
Intereft lies in difeovering, not concealing: Is 
there no Way of Wickednefs in me\ no Blot 
upon my ConduCt and Character ? No Fail¬ 
ing, that I jfhould reproach my Neighbour for; 
none that my Enemy or Ill-wiflier, at leafl 
?f he knew all, as I do, and God doth, could 
reproach me for ? Are there not, indeed, feve- 
ral Things of this Kind, and how many, and 
what are they ? For it is my Concern to 

( Pfal. cxxxix. 24. 
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know them all; and to think, what the End of 
all will be. Such an Inquiry as this would 
call off our Attention from the too pleating 
Employment of judging thofe around us, to a 
more important Trial within. ''We fhould 
fee, that if they have Faults, fo have we like- 
wife. great ones, though it may be of different 
Kinds : and which are worfe upon the Whole, 
is for God alone to determine. Our common 
Guilt acquits neither before him^ excufcs nei¬ 
ther for the mutual Injuries they do, autho¬ 
rizes neither to difregard the Cenfure of the 
World: but this Effeft the Senfe, how blame¬ 
worthy we all are, fhould certainly have: it 
fhould reftrain even the be ft of us from re¬ 
proving with Haughtinefs, and punifliing with 
Severity: it fhould incline the more obnoxious 
to be fingularly gentle and mild in Relation to 
Offenders: and it fhould inftruft us every one 
to think and aft with great Charity towards 
others, and employ our Zeal chiefly, where 
there will feldom be Danger of Excefs, in cor¬ 
recting and reforming ouifelves. 6^t this 
would bring me to the third Head: to which 
I muft not proceed at prefent: and fhatt fhere- 
fore conclude with begging you to obferve, 
concerning what you have heard already, that 
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you will never become either duly fenfible of 
your finful Difpofitions and adtual Tranlgref- 
lions, or able to amend what you do find of 
them, unlefs you are firft excited, and then af¬ 
fixed, by the Grace of our blelfed Saviour, 
without whom we can do Nothing *, Therefore, 
whenever Duties of any Kind arc preflfed upon 
you, always remember, whether you are told 
it or not, that you muft pray as well as en- 
dca\ our: pray in his Name, and through Faith 
in his Bhod\ who of God is made unto us WiJ- 
dom , and Rigbtcoufnefs , and Sanftification , and 
Redemption ' 1 : fully allured, that, weak as we 
are in ourfelves, we can do all things through 
Chrijl , which Jlrengtheneth us*: to whom, 

therefore, &c. 

* 

• John xv. y. t Rom. iii. *5. » t Cor. i. 30. 

* Phil. iv. 13. 
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And David jaid unto Nathan , / have Jinned 
againji the Lord: and Nathan /aid unto Da¬ 
vid, The Lord alfo bath put away thy Sin, 
thou Jhalt not die . 

F ROM that Portion of Scripture, in which 
thefe Words are contained, I lately re¬ 
commended to your ferious Notice the follow¬ 
ing Points of Dodrine. 

I. That without continual Care, the beftof 
Men may be led into the worft of Crimes. 

II. That we are all very apt to overlook our 
own Faults, and yet to be extremely quick- 
lighted and fevere ift Relation to thofe of 
others. * 

III. That as foon as ever we are,* by any 
Means, made fenfible of our Offences, we Ihould 
acknowledge them with due Penitence. 

IV. That, on doing this, the greateft Sins 
will be forgiven us. Yet, 

X 4 
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V. That Sins, even after they are forgiven, 
produce frequently fuch lamentable Confe- 
quences, that on this Account, aipongft others. 
Innocence is greatly preferable to the trueft 
Repentance. 

On the two firft of thefe I have already dif- 
courfed: and proceed now to tjie 
* III. That as foon as we are, by any Means, 
made fenfible of our Offences, we ought to ac¬ 
knowledge them with due Penitence. 

David, it feems, till the Prophet came to 
put hirn on confidering his Ways, had not done 
it to any good Purppfe, eyer fince the Adultery 
and Murder which he had committed: though 
a very little Thought had been fufficient, and 
it is amazing, that he could avoid thinking 
enough, to fhew him his Guilt. Had he conti¬ 
nued infcnfible of it, not all his paft Piety could 
have preferved him from future Damnation. 
For the Threatening, which God commanded 
the Prophet Ezekiel to pronounce, ever hath 
been, and will be,* without Exception, the Rule 
of his Proceeding*. Son of Man, fay unto the 
Children of thy People, When I fay to the righte¬ 
ous, that he Jkallfurely live: if he trujl to bis own 
Righteoufnefs, and commit Iniquity, all his Righ- 
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teoufnefs JhaU not be remembered \ In bis Tre/pafs 
that be hath trejpajfed, and in bis Sin that be bath 
finned , in them JhaU be die b . But, though it was 
not confiftent with infinite Juftice, Holinefs 
and Wifdom, to accept David, whjlft in this 
Condition: yet it was perfe&ly fuitable to 
infinite Goodnefs to awaken him out of it. 
Accordingly, Nathan was fent to him with a 
divine Commiflion for that Purpofe: who 
having fir ft endeavoured, without Succefs, to 
execute it in a gentler and more refpe&ful 
Way, that of infinuating Admonition f applied 
his Parable at laft in the plaineft Words; nor 
was content with telling him dire&ly, Thou 
art the Man , but undoubtedly finding it re- 
quifite, followed even this Home-charge yet 
farther, by laying the Particulars of his Guilt, 
with its heavy Aggravations, before his Eyes. 
And here David* s Example begins to be as 
ufeful for our Imitation, as it had been before 
for our Warning. Struck tq the very Heart 
with the Senfe of ib many and heinous Iniqui¬ 
ties, crowding in at once upon his Mind; and 
abhorring himfelf for being able, firft to com- 
xnit, and then to overlook them; he cries out, 

V 

I have finned againfi the Lord, Few Words, 

* Ezck. xxxiii. 12, i^. *> Ezek. xviii. 24. 
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indeed; but greatly expreflive; and the more, 
for being few. Aflonifhmcnt, Confiifidh, 
Terror, might well flop the Utterance of 
more for the prefent, and for no finall Time. 
Afterwards his Sorrow obtained the Relief of 
free Vent: and his penitent Pialms, tfpecially 
the fifty-firfl, compofed, as the Title informs 
us, on this very Occafion, exp refs, moil pa¬ 
thetically, the Depth of his Humiliation, and 
the Earncflnefs of his In treaties for Pardon, 
even after he had been allured of it: for ffcill 
the Conicioufnefs, that he was unworthy to 
receive it, would prompt him to beg it con¬ 
tinually. Have Mercy upon me , O God, ac¬ 
cording to tby Loving-kindnefs: according to 
, the Multitude of tby tender Mercies blot out my 
T ranfgrejjions. JVajh me thoroughly from mine 
Iniquity; and cleanfe me from my Sin. For I 
acknowledge my Iranfgrejjions; and my Sin is 
ever before me. Againfi thee, thee only, have I 
firmed, and done this Evil in thy Sight c . As if 
he had faid, great as my Crime is againfi 
my Fellow-creatures, it is Nothing, com¬ 
pared with that againfi my Creator. However 
fccure I may be againfi their Refentment, 
it yields me noComfort, while I continue an 
Objedt of his Wrath. You may read over 

* Pfal. li, i, 2, 5, 4. 
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the reft in private: the fame Spirit breathes 
from the Beginning to the End. Now, the 
King might eaiily have given the Prophet a 
very different Reception: have denied the ' 
Fad, driven him from his Prefence, ^confined 
him as a Madman, punifhed him as a falfe,* 
Accufer: or might have broke off the Dif- 
courfe as foon as it grew painful, pleaded 
urgent Affairs, and told him as Felix did Paul, 
even when he trembled under his Preaching, 
Go thy Way for this Time: when I have a con - 
venient Seajbn , I will call for thee d : a Seafbn 
’which he determined fhould never come. 
Nay, truly, according to modern Modes of 
Thinking, he might have frankly owned the 
Whole: treated the Adultery as a Trifle, efpeci- 
ally in a Perfon of any Rank; and perhaps the 
Murder too, as an undefirable Confequence 
indeed, but an unavoidable one, of Uriah's 
abfurd Behaviour. For Sinners have numberlefs 
Arts to fence ag&inft the Reproaches of others, 
and to pacify themfelves. But Davidh ad now 
too affedfcing a Conviction of the Horroraof the. 
State in which he had lived fo long, onde to 
think of adding to it frefh Offences: and there* 
fore, without the leaft Anger at the Prophet, 
Without the leaft Excufe for his own Conduit, 

* Afls air, 
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without the leafl: Delay, he humbly confefles, 
I have firmed againft the Lord . 

Let all of us then, who like David have 
finned, in whatever In fiance it be, greater or 
lefs, repent like David too; and, inflead of, 
pervcrllly defending ourfelves by the bad Part 
of his Example, refolve immediately to reform 
ourfelves according to the good. Better were it 
alfo, that our Amendment fliould be accom¬ 
plished by our own private Reflexions on what 
we have done amifs : for this would manifeft 
a greater Senfibility of Heart, and Strength of 
good Purpofe, than if foreign Aid appear to 
be wanting. But the Cafe before us plainly 
thews that we have fome times abfolutc Need 
of other Monitors, bclides that within. For 
if a Man, of fo much Piety and Difcerninent 
as David had, was fo long without thinking, 
and perhaps, left to himfelf, would never 
have thought effectually, of fuch flagrant 
Crimes as his yvere: how highly neceflary is 
fome Remembrancer to the Generality of 
Perfons, who arc fo defirous to impofe upon 
themfelves, and in the many Points of Con¬ 
duct, where that worfl Kind of Delufion is 
fo leafilf praCtifed! As therefore God ap- * 
pointed his Prophets formerly by occafional 
and extraordinary Commiflions, he hath 
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now given the Minifters of his Word a 
Handing and conftant one, to his People 
their TranfgreJJion , and the Hoije o f Jacob their 
Sins 6 . We have not, as they had often, the 
Cafes of tingle Perfons revealed to us, and given 
% us in Charge: nor need wc now, when the 
Returns of public Inftrudtion and Exhorta¬ 
tion, comprehending all Cafes, are fo frequent. 
We are not fent to this or that Sinner by 
Name: and it is but feldom, that we dare 
truft ourfelves to undertake voluntarily a Mat¬ 
ter of fuch Delicacy, as feparate Reproof or 
• Examination ; where falfe Reports and Opi¬ 
nions, Prejudices and Paflions, may fo pro¬ 
bably occalion us to miftake, or be miftaken $ 
and Circumtlanccs without Number may pro¬ 
duce Harm from our Attempt, inftcad of 
Good. From this Place, therefore, we direct 
our Warnings to you all in general: and de¬ 
ceive not yourfelves, and injure not us, by 
fulpedling us at any Time of fuch Wic&ednefs 
and Folly, as to think of pointing from hence 
at any one in particular. We, leave it iijtirely 
to your own Conferences to tell each of you 
in your Turn, when your own Guilt is touch¬ 
ed, Thou art the Man . We hope they tell 
ypu fo faithfully, when we little imagine 

* Ifaiah Iviii. 1. 
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there is Need of it: and the Intent of the Mi- 
niftry committed to us, is, that they fhould. 
For the Word of God, intruded with us, un¬ 
worthy as we are, is quick and powerful, and 
fiarper than any two-edged Sword, piercing even 
to the dividing a funder of Soul and Spirit, and 
of the foints and Marrow, and is a Difcerner 
of the 'Thoughts a?id Intents of the Heart 1 . It 
is to him you lie open, and not to us, when 
you hear your Bofom-Sins defcribed. It is 
from knowing, chiefly by the Study of the 
holy Scriptures, what Mankind are, that we 
fpeak, not from Information what fuch or fuch 
a Man is, when you fancy we hint at the 
Failings of your Neighbours. Ufe not there¬ 
fore the Preaching of the Gofpel, either for 
a Matter of Reproach to them, or of Accufa- 
tion againft us: but folely in Subfervience to 
its important Defign, the Reformation of 
yourlelves. Whenever the Picture of De¬ 
formity, which, we draw, is not your own ; 
thank God for it, and forbear to confider, 
whom it may refcmble. Whenever it is your 
own, in Whole or in Part, which the Wit- 
nefs within your Breafls will, if permitted, 
and perhaps though forbidden, plainly fignify 
to you j embrace the Conviction meekly and 

f Hcb. iv. 12. 

i 4 k , 
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iincerely: ftand not again ft it, fly not front 
it; but fearch the Wound to the Bottom, and 
let Repentance have its perfect Work *, 

Indeed, let the Perfon, that makes you 
known to youri'elves, be ever fo little autho¬ 
rized to do it, Hill you are indifpenfably con¬ 
cerned to take Notice of it. If he profefs him- 
felf a Friend, he hath given you the trueft and 
boldeft Proof of his Friendihip, that can be. 
If he be a mere Acquaintance, or a Stranger, 
but appear toadmonifti you with good Inten¬ 
tion 5 you ought to efteem him for it as long 
* as you live. And were you to believe him ever 
fo much your Enemy, never let that provoke 
you to become your own : think only, if he 
fpeaks Truth, and fubmit to it; amend, and 
difappoint him. Strive not to make your- 
felves eafy in what you feel is wrong, but quit 
it. Strive not to colour over and palliate 
Matters: for this is deceiving no one, but your 
own Souls. If you are hitherto undifeovercd 
by the World, leaving off is by fer the likelieft 
Way to he fecurc: if others know you® Faults, 
all you have remaining is to let them know 
vour Penitence too. On this, whoever hath 
any Senle, either of Religion or Humanity, 

will 


s James i, 4, 
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will treat you tenderly. But whatever Shame 
may attend acknowledging Errors and chang¬ 
ing wrong Courfes, it is only Part of what 
they have deferved $ and we had much better 
be ashamed in this Life, than the next. Sooner 

i 

or later, every Sinner muft repent: and the 
/ingle Queftion is, whether it /hall be here¬ 
after, when Grief will /erve only for an Ingre¬ 
dient in our Mifery; or now, while it may 
intirely prevent the Danger, and be followed 
immediately by Comfort and Joy. Surely this 
Cafe is much too clear to admit of Doubt. 
And therefore let us all zealoufly purfue the 
Advice given tar Job : If Iniquity be in thine 
Hand, put it far away, and let not Wickednefs 
dwell in thy Tabernacle . For then Jhalt thou 
lift up thy Face without Spot: yea, thou jhalt 
be JledfaJl, and Jhalt not fear h . No fooner had 
David faid, with due Contrition of Heart, I 
have finned againfi the Lord, but Nathan re¬ 
vived him with that A/Turance, The Lord 
alfo hath put away thy Sin, thou jhalt not die: 
which is the Ground-work of the Obferva- 
tion to be made from the Text, 

IV. That if we repent as we ought, the 
greateft Sins will be forgiven us. 


h Job xi, 14,15. 


This 
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This iixJeedourownReafon cairnotprooiife, 
with any, Certainty atalL God we knowis 
good. Man ia frail. And hence we have Caufe 
to hope; that his Gopdnefs will extend to the 
Pardon of our Frailties. But then, in Pro¬ 
portion as we go beyond Frailties, to grofs, 
deliberate,, wilful; habitual Tranfgrefiions, this 
Hope diminiflies continually: till at length it 
becomes exceedingly doubtful; and tfpecially 
to thofe, whofe inward Peace depends the moft 
upon not doubting, whether the Holinefs of 
God’s Nature, and the Hpnouf Of his unive^il 
Government will « fuiier him tp -pardoii fome 
Offenders at all,- however penitent; 'whether 
any, without previous Correction; (whoknows 
what, or how long ?) and whether he will be- 
Jftow future Happinefs, far, a greater Tinie or 
a lefs, even where he may inflid no future. 
Punifhment. 'Still, in the Midffc of thefe Pei- 
plexities, be they ever fo inextricable. Repent-. 
ante, including the Amendment fob which 
Men have Strength, is not. ojdy their Duty, 
but their ^Vifdom too: Jbeca^r^Inf^^ility of 
old Sins, and Addition of ne^v hnesy will make 

* V 'i • 

their Condition, bad as it-jmy he, daily worfe: 
and fo far as any Tiling oftheif own doing iah 
better it. Reformation mull. But Knowfedge 

Vol.II. ; Y of 
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of thus much only, though it affords .very pro¬ 
per Direction, fuggefts little Comfort at the 
lame Time, or Spirit to follow Direction. And 
therefore every Manifeftation of his Pleafure, 
which God hath made to Man from the Begin¬ 
ning, hath always carried in it fome Encourage¬ 
ment to trail in his Mercy, beyond the Mo¬ 
tives which our unaflifted Faculties were able 
to furniih. Yet the Pardon of fuch Sins, at- 
tended with fuch Aggravations, as David's 
were, had not, even in his Days, by any Means 
been exprefsly promifed. And therefore this 
Declamtion of tlw Prophet fnuft not Only re¬ 
lieve him, in the Agony of his Guilt, from the 
dreadfulleft Apprehenfions that can be con- 
. ceived; on which Account, we may*prefume, 
it was made to him fo inftantly: but mu ft alio 
diifufe Confutation among Multitudes* through 
that and the following Ages, which could not 
fail,to Be acquainted with fo -extraordinary a 
Cafe* and muft incline all true Penitents to 
hetieve, that theirs alfo, whatever it was, would, 
on like Terms, obtain Favour. But ftill it is 
eafy to miftake in'arguing from one Cafe to 
another, especially our own: befides that par¬ 
ticular Inftances do not amount to general 
AfTuranc.es. And though fuch Aflurances were 

3 
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given in the latter Part of the Jewijh Reve¬ 
lation, chiefly by the Prophet Ezekiel 1 ; yefc It 
might not be clear to everyone, whether they 
related to another Life, or only to the prelent t 
^nor was this Revelation received, pr known 
almoft, in any Nation, excepting that one. 
The unlimited Gofpel-promifes therefore of 
Forgivenefs and Grace, proclaimed to alPthe 
World, have made a Change, unlpeakably 
happy, in the Condition of Mankind. 

And now, as we are ftrangely apt to apply 
every Thing wrong, mo many, inftesd of the* 

* Extreme of Defpondency, run.into tfiat ofprd*' 
fane Boldncfs: and are very near looking dpoft 
Sin, as Nothing to be dreaded^ and Rtmiffion 
of Sin, as Nothing to be thankA^for. At leaft 
the Certainty of it, they conceive, they could 
eafily have difcovcredof themfelves: and there- 
fore have little Obligation to Cbrift, the Pub* 
lilher of a Truth fo obvkms. Nor is it a Won- " 
der, if they, who think ilfghtly of Tranfgref- 
fion, think flightly of Pardon at®: taking one 
ter be a Trifle, they muft take the otherto be a 
Matter of Courlq. But whoever confiders in 
eameft, what it is to havedWbbeyed the Com¬ 
mands, and contradidsd the Wife and gtidd 

*Ezek.xviii. it, xxku!. 14,15, 16. * 

Y z Purpofes 
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Purpofes of the Almighty j to have injured liis 
Creatures, our own Brethren; to have perverted 
the Nature he hath given us; to have disquali¬ 
fied ourfelves from doing and being what he 
madeus fbr; and to have, been guilty of all 
this; in Spite of the Expostulations of our Con¬ 
ferences and our Friends, and of his exprefs 
Threatenings of Hell-fire: far from entertain- 
ii^ prdhiinptuous Imaginations of Safety, from 
any Thing he can knob by his own Wifdom, 
or perform by his own$trength, will earneftly 
long for MVru&ion and Help from above; 
and feel the moR affe^ionate Gratitude to 
hii&^whd hatli not only revealed, but pro- 
cufed Peace fpnus, at the Price of his Blood: 
offering up hh?J&jfe on the Croft, Son of God 
as he was: fo'grea^^ wp the: Difficulty, to 
make it confiftent with^juflice and Holinefs 
to g^rcifc Mercy I ., 


I 


f 111 <+' w t 


d, after all tte hath been, done to af- 

’ > " " fc * y V, 

fare us it Shall be citerpifed, thereare fome, *of 
Minds more^tenderly fonubk than ordinary, 
who, after committing great Offences, or, per¬ 
haps, only iuph as to them appear very great, 
experience the utmost Rduft^pce, either to he 
reaiiuakd to themfelves, prperfuaded that God 
will be reconciled to them.'. And hence not a 


few 
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few of them plunge defperately intoW&afcever 
Folly or Sin will drive away their Uis&ttl&fs 
for the prelent ; while others go on in themoil 
punctual Practice of Piety, but enjoy Icarce 
any Satisfaction from it, overwhelming them- 
felves, on every Occafion and none, with 
groundlefs Terrors. The pernicious Impa¬ 
tience of the former proceeds, in great Mea- 
fure, from a very ah ford and criminal Pride, 
which ought to be humbled by the prudent 
Severity of j uft Reproof." But the meek De¬ 
jection of the latter calls for the teiidferelt Com¬ 
panion and the kindell Encouragement; ypt, 
perhaps, intermixed, now and then, with feme 
Degree of gentle Chiding. To fuch there¬ 
fore it mult be faid; vour < 3 rief and Fear 
prove, that your Heart? is not hardened, hut 
but fincerely defirous to ferVe and pleafe God: 
the good Works j which he enables you to per¬ 
form lo regularly, proveyour Fffitli add Re¬ 
pentance: the Imperfections^ which' you be¬ 
wail, all his Children have, not: you alone. Why 
then are you caji down* and your Spukdifquieted 
within you k ? How ill foever you pay think of 
yourfelves; though God requires you not in 
the leaf! to think worfe than the Truth, and 
would have you judge calmly of your fpiritual 

k Pf. xlii. j. 


State, 
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State, not under the Difkbility of aFright: hut 
whatever Opinion you may form of ypur own 
Defcrts, forbear to entertain an injurious one 
of him. When he hath fent his bleffcd Son 
to make Atonement for you, when he hath 
4old you in his holy Word, when he tells you 
by his Minifters every Day, that this Atone¬ 
ment reaches to the very worft of Cafes, do 
not except your own in Contradiction to him: 
do not indulge Doubts and Scruples about what 
he hath plainly promifed, in order to be mife- 
rable againft his Will: but, together with the 
Sorrow of having offended, allow yourfelves to 
feel the Joy of being reftored to Favour. A 
wife and good Parent would wifh to have his 
•Child affeCted only in a moderate Manner 
'with a Senfe of his paft Faults, when once he 
is returned to his Duty: and though (till he 
hath the Weakneffes incident to his tender 
Age, dbth not reject, him for them, or defire 
he fhould fink under them; but ftrive again ft 
them with a chearing Belief, that he fhall 
out-grow thenvas he approaches to Maturity. 
Why will you not reflect then, that, like as a 
Father, pitietb his own Children , even fo is the 
■Lord merciful to them that fear him t For 'he 
knowetb whereof we are made; he remembereth 
that we are but Ditjl *. Ir 

1 Pfdl. ciii. 15, 14. 
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* It is extremely unhappy, that whcp Rerions. 
attend public Difcourfes on Religion, in .which 
different Inftrudtions, defigncd for as different 
Sorts of Auditors, muft however be fpoken to 
all Sorts promifcuoully,€ach, for the moft Part, 
applies to himfelf juft what doth not belong to 
him, notwithftanding the beft Care to prevent 
it. The bold Sinner confides moil fecurdy in 
what he hears of God’s Mercy: while the IfcW- 
fpirited Penitent almoft dies away, $t the Men¬ 
tion of his Juftice. The firft hath no. Dread 
of the mpil wilful Sins, becaufe the Nature of 
Man is frail: the laft hath no Peace about.the 
moll excufabie Deficiencies, becaufe the Pre¬ 
cepts of the Gofpel are ftri&. We can only 
caution them, not to miftake thus : and beg 

u a 

they would have a more feripus Regard, on the 
pne Side, to their future Happinefs; on the 
other, to their prelent Comfort. It grieves us 
to think of die Terrors, ; that we rnayfome- 
times occafipn thpfe tofuffct, who have no 
Need to fuffer any at all. But we muft of Ne- 
ceffity give out the ftrongeft Warnings againft 
the greateft Danger: and run the Rifque, if 
we qannptavoidit, of making ajew good Per- 
fons uneafy without Caufe, rather than leave 
many bad ones afieep in fetal Self-flattery. ; JFor 
indeed the Dodtrine of Forgivenefs, though in 

Y 4. Itfelf 
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itfelf the moft ingenuous Motive to thankful 
Piety, and .Obedience, is too often moft difin- 
genuoufly perverted to encourage Tranfgref- 
iion. Repentance, Men argue, is fure to ob¬ 
tain Pardon: and Pardon reflores us to the State 
we were in before we did amifs. What Need 
have we then to fcruple going a little Wrong, 
when the Method of fetting all right again 
inimediately is fo plain before us ? But, in 
Reality, true Repentance, a thorough Change 
of Temper and Purpofe, manifefted by a 
Courfe of fuitable Conduft, will be found, 
neither a fhort, nor an eafy Work; but one 
exceeding the Power of Man, without the 
Help of God. And not to fay, Jbow uncer¬ 
tain it is, whether God will give thefe artful 
Contrivers Time to repent effectually,. what 
Profped: is there in the lead;, that they will 
have a Heart -to do it When once they 
have been fo deliberately bafe and wicked, as 
to. rebel againfl him for thatvery Reafbn, 
which ought, of all others* to have made 
them dutiful' tQ, him; where is the Like¬ 
lihood, that they Will ever become fo ho- 
neff and good, as to return and ferve him 
faithfully ? No Alteration requires a larger 
Share of his Grace to effect it: and no Sinners 

have 
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have left Ground to expedt any Shard of it, 
than thefe. But were it ever fo probable; that 
even fuch Offenders might come to amend 
their Doings, yet there is an awful Observa¬ 
tion, arifrng from the Hiftory ^before us, 
which remains to be infilled on, 

V. That Wickcdnels, even after it is for- 
faken, and after it is forgiven, produces never- 
thelefs very often Confequences fo lamentable, 
that for this Caufe, among# others, Inno¬ 
cence is greatly preferable to the fincere# and 
complete# Repentance, that ever was. 

In the very fame Breath, that Nathan tells 
David, the Lord bad put away bis Sin, he tells 
him alfo of a trying AfHidtion, and a very 
trying one it proved, that he fhould immedi¬ 
ately undergo, on Account of that Sin/ 'How- 
beit, hecaufeby. this Deed thou baft given great 
Occafton to the Enemies of the Lord toblafpheme, 
the Child, that h born Unt^ theeiftidll jktefy d ^. 

Nor couhfthemoft fervent Interceffions of the 
( * 

Royal Penitent reverie the Decree. Nay»the 
threatening PredidHon* which the . Prophet 
made to him before his Repentance, that be- 
caufe be had killed Uriah with the Sword, the 
Sword jhould not depart from his Houft', and 

t “ ^ y ; ’ 

m t Sara. xii. 14. 

as 
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as be bad polluted bis Wife , bis own.jhould be 
polluted in the Sight of the Sun n , was permitted 
to befall him, notwithftanding his Repentance, 
with great Exadnefs. Nor doth there need 
much Reflexion upon what pafles in the World 
to fee, that Providence, to this Day, frequently 
fuffers Events of a like Nature to happen: 
partly to complete the Humiliation of the 
Sinner, partly that others may bear andfear 
Sometimes no immediate Connexion be¬ 
tween the Tranfgreflion and the Suflfering is 
vifible, that it may feem to be the Hand of 
Gpd, rather than a natural Effed; though in-' 
deed, would Men confidcr, every Effed pro¬ 
ceeds from his Hand: but commonly, they 
are clofely linked, to deter Men from commit¬ 
ting Iniquity, by* Shewing them before-hand, 
what Fruits they muft exped it to produce. 
Indeed, were only the Pain ?infeparable from 
Repentance, the Feeling of having done ill 
and deferved ill, to diftlnguifh the Condition 
of him who returns to bis Duty, from his 
who has always adhered to it; the DiAinc- 
tion would be very intereAing and.important. 

For how wide is the Difference between 

* 

hating^&nd approving qurfelves: between 
thinking of God with Dread and Shame* 

* z Sam. xii. 9—12. * Deut. xiii. 11. 


and 
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and rejoicing in him as our Trufi from our 
Youth*, and our Portion for ever*! But long 
after Peace is reftored within, which yet will 
never be fo reftored to great Offenders, as not 
to leave Matter of melancholy Reflexion; 
long after Penitents are at Eafe with Refpe<ft 
to their future State; affli&ing Confcquences, 
with Refped: to the prefen t, will How from 
what they have done amifs. Often they*have 
hurt themfelves, alienated their Friends, loft' 
their Time and Opportunities of doing well 
in the World, injured their Chara&ers, their 
Fortunes, their Healths: often they have hurt 
others, fet mifehievous Examples, inticed, 
betrayed, oppreffed, provoked thofe around 
them, and deftroyed, perhaps, by ihort Fol¬ 
lies, what the Endeavours of the reft of their 
Days will never be able to repair. Thefe, 
indeed, are Confederations, under which they 
fhopjd not defpond : but furely others ought 
to take Warning front them, and learn of how 
unfpeakable Value it is, to keep Innocency , and 
take Heed to the Thing that i{ rights from the 
very*firft. Life was not intended to be led 
inconfeftently 5 one Part in doing Wrong, the 
other in being forry for it. Uniform Obe- 

p Pfal, kxi. 5. 4 lb. lxxiii, 16. r lb. xxxvii. 38. 
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dicncc is our Maker's Demand: and whoever 
departs from it wilfully, though he may re¬ 
turn, wiU a flu redly be made to know and fee , 
pue Way or other, that it is a Thing evil and 
hitter , tlut he ha » 'jjly'aken the Lord his God \ 
Lctthofc then, who experience this in them- 
fclve$, lubmit to it with Patience, and revere 
his Juftice: let thofe, who fee it in others, 
thariktully make Ufe of the lnllrudtion it was 
gracloufl^ ckfigned to give them ; and let us 
all preferve a lively Senfe upon our Souls, that 
Evil purfueth Sitimrs, but to ' the righteous 
Goad jkall be repaid \ 

* Jer. ii. 19. \ Prov, mu. %i. 
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And have no Fellow (hip with the unfruitful 
Works of Darknefs : but rather reprove them . 

* m ' 

* 

I F the Practice of their Duty were general 
amongfl Men, it would appear to all of 
us as we come forward into Life, notwit^- 
ftanding our prefent Pronenefs to finful Indul¬ 
gences, extremely natural and eafy. For as 
its Reafonablenefs always recommends it to 
our Underit an dings, and its Amiablenefs to 
our AfFedtions, \yhcn"unbialTed: fo, in thde 
CircumftanCes, the public Example of Good- 
nefs would ^our : {foi||tion, the uni- 

verfal efteem of it excite pur Ambition, and 

* N I' - 

its beneficial: X^i^uen ccs plainly ihew it to 
be our true pre^^ Interefi, . Allurements to 
unlawful Pleafurps wopid then be compara¬ 
tively few ijPjrjpvpcations to ^mptmWnj uries 
none; Gonfcioufnefs of right §chayiour wppld 
make Men pleafed with them fdves; reci¬ 
procal Adts of juftice and Kindnefs would 

make 
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make them happy in each other; and Expe¬ 
rience, tha$ their Being was a Blefling to 
them, woi^Jd produce in their Souls afie&ionate 
Sentiments of reverential Gratitude to the 
bountiful Author of it. Such we fhould have 
found the World, if Sin had not entered into 
it: and fuch we might ftill in a good Mea- 
fure bring it to be, if we would; if moft of 
us did not, befides filling our own Lives with 
Guilt and Mifery; contribute, by a Variety of 
wrong Behaviour, to render our Fellow-crea¬ 
tures alfo wicked and wretched. This we 
all dee and feel to be the real State of Things: 
but how do we aft upon it? We complain 
grievoufly of each other, for the Faults which 
we each of us go on to commit; we com¬ 
plain even of Providence, becaufe the World 
is—only what we have made it; and alledge 
the Mifconduft of 04c Neighbours for a De¬ 
fence of our own,Tnftead of trying to mend 
ourfelves or diem; whereas, evidently our 
Concern is, to 'have no Fetfo'wjhip (with the 
unfruitful Works of Darknefs % hut rat Hr re¬ 
prove them i to prefetve out own Souls from 
the epidemic Diftemper, and ^ram thofe 
around us of the Danger of being infefted. 
But it is with the Security of our perfbnal 
Innocence, that we are to begin; with¬ 
out 
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without which we (hall feJdom in earned: at¬ 
tempt, and fcarce ever fuccefsfully profecutc, 
the Reformation of any one elfe: nor, will the 
sreatefl Succefs in fuch Endeavours avail us, 
if, as our ApofHe exprefles it, wbert^ we have 
f reached to others, we ourfelves are Cajl~away±*. 

The fxrft and principal Consideration then 
is, how to avoid any Fellow/hip with the un¬ 
fruitful, a gentle Term, which means per¬ 
nicious, Works of Darknefs . Now a main 
Point of Caution againft all Sorts of Peril is 
to know, frottt whence chiefly we are to ap- 
* prehend it. But who can fay, from what 
Quarter our Virtue funs the greatest Rifque, 
in a World fo thick fet round with various 
Temptations: where all Vices are fb com¬ 
mon, that it feems a Matter of Cbu#e* and , 
almoft of Neceflity; to indulge one or another; 

, and the Majority of the guilty fa fe large, 
that each confided hitnfMf, iftrfwfne Degree; 
as fafe in the Crowd from divine 
fare, numbering hitdfHf amtigfinite Multitude 
of Sinners, add hot rmemBeqitig 
•mil not tarty long* : where bur Eye# add our 
Ears continuallyfreferit t &’tnSt In&$nfc$ioTifcf 
Crimes, of which elfe we fhbuld never bait 
thought, and faggeft eafy Methodsof attaining 

■ i Cor. u. *7. > Ecclus. vii, 16. 

what 
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what we believed to be as impracticable, as we 
know it to be unlawful i where the Profpe- 
rity of ill Men fo ftrongly prompts us to envy 
their Condition, imitate theif Prefumptuouf- 
nefs, and doubt of a fuperintending Power i 
where every natural Inclination that we have # 
meets with fomething to inflame it beyond 
Bounds, or turn it aflde from its proper Ob¬ 
ject : where Fear of Inconveniences threaten¬ 
ing-upright Conduct, and Hope of gaining 
Advantages by Deviations from it, work 
within us continually: where Injuries,' real or 
fancied, ace daily provoking u$/to injure or * 
hate in Return; and even Friendship and 
kind Afie&ion, meeting too often with unde-, 
ferving Obje&s, make us partial and unfair, 
fubfervient to the Purpofes of the bad or 
injudicious, and criminally negligent of the 
Merits of the worthy ? • - - 

Here is already an alarming Lift of Dan¬ 
gers : and yet one Source of diem remains 
unmcntioned, fo very fruitful, that probably it 
brings more of us to Ruin than aB die Ted: I 
mean, our flrong Tendency to follow what- 
eV^JRopseedents are fet us ivWh&h being the 
great Seducer of Mankind Fellowship 

with one another in the unfruitful Works of 

Darknejs* 


4 
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JSarkntfs, I fhall confine ftiyfelf to the Conii- 
'deration of it in the Sequel of this Difcourfh 

A Difpofition to fall in with what we fee 
others do is one of the earlieft natural Prin¬ 
ciples that we exert: and in itfelf a very bene¬ 
ficial one. For by Means of it we learn, with 
Eafe and Pleafure, a Multitude of Things ne- 
cefiary or lerviceable in Life: conform readily 
to the Inclinations of thofe about us in a thou- 
fand Matters of Indifference, and from mutual 

* i 

Likenefs become mutually agreeable. By the 
fame Means alfo, were Patterns of Piety and 
Virtue more frequent, or we more attentive to 
them, we might be excited, as undoubtedly it 
# wasdefigned we fhould, to copy, and even rival, 
each other’s laudable Qualities. But where 
Things are capable of contrary Ufes, we gene¬ 
rally make the worft of tfyem: and in no Cafe 
more than this. The Example of Evil, in a 
corrupted World, is by much theoftenefl in 
our View: which the weak and indolent imi¬ 
tate without Reflexion ; the •good-humoured, 
and pliable are drawn after them by the Defire 
of pleafing, though in wrong Ways ; the vairt 
and ambitious byFondnefs of excelling though 
in culpable Attainments j and almoft all by the 
Shame of Singularity and Dread of Ridicule: 
Vol. II. 7 til] 
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till the Numbers ot the faulty being thus be¬ 
come abundantly fufficient to keep one ano¬ 
ther in Countenance, Cuftom refufes to let its 
Authority be any longer examined, and fets up 
itfelf as the fob Rule of Conduct. , 

For, even when wc feem to adl the moft* 
entirely from Opinions and Difpofitions of our 
own, thole, upon Inquiry, will be frequently 
found to derive, if not their Original, at leafta 
great Part of. their Strength, from the Deference 
that we pay to the Notions and Pra&ice of the 
World. Thus Men fpeak and think flightly of 
Religion, often without imagining they know* 
any Objection of Weight againft it: and yet 
how they can have the very loweft Degree <*f 
♦ Belief in it, and not believe it to be an Affair of 
the utmoft Importance, is quite inconceivable: 
but notwithftanding they treat it, without 
Scruple, as a llight Matter, becaufe they fee 
it commonly treated fo. But this Degree of 
Depravity is not univcrfal. We, perhaps, may 
blame thofewho do fo,and with Marks of great 
Serioufnefs profefs ourfelves Chriftians: yet, it 
may be, are eaiy in tranfgrefling, in a higher 
Degree or a lower, as Occaiion offers, almoft 
every Precept of Chriftianity, becaufe others, 
who sail thcmfelvcs Chriftians alfo,do the fame 

Thing. 
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*Thing. We acknowledge that we are foon to 
leave this Earth, and give an Account to God 
of the Part which we have aded upon it: yet 
perceiving, that moft People about us over¬ 
look thefe awful Truths, we can do fo too, as 
abfolutely, as if we had no Concern in them. 
And, to be a little more particular: what is it 
that makes us in our common Difcourfe fo re- 
gardlefs of Equity and Humanity, fo eager to 
fpeak Evil and propagate Scandal ? Surely not 
always Malignity of Heart: and certainly very 
feldom any peculiar Knowledge of the Cafe, or 
Intereil in it. But fuch is the reigning Turn of 
Convcrfation, which we are wicked and weak 
enough to adopt and promote,at the very Time 
that we inveigh bitterly againfl: it, and fufFcr 
grievoufly by it. Again : how many are there 
who trifle away their Days, in thinking of and 
doing Nothing that tends to any one good Pur- 
pofe, only bccaule fuch .Trifling is fafliionable! 

’ How many affed Follies and Vices, to which, 
at the Bottom, they have little or no Liking, 
which are highly prejudicial, and will probably 
be fatal to them, merely tecaufe they are in 
Vogue :. and for ho wifer a Reafon will perfe- 
yere in them, when Nature cries aloud to have 
them left off! How.many diUccfs and undo 

Z 2 . them- 
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themfelves and their Families, by imprudently 
vying with the Luxury and Expeniivenefs of 
tliofe about them, nay, of thofe above them ! 
And, in general, from what is it elfe, than 
taking it on Truft from common Perfuafion, 
that poffeffing the Things of this World is 
Happinefs ; though we not only may obferve 
the contrary in all whom we know*, but feel it 
in ourfelves j that we pur fuc them through 
Sins and through Sufferings of all Kinds, 
and admire and deted one another on Account 
of them, at the Rate we do ? What, indeed, elfe 
could fupport the Abfurdity of feeking our chief 
Good where plainly it is not, but that we all 
fee one another do fo, and will perfuade our- 
fclves, againd the fulled evidence, that fo uni- 
verlal an Attachment mud be well grounded ? 

But the Example of a fmall Part of Mankind 
is often fufficient to lead us into drange Errors. 
Where Party-zeal of any Kind prevails, info 
what mondrous | opinions of Men and Things, 
what utter Difregard to all Truth and Judice, 
to public Spirit«and Humanity, will Men run 
one after another! Indeed they will do Things, 
when united in Bodies, which, taken lingly, 
they, would abhor: nay, will think they judify 
their own Behaviour completely, by alledging 
onlv, that it is the fame with that of their 

Oppofers, 
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Oppofers, whom they condemn as the worft 
of Men. Sometimes a lefs Authority than 
this proves able to mifguide 11s: and a blind 
Prepoffeflion in favour of a few Perfons, or a 
fmgle one, fhall feduce us into a v^ry unjufti- 
fiable Imitation; and even make us, by the 
Meannefs of it, contemptible, or, by carrying 
it too far, guilty, when what we meant to 
copy was commendable, or however innocent. 

Without fpecifying more Inftances, or en¬ 
larging on thefe,the Milchiefs of being injudi- 
cioufly conformed to this P/or Id* appear fo con- 
(iderable, as to make the Remedies which can 
be found for it extremely defirable. Now 
Remedies of Mifchiefs vary with their Caufes: 
which in this Cafe are numerpus. 

, 1. Som t follow the Multitude to do Evil* from 
mere Inconfideratenefs: poor Creatures, greatly 
to be pitied, and yet levercly reproved. For, 
furely, enough depends on our chufing right in 
Life, to make us think about it: and there is 
Appearance enough of Errors in the common 
Pradfcice, to give us no little QifHdencein a Mat¬ 
ter of fuch Moment. But Mankind in general 
being thoughtlefs, each Individual, as he goes 
on with the reft, finding few or none different 

« Rom, xii. 2. d Exod. xxiil. 2. 
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from himfelf to compare with, is harcHy fen- 
lible of his own being fo. Yet would we, in 
Imagination, ftep out of the prefent Scene of 
Things for a while, confider ourfelves as mere 
Spectators, and view the Courfc of them as 
they pafs before us, how amazing would the 
Sight be ! The plain and only Way to Ilappi- 
nets, through the faithful Cultivation of Piety 
and Virtue, almoft unanimoufly negledted: 
Nations and Ages treading, in mutual implicit 
Reliancej Paths leading to Dcftru&ionthe lefs 
faulty furprizingly apt to be diflipatcd in a 
Hurry of Amnfements, or plod on in worldly 
Bufinels without higher Attentions : the reft, 
by irregular Pafiions, and unlawful Purfuits, 
making thcmfelves and their Neighbours as 
wretched at prelent as they well can, and at 
the lame Time providing for unfpcakably 
greater Milery hereafter: every Generation 
reminded, every fmgle Perfon feeing*’bn one 
Occalion or ano'iher, in how wrong a\Courfe 
they arc $ yet.(hutting their Eyes agiin, and 
going forward blindfold : none almoft taking 
Warning by the Fate of his PredecelTors ; but 
each leaving, in his Turn, an ufelefs Admo¬ 
nition of his own to fuch as come in his Stead. 
*fhis their Way is their Folly: yet their Pojle- 
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rity approve their Sayings*. And fhall we be 
of the Number of thofe who adt thus: or 
rather aflert our Right to judge for ourfelves, 
where it concerns us fo nearly ? Such is the 
Ufage of the World: but is it the pidlatc of 
Confcience, is it the Road to Happinefs ? The 
Multitude, blind headers of the blind* , have 
they Reafon, have they Scripture, have they 
the final Event of TJiings, to juftify them ? 
If not, let us chufc a fafer Guidance; and 
apply the real Rule of Life to direct our 
Steps: afk ourlelves often, what wc are 
doing, and what it tends to ? Stop fliort 
wherever we difeern Ground for Sufpicion ; 
beware of plaufible Pleas, for they often colour 
over the worft Adtions; beware of indifereet 
Compliances, for they border nearly upon cri¬ 
minal ones; and ever remember the Son of 
Sirach's Advice: Go nti in a Way , wherein thou 
mayejl fall . Be not confident in a plain Way*. 
But above all let us beware of ourfelves: and 
recollcdting, as wc have but* too much Cauftr, 
our natural Supinencfs,andFprgetfultu?fkof the 
Cautions that we fo often receive, give the 
mire earnefi Heed to the Things which we have 

« * » 

* T 

* Pfol. xli*. 13. f M&ttk. xv. 14.. t Ecdas xxxii. 21, zz. 
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heard , left at any 'Time we let them ftip\ 5 and 
ftt our Hearts unto the Words of God*s Law , 
for it is not a vain Thing fqr us, becaufe it is 
our Life 1 , 

2. Others there arc, not abfblutely thought- 
lefs about their Conduct, but diftruftfulof their 
own Judgment: born down by To great an 
Authority, as the Practice of all Mankind ap¬ 
pears to be, again ft Serioufnefs in Religion and 
Stridtnefs in Virtue. But, univerfal as this 
Pradlice may ieem, there are many Exceptions 
from it amongft all Ranks, and lome, God be 
praifed,in the higheft, of exemplary Chriftians, 
who, in the Midjl of a crooked andperverfe Gene¬ 
ration, Jhine as Lights in the Wifild *. But were 
the Apoftacy more general than it is, yet being 
the EfFedl of mere Inconfideratenefs pr un¬ 
governed Paffions, what Weight can there be 
in the moil perfect Agreement of Perfons thus 
influenced ? Or if ftill the Multitude together 
look formidable, feparate them j and ponftder 
iingly, of whom the Whole is compofed. The 
much larger Part will be acknowledged at firft 
Sight to be fuch, as we fhould be aftiamed once 
to think of taking for our Directors, ip a Point 
of any Confequence. And fqr the reft: the 
rich and great are rather peculiarly expofed to 

k Heb. ii. 1. 1 Dcur. xxxii.46,47. * k Phil. ii. 15. 
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Temptation, and, of Courfe, to fall, than qua** 
lified to difcover and relifh thofe momentous 
Truths and Rules of Life, which Humility 
and Retirement into ourfelves beft difpofe us to , 
receive" The learned andltnowing are liable 
to be milled into wrong Judgments by the 
Vanity of judging differently from common 
Men; nor do they always ad agreeably to 
what they inwardly think. And the reputed 
wife and able very frequently have never con- 
fidered in earneft what the true Wifdom of 
Life is, but only bufied themfelves with a filly 
Cunning to attain what they have rafhly and 
falfely taken for the End, at which they were 
to aim. 

But further: this univertel Content, pleaded • 
againft obterving the Precepts of Religion, is, 
when examined, no Content at all. For as the 
Vices, of Men are contrary to each other, and 
every vicious Temper is full of Incon&flencics 
within itfelf: no one immoral Courfe will ever 
be'generally approved, nor almofl any one im¬ 
moral Perfon continue long # of the mile Opi¬ 
nion. The only Thing, in which tve fhall 
find them agree, is that, which they all by 
Turns own, that the Condudofthe virtuous is 
fight; and their own, wrong. Here, therefore, 

* a pious 
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a pious and difcrect Man will eafily raiie an in- 
teftine War amongft the Enemy: defend 
himfelf againft one Side by the Authority of 
the other; indeed againft all Sides by the Au¬ 
thority of all: and in conclufion refolve, 
flighting and pitying a divided giddy Crowd, 
in every good V/ork to trujl his own Soul ; for 
this is the Keeping of the Commandments \ 

3. Another ftrong Inducement to have Fel- 
lowfliip -with the bad Cuftoms of the World, 
is Defire of being efteemed by it. But do the 
vicious really efteem one another ? Do they 
not almoft always hate or defpife one aiiother ? 
Or fuppofe that, for joining in their Sins and 
Abfurdities, you were fure to receive their Ap- 
t plaufe as your Reward. Perhaps the whole 
Meaning of it is at the Bottom no more than 
this: they want to keep themfclvcs in*Counte- 
nance, being confcious that they haveOccafion 
for it, by adding as many as .they can to their 
Number j and their good Opinion of you is 
thinking you weak enough to be drawn in for 
one. Or perhaps the Superiority, which your 
Innocence gives you over them, is painful to 
them.; apd they would fain bring you down to 
their own Level* Or they have fome interefted 

1 ISgdus xxxii. 23. 
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Pefign upon you, or they confider you as an 
Inftrument fitted toamufe and entertain them; 
and fo extol you, while they deride you. This,* 
you fee, is not being admired: it is being made 
•a Tool. But were it otherwife: confider a 
little 5 what can fuch Admiration be worth ? 
How long will it be likely to laft ? And what 
mull the Confequcnces prove, now and to 
Eternity ? Why then, inftead of courting out¬ 
ward Regard from thoie, who inwardly con¬ 
demn themfelves, do you not chufe to be re- 
fpedted by the wife and good, to enjoy the 
Teftimony of your own Confcience, and to 
iecure the' important Approbation of him, 
who hath laid. Them that honour me, I will 
honour : and they that dejpife me, Jhfill be lightly 
rjlecmed m ? 

4. A further Motive, which yet more power> 
fully inclines too many to unlawful Compli¬ 
ances, is falfe G ood-naturc and Shame., The^ 
have foexcefiive a Flexibility pf Temper, that 
they know not how to fland but againft what 
the Practice of the World ivcoinmertds, ;and 
efpecially what their Acquaintance invite and 
prefs them to, though they eVer fo clearly fee 
the Impropriety of it, and have ever fa firmly 

* 1 Sam, ii. 30. 
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refelved the contrary. Unhappy Creatures, 
betrayed by Difpofitions, almoft* virtuous, into 
Vice! The truly good-natured Part, would 
they but reflect, is to lead others in the right 
Way, not to follow them in the wrong: the 
tfuly fhameful Behaviour, not to be refolute, 
obflinate, if Tempters pleafe to call it fo, in 
confulting our ’ prefent and future Welfare. 
Beware of Evil, faith the Son of Sirach, and be 
not ajhamed, when it conccrneth thy Soul .‘ For 
there is a Shame , that brmgeth Sin: and there is a 
Shame which is Glory and Grace . Accept no 
Pcrfon again/I thy Soul: and let not the Reve¬ 
rence of any Man caufe thee to fall \ There is, 
that defiroyeth his own Soul through BaJJfulmfs, 
and by accepting of Perfons, ovcrtlnrowctb him - 
fiff*. But they, who have the Misfortune to be 
of this Make,fhouid by no Means trufl to their 
own moil folemn Purpofes, or even Vows. 
Their chief Safety is in Flight; in avoiding, to 
their utmoft, fuch Company and fuch Things, 
though ever fo agreeable, as may endanger their 
Innocence; and* keeping at a Diftance from 
Temptation, till they can bear it better. Thus 
they willefcape at once the Uneafnefs of re¬ 
filling and the Hazard of yielding, and increase 

» Ecdus iv. 20,4i, 2z. • Ecclus xx, ta. 
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their Strength gradually by a cautious Exercife 
of it: provided they reft not in human Means 
only, but, with Faith and Humility unfeigned, 
apply for and depend on the divine Affiftance, 
promifed through Jefus Chrift ; the Necefiity 
of which for every Perfon, in every Cafe, we 
prefume you always underftand* and for that 
lole Reafon we do not always exprefs it. 

5. With this inward Weaknefs is commonly . 
joined an Apprehenfion of Difficulties from 
without: of public Diflike and Cenfure for 
condemning the public Tafte by a different 
Conduft; or at lead of much Ridicule, a 
Thing full as hard to be borne, for doing con- 
fcientioufly what the World defpifes, and ab- 
ftaining from what it doth without Scruple. 
But let not the Danger of Cenfure appear to 
any one fo frightful. Indeed if *Pcrfons take 
abfurd or indifferent Obfervances to be great 
Duties; if they are drift in the Performance 
of one Duty, and grofsiy negligent of others ■, 
or if to the Performance of many there be 
added, either a vain Defire of making their own 
Goodnefs remarkable, or the provoking Sin of 
Uncharitablenefs towardsothers, they muft not 
expeft very favourable Treatment, But an 
uniformly good Chriftian, without Superftition, 

6 without 
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without AfFe&ation, and without Sournefs, 
which are furelynone of them Virtues, may live 
foberly , righteoujly and godly in this prefent JV?rld 9 , 
bad as it is, ever fo long, without any great 
Danger, either of making himfelf Enemies, by 
doing no Harm and as much Good as he can,* 
or of falling into Contempt, for adting only 
a$ every Man in his Heart know*: he himfelf 
*ou‘ght to adt. But if ever this prove otherwife, 
inftead of bein gjhaken in our Minds q by it, let 

us confier, how much more Cenfure we fhould 

* * * 

incur and deferve by a vicious Life, to fay No¬ 
thing of other Incohvcniences: and above all;* 
let? us confider that infinitely more important 
Cenfure, which both wc, and our Scorners, 
are fhortly to undergo: and iince, as St. Peter 
argues, they who think it frange, that we run 
not with them to thefame Exoefs of Riot, fpeaking 
Evil of us, fall give Account to him , that is ready 
to judge the %uick and the Dead ; let us arm 
ourfelves with this Mind, that we live *not our 
‘Time in the Fiefs to the Lujls of Men, but to 
the Will of God 1 . 

As for the Ridicule, which ludicrous Scoffers 
love to throw upon Religion r we may avoid 

much of it by Prudence, and defpife the reft 

* 

pTit.ii. 12. q 2 Theft ii. z. r i Pet.iv. i, 2. 4, 5. 
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with Eafe. It falls heavieft on the Pretences 
to Piety made by the vicious ; and we (hall 
feldom be thought fuch, if we are not; or on 
the Refervednefs and Formality of fome, who 
are good. Now indeed it is never advifable to 
go the utmoft Lengths of what may, ftri&ly 
fpeaking, be juft lawful; they adjoin fo very 
clofely on what is forbidden: yet there is a 
contrary Extreme, an immoderate Sufpiciouf- 
nefs of innocent Compliances. And they, who 
indulge it, lay a heavier Burthen on themfelves 
than they need, perhaps than they will fupport 
without linking under it. But at leaft they 
rob their own Minds of that Serenity* and 
Chearfulnefs, which they might and ought to 
have enjoyed : they difguife Religion under a 
gloomy uninviting Appearance, which is great * 
Pity; and furnifli the profane with a grievous 
Handle for expoling both them and it; till per¬ 
haps they at Length grow a/hamed of their 
Profeflion, and make a fudden Exchange of 
their exeellive Rigour for tbte worie Errors of 
Libertinifm and Infidelity. Therefore, in a 
moderate Degree, on proper Occafions, let us 

not be backward to bear a Part in fuch Cuftoms 

* 

of the World, as we are fure we fafely may: 
and let it, if poffible, be a graceful bne. On 

the 
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the other Hand, whatever, though harmlefs in 
itfelf, may be a Snare to us, or by our Means to 
others, let us abflain from it indeed refolutely, 
'but abftain with an eafy Air and Manner: keep 
our Reafons to ourfelves, rather than be eager 
to mention them : or mention them, if it may • 
do Good, without exaggerating or infifting too 
Vehemently upon any Thing; but fo as may 
beft convince Men of the Solidity of our Judge¬ 
ment, and'Reafonablenefs of our Conduit. Be¬ 
having thus, we may well hope to become Ob¬ 
jects, at leait after a while, of Reipedt inftead of 
Derifion, to which no Part of genuine Piety is • 
on any Account liable. And they, who fet 
themfelves to make a Jefl of it, might without 
Difficulty, if the Serioufiiefs of their Cafe, and 
fometimes Pity, fometimes juft Indignation, did 
not prevent it, have that Weapon turned upon 
them, and be proved the moil abfurd of all 
human Beings. Their Scrupulouihefs of ad¬ 
mitting the moil indubitable Truths of Re¬ 
ligion ; and Rtadinefs at the fame Time to 
acquiefce. in the wiideft Imaginations, that 
are unfavourable to it: their Schemes of 
making themfelves eafy by counteracting 
the -Dictates of their own Confidences ; 
and kfcppy by tranfgreffing the Laws of 
infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs, enforced by 

almighty 
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almighty Power: their Delight in the Hopes 
of exifting no longer than the Space of this 
tranfitory Life, and their Hafte to ruin Health, 
Fortune and Reputation, all that can afford 
.them Enjoyment, in the very Beginning of 
'Life: their earned Purfuits of what they fre¬ 
quently defpife at the Time, and almoft always 
naufeate foon after they have attained it $ and 
the tormenting inward Conflicts, that they 
often experience, between two Pafiions, both 
of them perhaps foolifh, and both pernicious, 
.which fliall be preferred: furely thefe Things, 
and above all their triumphing in the Wifdom 
of thefe Things, and infulting thofe who are 
ftupid enough to follow the Rules of plain 
Reafon, and the Directions of God himfclf 
from Heaven, as the bed Guides to their pre- 
fent and future Well-being, might, without 
any great Effort, be fo deferibed, as to retort 
on their own Heads a double Share .of the 
Contempt, vrtiich they are fo liberal in throw¬ 
ing aboift them. But however unwilling or 
unfit a wife Man may be to tmfwer Foils ac¬ 
cording to their Folly \ at lead he will fee it to 
be unworthy of his Notice; and go on, un¬ 
concerned, through the impotent Attacks of 
it, in the Ready Practice of whatfoever Things 

• Prov. xxvi. 4, 5. 
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are true and honejl, whatfoevcr Things are lovely 
and f good Report 1 ; recollecting daily that 
awful and repeated Declaration of the holy 
e/its , Whomever Jhall be ajhamed of me and (f 
my Words in this adulterous and Jinful Genera - 
tion, of him alfo fall the Son of Man be ajhamed; 
when he cometb in the Glory of his Father with 
the holy Angels \ Then jhall the r ighteous Man, 
as the Book of Wifdom beautifully exprefles it, 
Jland in great Boldnefs before the Face of fuch as 
made no Account of his Labours . And they, re¬ 
penting and groaning for Angutfb of Spirit, fall 
within themfehes , This was he, whom we 
had fame Time in Derijion , and a Proverb of 
Reproach . We Fools, accounted his Life Mad - 
nejs, and his End to be without Honour . Ho w 
is he numbered among the Children of God, and 
his Lot is amongft the Saints ! Therefore have 
we erred from the Way of Truth, and wearied 



ourfekes in the Way of Wickednefs and Dejlruc- 
tisn. What hath our Pride profited us, and 
what Good hath our Vaunting brought us t All 
thofe Things art pafied away like a Shadow; and 
as the Dig! that is blown away with the Wind, 
But the rift cons live for evermore: their Re - 
ward alfo is with the Lord, and the Care of 
them is with the Mofi High w . „ 

* Phil, iv. 8 . Maik viii, 38. 
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Eph. V. II. 

And have no Fellowjhip with the unfruitful 
Works of Darknefs , but rather reprove them . 

T HE Prevalence of Impiety and Immo¬ 
rality in the World, hath not only made 
the original Duties of Mankind more difficult, 
by increafing the Temptations to tranfgrefs 
them, but added to their Number many new 
Obligations of great Importance, relating partly 
to the Concern of preferring ourfelves, partly 
to the Charity of guarding others, from the 
general Infe&ion. Our own Prefervation is 
doubtlefs to be the firft Obje<£t of our. Atten¬ 
tion, as we are primarily intruded with, and 
anfwerable for, our own Perfons, and have by 
Nature the ftrongeft Solicitude for oUr own 
Happinefs, But Zeal for that of our Fellow-, 
Creatures ought certainly to fill the fecond 
Place in our Bread;s and is a Duty n\uch too 
little regarded, even by the good $£onfidcring 

A a V how 
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how indifpenfably both Religion and' Huma¬ 
nity, and indeed our common Intereft, require 
us to promote what is right and fit, and re- 
ilrain each other from Sin and Ruin, by all 
fuch Methods as we properly can. For every # 
one is by no Means qualified to ufe every’ 
Method: and therefore, without prudent Re¬ 
flexion, many may both labour and fuffer 
much, without any Profpe<ft of its turning to 
Account: nav, mav involve themfelves in 
Guilt by immoderate Eagernefs to reform 

their Neighbours. But, though all mufl: con- * 

« 

fult their own Strength and Opportunities, 
and leave to thole who are better able, and to 
the Providence of God, what they find them¬ 
felves unequal to: there fiili remains to every 
one of us a proper Share of this great Work; 
and we ought to be faithfully diligent, within 
the Sphere of our Influence, be it larger or 
fmaller, to discountenance Wickednefs and en¬ 
courage Piety and Virtue, by all thofe Ways, 
to which God, having adapted our Powers and 
Circumftances, .hath conlequently called us. 
And as thefe vary greatly, fo the Apoftle hath 
given Room in the Text for treating of them 
all, by mentioning the loweft Inftance of due 
Care in this Reipett, having no Fellowjhif with 

the 
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The unfruitful Works of Darknefs; and the 
higheft, reproving them, 

I. The firft of thde, barely not partaking in 
the bad Actions that others commit, may feeni 
perhaps to be fcarce doing any Thing, for die 
oppofite Caufe. And yet, as the common 
Pradtice of Sin is the principal Plea in its Fa¬ 
vour, it is of great Conlcquence to ihew, that 
the Pradtice is not univerfal: that there are ftill 
Perfons left, who fear God and love his Law s, 
who abhor an unworthy Deed, and dcfpife a 
criminal Pleaiure. The profligate, fcnflble 
that d virtuous Character is the iuperior one 
in Speculation, have Nothing left, but to quef- 
tiou the Reality of it in Fadt: and bv refledting 
very little, and converflng with fuch only, or 
chiefly, as are like them Lives, they become hy 
Degrees almoft perfuaded, that all Men are 
wicked, and cannot be otherwife. This Opi¬ 
nion extinguifhes Modefiy, as well as deadens 
Confcience: they triumph in their imaginary 
Difcovery, degrading as it is to hdman Nature, 
and infult the Vanity of thofe, who prefume 
to think themfelves moral Agents,. It is 
lamentable to obferve, how far they have fuc- 
ceeded in their monftrous Attempt to pervert 
the true Order of Things. While they glory 

A a 3 in 
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in their Shame \ too many grow aihamed of 
what they ought to account their Glory; 
would wifli to have their Performance of reli¬ 
gious Duties, and the Regularity of their 
Lives, unknown or disbelieved, or aferibed tg 
fome other Motive than Principle; or, it may 
be, a few faftiionable Sins imputed to them, to 
fave their Reputations. By the Influence of 
fuch prepoftcrous Baflifulnefs, they often be¬ 
come at Length what they defire to feem: at 
leafl they fufFerothers to fall, whom the Autho¬ 
rity of their Example might have fupported, 
and confirm the profane and vicious in their 
wrong Notions and Courfes. Another In¬ 
ducement, befidcs Cowardice, to this improper 
Conduct, is an Abhorrence of being thought 
oftentatious: which hath the more Weight, 
becaufe in all Matters, and efpecially in Reli¬ 
gion, whoever takes uncommon Pains to make 
a Shew, will be fufpefted of not having much 
Reality. But if Affe&ation on that Hand be 
a Fault, AffeAation on the other is a greater; 
and the plain Rule of Behaviour lies. between 
them: .that every Chriilian go through his 
Chriftian Duty with Uprightnefs and Simpli¬ 
city; neither defiring to bring the private 

» Phil. iii. 19. 
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Parts of it into public View, nor labouring to 
make a Secret of his Faith and Practice in 
Cafes, where they would of Courfe be feen. 
A natural artlefs Procedure will as certainly 
vindicate itfelf, as difhonefl Contrivances will 
;bc detected. And therefore let no one fear to 
be thought, or, when Occafion requires, to let 
all Mankind perceive that he is rightly thought, 
religious and confcicntious. The Regulation 
of our Appetites and Paftions, by Rcaion and 
good Senfe, can never be a Ground of Con¬ 
tempt. Doing yujiice and loving Mercy , is 
■ honoured throughout the Earth. And though 
it fhould be added of the fome Perfon, who 
lives by thefe Rules, that he aifo walks humbly 
with hisGod h : one doth not difeern, why that 
iliould lefl'en the good Opinion pre-conccivcd 
of him; or how thole who every Day with 
abjed Servility are worlhipping others, no 
better than themfelves, for trifling Intcrefls, 
can pretend to think it Meanness in him, that 
he honours and adores the Majcer and Judge of 
all. Nay, let it be faid further, that he adores 
him fuitably to the Directions laid down in 
Scripture ; and, confcious of his own Igno¬ 
rance, Guilt, and Wcaknefs, is willing thank¬ 
fully to accept Inftrudion, Pardon, Aihftance, 

b Mic. vi. 8. 
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and eternal Life, the free Gifts of his heavenly 
Father, on the Giver’s Terms, through Faith 
in the Merits of Jefus Chrifi , and the Grace of 
the Holy Spirit j ftill who hath a Right to 
blame him, unlefs he can prove, which no one 
ever hath done or will, that this is not the 
Way to Happinefs here and hereafter, and that 
any other is ? A virtuous, a religious, a Chrif- 
tian Character then, as it always deferves, will 
generally command Re/ped: its Amiablenefs, 
its Importance to public, to private Welfare, 
will be vifible. And, in Proportion as Num¬ 
bers appear pofTefled of it, the vicious will be 
awed into Silence, and the modeller Part of 
them at leaf! into outward Imitation, which 
may produce in Time, through God’s Grace, 
inward Serioufnefs. But, however thefe may 
be affeded, all the well-inclined will rejoice in 
the Pro ted ion, and improve by the Example, 
of fuch declared Friends. Almofl every one 
may do fome Good in this Way, and poffibly 
fir more than he* imagines, merely by main¬ 
taining openly an uniform Tenour of pious and 
moral Behaviour, without taking any Pains to 
call the Attention of Mankind to it. But the 
rich, the noble, the powerful, the learned, the 
ingenious, the admired, thofe efpecially in 
whom feveral of theie Advantages are united, 

may. 


c 



SERMON XVI. 361 

may, barely by manifefting themfelves to be 
fuch as they ought, each of them fingly re¬ 
form or preferve Multitudes of their Inferior*! 
and a Number of them combined oppofe and 
put to Flight the reigning Vices of the whole 
Age in which they live. 

Hence it is, that our Saviour hath laid fo 
great a Strefs on the Duty of confefjing him be¬ 
fore Men c j and exhorted his Difciples thus. 
Ye are the Light of the World; let your Light 
fo Jhine before Men, that they may fee your good 
Works, and glorify your Father, which is in 
Heaven \ Hence alio St. Paul, alluding pro¬ 
bably to the Expreffions of his Mailer, though 
not prefent when they were uled, faith of 
thofe who are blamelefs and harmlefs, the Sons 
of God, without Rebuke, that they fine in the 
Midjl of others as Lights in the World, holding 
forth the Word of Life *. 

II. After exhibiting a. Pattern of Goodnefs 
in ourfelves, our next Care Ihould be to pro¬ 
mote in a proper Manner, on*all fit Occalions, 
the Efleem of whatever i§ good in others. 
The Generality attend not enough to moral 
Excellencies, and too often confider them in 
a wrong Point of View: by which Means they 
overlook, or ibmetimes conceive Prejudices 

* Matth. x. 32. 4 Matth. v. 14. 16. c Phil. ii. 1 y, 16. 
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againft, what they would elfe honour, and be 
proud to imitate. Therefore, whenever favour¬ 
able Opportunities prdent themfelves, they 
fhould be inflantly feized ; and the Rightnefs, 
the Lovclincfs, the beneficial Fruits of each 
Virtue fhewn to fuch as are not yet fufficiently 
fenfible of them: the Ridicule, which hath 
been unjuftly thrown on fomc Duties, taken 
off; and the Mifreprefentationb, which have 
rendered them contemptible, rectified: the 
Plea of exceffive Severity, urged againfl others, 
confuted; and the real Difficulty of praCtifing 
them proved to be eligible, by the bhortnefs 
of its Continuance, and the blefled EfleCts of 
overcoming it. At the fame Time wc fhould 
exemplify thefe Truths, whenever we can, in 
the Characters of the worthy : on whom wc 
fhould be always endeavouring to turn the 
Eyes of our Acquaintance 5 to place them and 
their Actions in an advantageous Light ; to 
vindicate them from Afpenions; to convince 
as many as pofliblO, how much more valuable, 
and conducive both to private and public 
Welfare, a religious and honeft Principle is, 
than the mofl fhining and envied Accompliffi- 
ments, when feparated from it. .Accordingly 
it fhould be our Study to cherifh and recom¬ 
mend fuch as are eminent for this Merit; to 
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fopport and prefer their Interefts * "to make 
them known and acceptable one to another; 
and forward amongft them a general Union, 
that above all Things would gain them Re* 
fpedt and Succefs. But, % 

III. Whilft we are thus labouring *;; - 


courage Virtue and Religion, we mull J : - 
tremely cautious that we obftrutt not out -.t 
Work, by favouring any Sort of Wickccbu; • 
that We never patronize, for the Sake of a r 
own Gratification, What may probably tempt 
unguarded Innocence-into Sin, or furnifh the 
ill-inclined with the Means of committing 
it: that we.contributc not to raife any bad or 
even fufpicious Perfon to a Condition of doing 
Harm: that we protett not the guilty with 
our Intereft or Power, nor varnifh over their 


Faults from Conliderations of private Intereft . 
or Friendfhip: but fairly fuffer Truth to pre¬ 
vail, and Crimes to be dete&ed, as they ought. 
For whatever particular good Purpofes may 
feem, and perhaps but Asm, "to he ferved at 
prefent by the contrary Policy, they will never 

counterbalance the general Mifchiefs ariiing 

' , \ 

from it. Further, we muft not pay Court to, 
or dUfgkt in, the vicious, for the Sake of fome 
\Vit and Pleafantry, fome fiiper ficial Agree- 
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ablenefs, that fets off their Vices: we mult 
never even feem to look on either Villainy or 
Debauchery, as ObjeCte of Mirth only; extol 
the entertaining Qualities of him, that ruins 
others by them j or the Abilities of the Man, 
that ufes them to his Neighbour’s Wrong. 
Elfe we (hall teach thofe around us to efteem 
and emulate them : indeed we fnall accuftom 
ourfelves to regard fuch Characters as accom- 
plifhed and refpcCiable, not as deteflable ; and 
come, at Length, inilead of pitying, to defpiie 
and ridicule thofe who.fuffer by them: thus 
wickedly augmenting the Triumph of the one, 
and the Affliction of the other. David men¬ 
tions it amongft the diftinguilhing Marks of 
Jjim, who Jhall abide in .the I’aber'nacle of the 
Lord , and dwell in his holy Hilly that in bis 
Eyes a vile Perfn is contemned ; but he honour* 
etb them, that fear the Lord\ And St. Paul 
feems to make .it in fomc Senfe a lels Crime 
for a Man to liye immorally himfelf, than to 
rejoice in others that live lo: who, knowing 
the Judgement of God, faith he, that they, which 
commit fuch things, are worthy of Death , not 
only do the fame , but have Pleafurtrn them that 
do them *. We have from Nature ftrong 

f Pfal. XY, i, 4, . * Rom. i, 3*, 
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Appetites and Paffions in our corrupted 
Frame, which tempt us fo vehemently, and 
hurry us often fo fuddenly into fome Sins, 
that perhaps wc may not be altogether void 
of Excufe. But there is no original Principle 
within us, that leads us coolly and deliberately 
to approve them in others. This therefore 
can only proceed from a peculiar and wilful 
Depravation of Heart, equivalent to what 
might be produced by many repeated Adis of 
Tranfgreflion. 

And here it mud; be obferved, that voluntary 
Intimacy with the wicked is one Degree of 
(hewing Countenance to them, and ought to 
be avoided. Sometimes, indeed, Nearnefs of 
Relation, Connexions in Bufinefs, the Necefli- , 
ties of Affairs; at others, common Civility 
and Decency of Behaviour, which, though a 
weaker Tie, it may be very unadvifable to 
break through, oblige us to keep up Acquaint¬ 
ances of this Sort. And indeed what St. Paul 
obferves of the Heathens of'his Days, that if 
a Man would not company with the grofsly 
wicked amongft them, be mufi needs go out of 
the World *» k become too true even of the 
profdled Chriftians of ours. Befides, a rea¬ 
sonable Profpedt.q£ reforming the faulty may 

fc ilC#. v. 9, 10. 
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juflify one, especially of known and confirmed 
Virtue, in converting much with them, and 
being, what ourSaviour was very truly, though 
malicioufly, called, a Friend of Publicans and 
Sinners *. But to afFeft, or even permit, be¬ 
yond what fuch Reafons require, either 
Friendfhips or Familiarities with habitual 
Tranfgreffors of the Laws of God, is on many 
Accounts unallowable. On our own Account 
we fhould refolve againfl it, for the Sake of 
our good Name : which, in a World fo cen- 
forious, it is difficult enough to prelcrve, by 
the dilcreete/l Behaviour, unfullicd ; and 
therefore we mufl not hope to efcapc, if by 
ill-chofen Company we give real Ground for 
t a bad Opinion of us in loine Degree ; and too 
fair a Pretence for carrying it farther than 
probably we deferve. And yet how foon we 
may come, by fuch Imprudences, to deferve 
a much worfe Opinion than we apprehend, 
cannot be forefeen: confidering, how prone 
both to .Imitation* and to Wickednefs the hu¬ 


man Heart is, and,how much this Propenfity 
mufl be increafed, when we place Crimes be¬ 
fore it in fo alluring a Light, as that of their 


being prnftifed without any Scruple by our 

d ulv :t:,t triable APhektc$.,.& But were we ever 
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fo fecure in all RefpeCts, there is a Dignity 
belonging to Piety and Virtue, which ought 
to be fupported j and is betrayed, when we 
mix unneccffarily with the profligate and 
abandoned: whom befides wc thus make eafy 
and harden in their unlawful Courfes 5 nay, 
give them alio the public Credit of being re¬ 
garded by us, and well with us; which may 
enable them to do we know not what Harm. 
Befides, by fuch undiflinguifhing Treatment 
of Men, we difqualify ourfelves from fhewing 
that Preference to the worthy, which is their 
Due ; and lead others, more or lefs, to flight 
the Difference of Characters, and, in probable 
Confequence, the Notions of Right and 
Wrong, ‘that be far from tlee 9 to do after m 
this Manner ; as ALraham ipeaks on another 
Occafion : and that the right eons Jhould be as 
the wicked, that be far from tbee k . 

To fuch Degree then, as every orje can, he 
ought to avoid the very Appearance of thefe 
improper Attachments: or, V he hath failed in 
Point of Precaution, muft immediately think 
of the Means of difengaging himfelf. Some¬ 
times a fleady Adherence to our Duty is 
enough to effeCt it: and fuch Perfbns grow 
weary of an Acquaintance, whofe Conduct re- 

k Gen. xriii. ty 
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proves them, and whofe Ears are deaf to their 
Solicitations, fiut if that proves otherwife; 
arrd either the Scandaloufnefs of their Lives, 
or imminent Danger of being at length per¬ 
verted by them, requires a more fpeedy and 
abrupt Step to be taken, we fhall do well, on 
fbme flagrant Occaflon, to renounce all Com¬ 
merce with them at once: which, at the fame 
Time that it fets us free, may poflibly make 
on them, by the Strength of the Shock, a 
falutary Impreflion. Where the Familiarity 
cither cannot or ought not to be broken off, 
the Degree of it, however, may be fo mode¬ 
rated, or fuch Exceptions to it contrived in 
particular Inftances, that, paying ftridtly all 
• due Regard to them, we may be "known to 
difapprove what they do amifs: Rand at a 
vifible Diftance from the Faults of thofe to 
whom we are neareft: and be, like our blefled 
Lord, holy, barmlefs % and undefiled , fefarate 
from Sinners *, though we preferve, when 
called to it, a Courfe of eafy Demeanour in 
the'Midft of them. In Proportion as our 
Situation will permit us to vary our Deport¬ 
ment from Time to Time, we may with-hofd 
from them, when any Enormities of theirs de¬ 
mand it, the ufual Franknefs and Chearfulnefe 

1 HcUvii. aS, » 
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of our Converfation; and reftore it on the Pro- 
fpedt of their Amendment: we may alfo, and 
ftiould, be watchful to exprefs our Delight in 
every right Action they perform; to fignify 
, inoffenlively the Affliction we fuffer when they 
* mifbehave; and thus move their Good-nature, 
if any be left in them, to give us Pleafure, not 
Pain, while we fo evidently wifti them well. 
But flill fometimes neither thefe nor the pre¬ 
ceding Methods can be tried, at others they 
are fure or likely to prove ineffectual: and 
therefore 

IV. Wc mufl have Recourfe to that, which 
the Apoftlc fpecifies in the laft Words of the 
Text, reproving them . Various Perfons, in¬ 
deed, on various Accounts, we cannot reprove 
for their Works of Darknefs: either having no 
Accefs to them, or no Title to ufe that Pree- 
dom. Or at mofl, we can only convey ob¬ 
lique Reproof under fome agreeable, 0/ how¬ 
ever inoffenfive, Difguife; or make a fnull 
Advance upon the Borders of 1 plain Speech, 
obferving well on which Side they arc mo.it 
acceflible; and watching for the Scafons, when 
good Difpofitions either prevail or may be ex¬ 
cited. Nor fhould we negleCt any one of thefe 
honeft Artifices; for the fkilful Application 

Vol. II. . Bb of 
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of them may poffibly enable us to gain Ground, 
by unperceived Degrees, on their inordinate 
Paflions and bad Habits$ and thus carry them 
fuch Lengths towards Reformation, as we 
Ihould in vain have attempted, had they at # 
firft perceived the Whole of our Deiign. 

But, in many Cafes, more'dire ft and home 
Remon ft ranees to the faulty are neceflary: 
which, therefore, fuch, as with Propriety can, 
are bound to make 5 and, whatever Reluctance 
they may find to fo painful a Work, muft, as 
the Scripture direfts, in any wife rebuke their t 
Neighbour , and not fuffer Sin upon him: for 
omitting it is in the fame Place interpreted to 
be hating him in their Heart m . Timely Ad¬ 
monition may flop him fliort juft at the En¬ 
trance upon a wrong Courfe, and fnatch him 
out of imminent Hazard unhurt. Even thole, 
who are farther gone, may yet be recalled, by 
a lively Repreienfcation of their Guilt and Dan¬ 
ger, of which, perhaps, they had a very in¬ 
adequate, if any, Apprehenfioft. But then we 
mult be veiy eyeful, uiilefs we would intirely 
lofe all Influence, both at prelent and for the 
future, that we never bring a Charge without 
having incontellable Proof of its Truth 3 that 

■ Lev. xix. 17. 
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& genuine friendly Concern be evidently the 
Principle of all we fay $ that we exprefs more 
Sorrow than Anger, where Circumftances will 
allow it * as they peculiarly do, where the Per- 
Ion blamed hurts himfelf more thkn any one 
elfe: that we ufe tender Expoftulations by 
Choice; and harfh Expreffions, but above all, 
terrifying and threatening ones, only when 
Nothing elfe will prevent Ruin. For this is, 
doubtlefs, the Meaning of the Apoftle’s Rule: 
of fme have Companion, making a Difference ; 
others fave with Fear , pulling them out of the 
Fire And even where the ftrongeft Marks 
of Difapprobation and Difpleafure are needful, 
they fhould ever be (hewn without lnfult or 
Haughtinefs, without the leaf! Appearance of 
loving to reprimand, without exaggerating any 
Thing, or treating the Frailties of human Na¬ 
ture too feverely: indeed with fuch Attention 
to acknowledge and point out whatever in the 
general Character of the Perfon concerned is 
valuable, or in the particular Circumftances 
of the Cafe excu&ble, as may reconcile him, 
if poffible, to die Liberties taken with him, 
by the Convi&ion that they are taken un¬ 
willingly, 

* Jadt %t, 2j. 
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Many other Precautions, for the better Sue- 
cefs of this good Work, every one’s Prudence 
will fuggeft to him, in the feveral Inftances 
that come before him, according to the Nature 
of the Offence, the Temper of the Offender, 
and efpecially the Degree of Authority which 
the Reprover hath over him. Sometimes all 
Authority is befl laid afide, and foftened into 
mere Perfuafion: fometimes a moderate Share 
of its Weight is wanted, to bear down a lefs 
complying Difpofition: at others, its whole 
Force is Jittle enough to fetter a ftubbom 
Spirit. Here then we mufl each of us think 
and adt for ourfelvcs: but with this Confider- 
ation ever prefent to our Minds, that not only 
a total Negledt of this Duty, but a Negledt of 
difeharging it in the nadft effedtual Manner 
that is incumbent on us, will be imputed to 
us for Guilt; as it was in the Cafe of Eli; 
who having contented himfelf with gently 
blaming his Sons, for what he ought abfb- 
lutely to have forbidden them, arid deterred 
them from, I will judge bis Houfe for ever , 
faid God, for the Iniquity which be knoweth, 
hecaufe bis Sons made tbemjehes vik , and be re¬ 
trained ijttm not*, 

• i Sam. Hi. 13. 
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When, therefore, mild Reprefentations have 
fmall Effedt, rougher Treatment muft be ufed. 
And if the Offender grows hardened to private 
Remohftranees, it becomes needful, to apply 

# the'figijgsr Difcipline of more open Cenfure. 

• PofltBpie may yet retain Senlibility enough to 
be moved by that: for which Rcafon our Sa¬ 
viour appoints, that we obferve a Gradation: 
firft, tell our Brother bis Faults between us and 
him alone ; then take with us one or 'two more; 
and, laftly, tell it unto the Church p ; let the 
whole Number of good Perfons, with whom 
we are both of us connected, try their Intereft 
with him. And if even that fail, and no Hope 
at all remain of him $ yet By-ftanders at leaf! 
will thus both be put on their Guard againft 
fufFering by him, and warned againft imitating 
him. Therefore St. Paul directs : them that 
Jin , doubtlefs meaning obftinately, rebuke be¬ 
fore all 9 that others alfo may fear \ Indeed were 
every one to be expofed for each Mifbehavi- 
our of which he is guilty, or feven all fuch as 
he doth not immediately reform ; this Proce¬ 
dure would be unchriftian and inhuman: ma¬ 
ny good Perfons would pafs in common Efteem 
for very bad ; and many blamable ones, but of 
whofe Recovery there is Room for great Hope, 

* Matth. xviii, 15, 16, i£. * 1 Tim. v. ao* 
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would be driven to Defpair of regaining any 
Character, and lay afide the Thought of grow¬ 
ing better. But there is no Need of being fo 
tender about the Reputations of thofe, who 
are totally abandoned to Sin. On dte- con¬ 
trary, it is of Importance to the W<$p| that • 
they fhould be known for what they are: and 
not enabled to pafs themfelves upon Mankind 
for worthy Characters, by receiving the fame 
Regards with fuch in common Speech and 
Behaviour. He that faith unto the wicked\ 
'Thou art righteous , him Jhall the People curfe. 
Nations foall abhor him . But, to them that re~ * 
buke him , Jhall be Delight , and a good Blefing 
Jhall come upon them \ There is frequently no 
other Weapon left againft fuch Perfons, but 
public Infamy. The Punifhments of human 
Laws in Multitudes of Cafes cannot reach 
them. Thofe of a future Life fome have 
brought themfelves' to doubt: many to over¬ 
look. But to the Diflike and Abhorrence of 
# 

Mankind few dr .none can be infenfible: and 

every one that d^ferves it fhould be made to 

feel that he doth. Wickednefs is the great 

Difturbfcr of the World: die Bane of all Peace 

and Cpmfort, civil and domeftic. Therefore 
«. 

' ? Prov. jodv, 24, *5. 
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every one hath a natural Right to Hand up 
and declare againft it: a Claim, that the Dif- 
grace which belongs to it, be inflated on it. 
And in this Caufe good Men fhould aft with 
Spirit; afiume the Authority, in which their 
Chara&er will fupport them; and'not fuffer 
Gpilt, which is by Nature timorous and cow¬ 
ardly, to lift up its Head: they fhould unite 
in the common Concern of oppofing its Pro- 
grefs; and, as the Prophet exprefles it, be va~ 
liant for the Truth upon the'Earth'. A Zeal, 
Ihewn uniformly by the virtuous again ft Vice 
and that alone; kept free from all Mixture 
of perfonal Refentipent or private Intereft; 
appearing, by the Steps which it takes, not to 
proceed from Morofenefs of Temper, but from 
Principle, and conduced by a moderate Share 
of PriMence, will eafily refeue itfclf from 
wrong Interpretations, fecurc to itfclf Reve¬ 
rence from the World in general ; and pro¬ 
duce much Good, without proportionable 
Hazard; or Difficulty. 

It muft, however, be confeifed, that neither 
i$ every one qualified equally for fuch a Work; 
fome, by Nature, being little capable of exert¬ 
ing themfelvcs, or moving others, and fome 
again of lb warm Paffions, that they muft not 


• Jcr. ix. 5. 

Bb 4 


allow 



.376 SERMON XVI. 

allow them Scope, even in the belt Caufe: 
nor will the Situation and Connexions of every 
one always by any Means permit him to appear 
againft ill Actions and ill People in the Man¬ 
ner that he could wifh. Yet no one is left 
without the Means of doing fomewhat towards 
it: and all that we are able to do, without ne¬ 
glecting other Obligations, is our Duty. Who¬ 
ever can look with juft the fame Eye on Good 
and Bad, provided his own prelent Advantage 
be out of the Queftion, hath no Love of Reli¬ 
gion, or Virtue in him. And whoever takes 
no Notice of the Difference will be fhrewdly 
fufpeCted of not feeing or not regarding it. 
The cooleft Spectator of other wrong Things 
that are done thinks immediately, when any 
happen to effeCfc hitnfelf, that all ought to 
intereft themfelves on his Behalf, indeed can 
hardly do it too much. And therefore, when 
Things are done, which affedt the Happinefs 
of others, the Welfare of Society, the Ho¬ 
nour of our Maker, our Redeemer, and our 
SanClificr, we ought to intepeft ourfelves for 
thefe. Perhaps we may objcCfc, that our 
Concern would be fruitlefs. And fo, per¬ 
haps, was that of David, when he laid. 
Rivers of* Waters run downaniue Eyes, becaufe 
Men keep not thy Law* My Zeal*hath even 

Conftimed 
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confumed me, becaufe they forget thy Words'. But 
certainly fo was that of juft Lot , who, dwelling 
among the Inhabitants of Sodom , in feeing and 
bearing vexed bis righteous Soul from Day to Day 
with their unlawful Deeds' 1 . Yet they are pro- 
poled as Objects, not of Blame, but Praifc. And 
indeed uneafy Sentiments on fuch Occafions, 
however incfte&ual othervvife, may improve us 
conlidcrably, by reminding us, that we are of 
God, and the World lieth in Wickedftcfs'* ; pro¬ 
vided we carefully rellrain them, which itfelf 
will be a profitable inward Excrcife, fr6m run¬ 
ning into Excefs. Bcfides, whoever preferves 
this due Medium between Indifference and 
Vehemence, as he will be always prudently 
feeking Methods of reclaiming, or at leaf! of 
checking the guilty, and confequently fecuring 
the innocent; fo he will find more than anyone 
clfe can fuggeft to him: and though hated by 
the bad, or defpifed by the though tlefs, for this 
troublefome A&ivity, will be efteemed by many 
Fellow-labourers, many Converts whom he 
hath helped to make, many ready to fall, whom 
he hath feafonably flayed and flrengthched. 
Or let him have ever fo much Caufe to fay in 


t Pfal. cxix . 136 , *39, 
w i John v. 19. 


8 . 

pther 



378 SERMON. XVI. 

other Refpedts, I have laboured in vain, I have 
font my Strength for nought: yet furely his 
Judgiment is with the Lord, and bis Work with 
bis God *• 


» Ifaiah xli*. 4. 
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Lam, iii. 40. 

Let us fearch and try our Ways , and turn agath 

to the Lord , 

T HE gracious and wife Creator of all 
Things, as he hath made known to 
every Creature, by a iecret Inftind, the Way 
of Life which belongs to its Frame and Con¬ 
dition : fo to Man be hath Jhewn, both by his 
Affedions and his Underftanding, what is 
good, and what be requires of him . Yet hav- * 
ing placed him in a State$f Trial, in which 
thefe inward Principles might be perverted 
and miflead him, he hath gracioufly fuper- 
added external Manifeftations of his Will for 
onr furer and completer! Guidance : thus 
making our Rule of Duty evident and obliga¬ 
tory in the higheft Deglee. No Courfe of 
Adion is more plainly fuited to the Nature of 
any Agent, than Religion and Virtue is to ours. 
For what can be more evidently natural, than- 
for a reasonable Being to make Reafon his 
# govern- 
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governing Principle ; for a focial Being to do 
jujlly , and love Merry; and for a crea ted one to 
walk humbly with his God a ? Agreeably there¬ 
fore to this peculiar Defoliation, which allots 
to us Employments worthy to fill up an eternal 
Exigence, whereas inferior Animals arrive very 
foon, without contributing almoll any Thing 
to it themfelves, at the fmall Perfection of 
which they are capable, and there flop: Man 
is qualified, and, as Revelation fully allures us, 
defigned, for endlefs Improvement in Good- 
nefs and Happincfs, but fuch as fhali de¬ 
pend on his own Care and Induflry, excited 
and aflifted by the Grace of God. 

For this Purpofe, together with an inward 
Perception of what is right and fit for us to do, 
and what is otherwife, we have alfo a Faculty 
of Self-Reflexion, %hich,prcfenting us to our 
own View, fhews us, what we have been and 
are. The Exercife of this Faculty is exprefled 
in the Text by fcarching and trying our Ways; 
and elfewhere by examining and proving our - 
/elves* * and knowing the Thoughts of our Hearts'; 
which Phrafes have their peculiar Import and 
Uie. For as the Temper and State of our 
Hearts is the great Thing that we have to be 

* Mic. vi. 8. b 1 Cor. xi. 28. 2 Cor. xiii, 5. * Dart. il. 30. 
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concerned about in Religion: fo the Con fide ra¬ 
tion of pur Ways, or the Addons in which 
our Temper is exerted and {hewn, muft dis¬ 
cover to us the Motives that influence it; 
juft as, in the material Objeds thatdurround 
us, we learn, from particular Fads and Ap¬ 
pearances, the general Laws by which the 
Frame of Things is governed. 

This Faculy of moral Reflexion, and the 
Self-Approbation or Dillike ariflng from it, 
which we commonly call by the Name of 
Confidence , is the Character that diftinguillies 
Man from the Reipgs below him: it is. the 
Principle that God hath endued with an evident 
Right to dired our Lives : and, according as 
we employ or difregard it, wc {hall advance 
or go back in real Religion. 

The Seeds of every Virtue were planted in. 
the Soul of Man originally, each in its due 
Order and Proportion, without any Mixture of 
Evil. Yet even then, for Want of due Culti¬ 
vation by our firft Parents, they were fatally 
blafted,inftead of growing up tp the Perfection 
for which they were defigned. But now, when 
our inwardFrame is fo unhappily diforderedand 
weakened by their Fall, Watchful nefs over it is 
become unfpeakab’y more neceftiiry tKan it was 
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at firft. And fince, with a Nature thus prone 

to err, we are a confiderable Time from our 

* 

Birth before we reflcdt on our Actions at all; 
and, after that, do it very, imperfectly ; it can¬ 
not fail, but our own bad Inclinations, and the 
Cuftoms of a bad World, muft have led us all 
afide, more or lefs, from the right Path, before 
we knew diftindtly which it was. Nor have 
we, many of us, it may be feared, made fo early 
or fo effectual an Ufe, as we might, of the 
Faculty of Self-Government, in that Seafon of 
warm and hafty Paflions which quickly follows 
the firft confiderable Ufe of Reafon. And, if 
not, we may be ftill furcr of finding many 
Things within us that want Correction. 

A great Part of thole around us, we fee, are 
quite wicked. And in the few that are ferioufly 
good, the moil fuperficial Obfcrver and mod 
charitable Interpreter will difeern a great Num¬ 
ber of Faults and Imperfections unreformed. 
Since therefore Failures in Point of Duty are, 
from the Nature of the Thing, to be appre¬ 
hended, and have in FaCt happened to all the 
reft of the World: if we were not ufually, by 
a molt prepofterou8 Kind of Negligence, lefs 
attentive to ourfelves than to others, we fhould 
be likely to perceive the moft Diforders in that 

Breaft, 
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Bread, with which we have the moll Oppor¬ 
tunities of being intimately acquainted. But, 
at lead, there is Ground enough for us to ex¬ 
amine, what our State really is: to fearcb and 
try our Ways ; that, if we have erred in any 
Thing, we may turn again to the Lord . 

And though it is very apparent, that fuch a 
Refolution may have many good Confequences, 
and can have no bad ones, if executed in the 
Manner, which every Man’s Reafon, and the 
Word of God, will fugged to him : yet, for 
your further Encouragement and Direction, I 
(hall lay before you particularly, 

I. The Advantages that may arife from this 
Inquiry. 

II. The chief Things requifite for per¬ 
forming it aright. 

I. The Advantages that may arife from it. 

A confiderable Part of the wrong Conduct of 
Mankind proceeds, not fo much from any ftrong 
Inclination to do ami fs,a$ from being fo unhap¬ 
pily thoughtlefs, that the flighted Motive is 
enough to determine their Choice any Way. 
We engage at firft in this or that Sort of Beha¬ 
viour, we fcarce know why or how: then go 
on of Courfe in the Way we have fet out in, 
without ever thinking whither it leads u$; and 

6 by 
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by Ufc grow fond of it, and zealous for it; yet 
are too indolent all the while once to afk our- 
felves, perhaps, whether we are aiming at any 
Thing; or, however, whether it be at what we 
ought; orfomething of little Importance, if not 
hurtful or criminal. Now this Cafe, without 
Reflexion, is quite irrecoverable; and a little 
Reflexion in Time would eafily fet all right. 
Nay, even where vehement Paflions hurry 
Perfons into Follies and Sins, it was for 
Want of this wholfome Difcipline at firft, 
that their Paflions .gained the Maftcry; and 
applying it fteadily for fome Time will be a 
fure Means, through God's Bleffing, of reducing 
them again to Subjection. For there is no Pof- 
Ability, either of viewing a bad Action, in a full 
Light, without Abhorrence, or of weighing its 
Confequences without Terror. Wickednefs, 
therefore, always baniflies Thought, and Piety 
and Virtue encourage it. A good Man, far 
from being driven to hide his inward Condition 
from himfelf, though he find many Things that 
want ftill to be amended, yet finds at the fame 
Time fo many, which, through the Aidof God's 
Holy Spirit,are already grown,and daily grow- . 
ing better, that he feels no Joy equal to that of 
his Heart telling him, what he is. But the 

guilty 
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guilty Mind is driven by Fear and Shame to 
ftifle the Voice of Nature and Conference, that 
druggies in the Bread: for Utterance.. Every 
one that doeth Evil, batetb the Light, neither 
cometh to the Light, left his Deeds Jhould be re- 
• proved: but he that doeth 'Truth, cometh to the 
Light , that his Deeds may be made manijeft, that 
they are wrought in God* . And therefore the 
Pfalmift fpeaks of Sdf-amendment, as the 
immediate Fruit of Self-infpeCtion.. / thought 
on my Ways, and turned my Feet unto thy Tef- 
timonics: I made Hajie, and. delayed not to keep 
’ thy Commandments •. 

Nor doth it only excite in U9 good Refo- 
lutions, but furnifhes Directions how to put 
them in Pradice. Reflexion will fhew us-, and 
Nothing elfe can, by what DcfeCt within, or 
what Opportunity without, each of our Faults 
got Ground in our Breads: and which is the 
Way to root it out again. For Wantpf this 
Knowledge, Multitude* try in vain to corr&Ct 

the Diforders of their Hearts and Lives; and 

* * 

only here and there one recovers, as k were by 
Force of Conftitution; whilft Numbers peri(h, 
who might have been preferved by a competent 
Acquaintance with the Methodof Cure. For 

* John iii. 20,21. 0 Pfal. cxix. 59,60. 

• Vol. II. C c every 
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fcvery fingle Cafe requires to be in feme De¬ 
gree differently treated; and mud therefore, 
in Order to it, be particularly ftudied. Strong 
Relblutjons indeed may fometimes do a great 
deal: but very often Strength, unaAided by 
Skill, wades itfelf to no Purpofe: and the* 
bad Succefs of vehement Efforts ill-diredtcd, 
leaves little Ability, and lefs Heart, for fur¬ 
ther Endeavours. 

Another Ufe of fearching frequently into 
our pad Ways is to preferve ourfelves froni the 
fecret Approach of future Dangers. The firft 
Deviation from their Duty is in mod'P§rfons * 
but fmall; and its Progrefs, for fome Time, 
gentle and unnoticed by themfelves; till they 
have infenlibly gone fuch a Length, that they 
are tempted to defpair of being able to return. 
And therefore attending to little Errors is the 
fated Method to prevent great ones. But even 
where we have yet been guilty of none, Obfer- 
vation will lhew us many Tendencies that we 
have to Sin; many weak and expokd Places 
inour Minds, unlikelytpwithdand the AAaults* 
that mud be expc&ed in fuch a World as this. 
And hence we ihall be* forewarned* to avoid 
the Temptations that will endanger us; to 
prepare ourfelves for fuch, as wc cannot avoid; 

and 
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and ftrcngthcn our inward Frame with fuch 
Care, that it may be Proof«againfl the various 
Accidents of Life. 

'Till this is done in fome good Degree, 
Reflexion, though always of the higheft Ufc, 

• will often be very unpleating, by letting before 
our Eyes the difagreeable View of our Faults^ 
But when we have tolerably well reformed and 
fortified our Minds, then the Exercifc of it will 
grow delightful, every Day beyond other. And 
when once we can fay to our&lves, on fure 
Grounds, that we have fought the good*Fight f , 

■ and gotten the Victory, and have only the 
fcattered Remains of the Enemy left to pur- 
fue and deflroy; how inexprcffible will the 
Satisfaction be, to enjoy the Approbation of 
our own Hearts, and the Confciouinefs of 
God’s Favour; to look back and fee the 
Dangers, from which we are; efcaped; to 
feel within, that a Temper of Piety and Vir¬ 
tue is indeed the Happinefs of Man; and ex* 
perience the continual Increaif of that Tem¬ 
per, continually dimioiihing our Burthcbs and 
Sorrows, and opening to us new Scenes of 
Enjoyment,' to which, we were Strangers bc^ 
fore! 


f 2 Tim. iv. 7. 
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All thefe are general Advantages flowing 
from the Practice pf Sclf-infpe&ion. But in 
many Cafes it hath a yet more efpecial good 
Influence. A diftindt Knowledge of ourfelves 
will greatly fecure us from tne ill Effects of 
Flattery, which would perfuade us that we are 
what we feel wc arq not j and enable us to bear 
unj uft Reproach, thinking it a very (hall Thing 
that we Jhould he judged of Mans Judgement , 
when we can refled with* Comfort, that he 
•who judgetb us is the Lord 1 , Experience of 
our Inflrmities will teach us Humility, and 
move u$ toCompaflion and Forgivenefs, ac¬ 
cording, to the Apoftle’s Direction : Brethren , 
if a Man be overtaken in a Faulty rejiorc fuch 
an one in the Spirit of Meeknejs, conjidering 
tbyfelf leji thou alfo be tempted \ Experience 
where our Strength, as well as our Weak- 
nefs lies, will 4hew us., how we are beft able 
to ferve God and our Fellow-creatures; what 
we,,may attempt, what will be too much for 
us. And ftrid Qbfervation of our own Hearts 
will qualify us, ( beyond all Things, to give 
ufeful Cautions to others, and dired* their 
Steps ,ia the right Way* 

t i Cor. iv. 3. * Gal. vi. t. 

But, 
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But, in Order to receive thefe or any Bene¬ 
fits from Self-inquiry, there are 

II. Some Rules to be obferved for conduc¬ 
ing it propeJk. 

Of thefe the fundamental one is, that we 
confider it as a religious Duty 5 perform it as 
in the Prefence of God j and earneTHy beg 
him, to fliew us in a true Light to ourlelves. 
Who can tell how oft he offendetb? O cleanfe thou 
m i f rom m y feret Faults '. Try me, 0 God , and 
J'eek the Ground of my Heart .* prove me, and ex¬ 
amine my Thoughts . hook well, if there he any 
Way of Wickednefs in me; and lead me itPtbe 
Way everlajling k . A ferious Regard to the moft 
awful, and yet moft gracious of Beings, will 
be a conftant Pref&vative againft all the 
Errors, however oppofite, to which we are 
liable in this Matter. 

Some are Co very fenfible before-hand of 
their own Condition in general, that *t hey are 
afraid of examining into it particularly: or, if 
they do begin the Enquiry, they have not Cou¬ 
rage to carry it on. For the more wc •aefieC 
on our Faults, the more we muft feel 'that 
Shame-and Reriiorfe^^hicb God hath phfced 
in our Minds, as he hath done the Senfe of 

i Pfal, xix. 12. k lb.cxxxis* $}, *4* 

Cc,3 Paiai 
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Pain in our Bodies, to reftrain us from pro¬ 
ceeding in what would deftroy us. Now moft 
Perfons are willing to recover their bodily 
Health, how much foever thJMfcffer in the 
Cure': but to regain a right State of Soul, on 
which all depends, they will bear Nothing. 
So, becaufe their Condition is bad, they let it 
go on to be daily worfe; rather than have the 
Uncafincfs of thinking of it, to make it better. 
Yet ncgle&ing to look into our worldly Affairs 
becaufe we think them defpeiate, everyone 
owns to he wrong: and mull it not then be 
infinitely more fo in our eternal Concerns, 
which can never be defperatc, but from our 
refuting to look into them ? *A$ loon, there¬ 
fore, as any olie finds an Averiion to Self¬ 
inquiry beginning, he fipould inlhntly break 
thiongh it, fet about the Work, and never 
Hop till he hath finilhed it. For then is the 
Seafon of Trial, that in all Likelihood may * 
determine his State for ever after. The 
Averfion will infereafe,' if we yield to it; 
and the Ikbtt of Sin grow ftronger: the 
next Effort will be frill more uneafy, and 
consequently fainter, than the prefent ; and 
all will epd in a total Defpair of becoming 
what wc ought. Yet, at the fame Time, 
we muff refled now and then, whethA we 
* will 
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will or not: and may, even by tranfient 
Thoughts, undergo more Pain to no Purpose, 
than would have wrought a Cute. Put ihould 
any Thing h^pen, as many may, to awaken us 
into a full and lafting View of our'Condition, 
when perhaps we may be fo far enflaved to Sin, 
as to pradUce it on, with our Eyes open to all 
its Horrors; this would be a dreadful Scene 
indeed. Or could we be fo fatally fuccefsful, 

m 

as f to banifh Thought intwely; it would only 
be lofing the Senfe of Part of our Mifcry, and « 
with it, all Hope of Happinefs. 

Let us therefore neither be tpo tender, nor 
too proud, to bear infpedting our Hearts and 
Lives: and, that we may bear it well, let us learn 
to moderate, if we have Need, the Uneafincfs 
which it may give us. For every PafTion that 
we have may be railed fo high, as to defeat its 
own End. And though we can diHike No- 
* thing fo juftly, as our Faults; and very few 
diilike them near enough; yet if we diflike our- 
felves for than too much to have Patience to 
think of them, and mcndjtym ; that runs into 
a new Fault: and we ihoitld check eurfdves 
for it, mildly indeed, but verycarefiiUy; 
fidcring well both our natural F<raS$y*aad0tir 
Maker's Goodoeis; but efpedallythe Promhca 

C c 4 * ,of 
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of Forgivenefs and Grace, which he hath re¬ 
corded for our Ufe in his holy Word: not in 
Order to ..reconcile us at all to Sin, but in a 
reafonable Degree to ourfelves. And how mor¬ 
tify ing^bever a needful Examination may ftill 
proved it is furcly worth while to fupport the 
moft painful Reflexions for the prefent, when 
it will fccure us a Succcflion of pleafing and 
happy ones ever after; and verify that encou¬ 
raging Account, which the Son of Sirach h|th 
given of this whole Matter: JVifiiom exalteth 
her Children, and layeth hold of them that feek 
higfc, He that holdeth her faft Jhall inherit 
Glory: and whensoever fie enters, the Lord 
•mill blefs.—rAt firft fie •mill walk with him by 
crooked Ways, and bring Fear and Dread upon 
him, and torment him with her Difcipline; until 
Jbt may trjufi bis Soul, anebtry him by her Law*. 
Then will fie return the Jlrait Way unto him, 
and comfort him, and Jhew http her Secrets. But 
tf be go wrong, fie will forfake him, and give 
him over to his oOm Ruin ♦ Obferve the Oppor¬ 
tunity, and beware^of Evil 1 . 

Buttnoft Perfons are in the contrary Ex¬ 
treme tOvdiis^ver-great Senfibility ; and by no 
Means apprehend Aifficiently, what Spirit they 

$£ccfat iv. i i—io. 
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are of*, or what Lives they have led. The 
Courfe of Behaviour to which we are inclined, 
efpecially if we have fallen into it early, and 
find others do not fcruplc it, we are veiy un¬ 
willing to fufped: of any Thing wrong; very 
apt to ftifle our Sufpicions, if they rife; and to 
take it much amifs, if others intimate their 
Judgment of, what furely we ought to under- 
fland heft, our own Condutt. Therefore, be¬ 
fore we can at all depend on the good Opinion 
we may entertain of ourfelves, we fliould afk* 
our Hearts, and make them anfwer honeftly: 
Have we fearched our Ways at all ? Have we 
fearched the Whole of them ? And have we 
done it with Impartiality and Diligence ? Or 
winked a little, where we did not care to look; 
forgot a few Things, that we had no Pleafure 
in remembering; and coloured over what we 
found, without it, would appear difagreeable? 
A fond AfFe&ian, even to others, caA make us 
wonderfully blind to their Defe&s: and much 
more may it in our own Cafe. So that, unlefs 
we have examined with great Accuracy, though 
we know Nothing by ourfelves, yet are we not 
thereby jufijfied*: and what we may call fehe 
Teftimdny of our Confcience, may # be given fo 
* Loftf is* $5. * 1 Cor. p. 4. < 

vofiurly t 



SERMON XVII. 


394 

unfairly as to be of no Weight. For if a Man 
think himfelf to he Something , when beisNothing 9 
be deceiveth- himfelf But let every Man prove 
bis own Work, and then fall be have Rejoicing in 
himfelf*. Let us* therefore, carry always in 
our Minds the inftruclive Remark of Solomon, 
that every Way of a Man is right in his own 
Ryes , hut the Lord pondereth the Hearts p . And 
let us be careful lb to ponder and judge our own 
Hearts now, that we may be able, through the 
Mercy procured for us by our blcfled Redeemer, 
to ftand his final Judgment hereafter. 

Nor mull we examine only into the weak 
and fufpicious Parts of our Characters and Con¬ 
duct ; but thofe which procure us the moft Ap- 
plaufe from others and ourfelves: for Want of 
which, even Vices, a little difguifed, may pafs 
upon us for great Virtues$ and we may be do¬ 
ing, with intire Satisfaction, what we lhould 
abhor, if we underilood it right. This is the 
Way to grow in Love with our Faults, inllead 
of correcting thetn ; and therefore we fhould 
often call to Mind that furprizing, but too 
common. Character of the Church of Laodi- 
era *fbouJayeft , I am rich, and imreafed with 
Goods, and bave Need of Nothing : and knowcjl 

• Q»l. vL 3, 4, 9 Prov. jad. 1, 

I not. 
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not , that thou art wretched, and miferahk, and 
foor, and blind, and naked\ ♦ 

Nor arc thefe general Grounds of Caution 
the only ones ; but every Perfon will find, on 
> Inquiry, particular Reafons for being watchful 
and diftruftful of himfelf, in fome Point or 
other; arifing, perhaps, from unhappy Experi¬ 
ence of Failures, at leaft from Conviction of 
the Dangers incident to his natural Difpoft- 
tiop, Age, Employment, Companyj and, 
which is a Matter of no fmall Con fi derat ion; 
Rank in the World. For they above all, 
fhouid be careful in fearching their own 
Breafts, whofe higher Condition fubjeCts them 
moil to Flattery, and removes them far theft 
from hearing Cenfure. 

But though it is veiy uncommon for Per- 
fons to carry their Sufpicions of themfelves far 
enough, yet we may carry them too far; efpe- 
cially if we examine ourfelves, as it tnay be 
moft People do, only or chiefly when we are 
under fomc ftrong Degree oPSorrow or Fear. 
For then we fhali be apt pot only to fufler 
groundlefs Uneafinefs, by thinking much too 
ill of our prefent State, which is by no Merits 
a Duty; but to defptir, andlayafide <WBs« 

iii. 17. 
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deavour of becoming better, which would be a 
deftru&ive Error. The proper Time for Self- 
infpedtion, therefore, is, when we are in the 
calmeft and cveneft State of Mind, neither 
carelefs and prefumptuous, nor terrified and 
defponding. And wc fhould often repeat the 
Work, place ouifelves and our Actions in dif¬ 
ferent Points of View, and compare the Refult 
of *our L veral Obfcrvations, that one nny r«. uti- 
fy or confirm another. Nor will it bv. at#all 
fufficicnt to fi° whit \v 1 .»v. h mi and are, 
without (o > 1 ii, .ht V'o ! ol God, as well 
as our Couch s. hut imy tli'e mifguide 
qs, to learn whu« 0 ht to be. And though 
it would be an un ppy Wcaknefs to affright 
or entangle ourfelves, by imagining the Rule 
of our Duty finder than it is; yet it may be a 
fatal Miflake to flatter ourfelves, by imagining 
it lefs ftri&: and the plain Way is, fir ft to 
judge of it rcafonably and uprightly, then to 
try our Condition by it impartially and fre¬ 
quently. The fcioie conftant we are in doing 
this, the eafier, ttye more beneficial, the more 
fatisfadlory, it will be: whereas long Intervals 
will only give Time for ill Habits to ftrengthen 
*nd multiply, till we (hall have no Heart to 
attempt a Reformation of them. 


And 
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And though the clofeft Attendance on this 
Duty may, at prcfent, be far from producing 
all the good Fruit we could wifh, it fbouid ne¬ 
ver difcourage us from proceeding in what we 
know to be necelTary. Beginnings in almoft 
every Thing are laborious and impcrfeft: and 
we make a flow Progrefs at firll, even in what 
afterwards we come to excel in. The fmalleft 
Step we can take towards Self-amendment is 
advancing fomewhat towards Happinefs: and 
if our Zeal continue, our Difficulties will af- 

m 

furedly leflfen, and our Proficiency grow 
quicker. For though of curfelves we can do % 
Nothing 1 i yet Go dgueth Power to the Faint % 
and to them that have no Might , he incrcafetb 
Strength . They that wait on the Lord Jhall run 
and not be weary , they Jkall walk and not faint \ 
And as the word of Men ought not to give 
up themfelves as incapable of becoming good, 
nor thofe in the lowelt Rank of Coodnefs to 
defpair of becoming eminent in Time ; fo nei¬ 
ther fhoicl thofe who are in the higheft in¬ 
dulge too great, a Complacency in *beir own 
Improvements; much ltfs a Contempt of 
others, or an Imagination, which great 
Apoftle difclaims, as thgmgh they bad^already 

* John xv. 5, 2 Cor. iii. 5. 1 29* Jl* * 

• ' atpfipeJ, 



398 SERMON XVIL 

attained, either were already perfe &. But thd 
common Duty of all, to cxprcfs it in his fol¬ 
lowing Words, is, forgetting tbofe Things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto tbofe 
Things which are before, to prefs towards the 
Mark, for the Prize of the high Calling of God 
In Chrifi Je/us *. 'Which that we may all ob¬ 
tain, he of his infinite Mercy grant, &c. 

* Phil. ill. it, I5« 14* 
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